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Joint Foreword from the Commissioner & Deputy Commissioner

Violence Against Women and Girls (VAWG) is one of the most prevalent and devastating
forms of harm experienced across our society, accounting for around 20% of all police-

recorded crime in England and Wales.

For far too many women and girls, abuse, harassment and intimidation have become an

accepted part of everyday life, affecting their dignity, equality, wellbeing and freedom.

The Government has prioritised halving VAWG within a decade, an ambitious goal that will

require sustained investment in prevention, investigation, support and recovery.

More than half (564%) of the residents, businesses and stakeholders who helped shape the
Police and Crime Plan ranked serious violence, including VAWG, among their top three
priorities for policing. For that reason, tackling VAWG is one of the most important priorities

in the Plan.

The reality is that many women and girls continue to modify their behaviour simply to feel
safe. They avoid certain places, change their routines, think carefully about what they wear
and when they travel. The freedom to live without fear should be a basic right, yet for too

many it remains out of reach.
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This consultation has been designed to track public perspectives on VAWG locally over time,
ensuring our work reflects the experiences, concerns and needs of victims, survivors and

communities.

The responses this year broadly mirror previous surveys conducted in 2022 and 2024,
showing little overall improvement in how safe women and girls feel across a range of
locations. Women and girls continue to rely on strategies such as avoiding certain places,
travelling with others and staying in well-lit areas to reduce their sense of vulnerability.

Those living with a physical or mental health condition were particularly likely to report

feeling unsafe when alone.

Harassment remains by far the most commonly experienced offence, affecting one in seven
respondents. AlImost one in four women (23%) reported experiencing domestic abuse,
assault, a sexual offence, stalking, harassment, upskirting, drink spiking or cyber flashing.
Behind every statistic is a person whose confidence, wellbeing or sense of security may
have been affected. Of those who reported an incident, one third said the perpetrator was

under the influence of alcohol and / or drugs at the time.
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We are working closely with partners across education, health and the criminal justice
system to challenge harmful attitudes, improve safety and provide better support for victims
and survivors. The Derbyshire VAWG Strategy seeks not only to secure justice for the
thousands of women affected by abuse each year, but also to prevent that harm from
occurring in the first place. Every woman and girl should be able to live freely, fulfil their

potential and feel safe in their community.

No single agency has all the answers. Communities, parents and educators all have a vital
role to play in teaching healthy relationships, consent and mutual respect from an early age.
VAWG is a societal issue, and meaningful change will only come through collective action,
a willingness to listen, and a commitment to understanding the experiences of those

affected.

We are grateful to everyone who took the time to share their views and experiences through
this survey. Some of the findings make for difficult reading, but they provide an important

insight into the challenges that many women and girls continue to face.

Together, as Police and Crime Commissioner and Deputy Police and Crime Commissioner,
with responsibility for leading our work on VAWG, we are committed to ensuring that the
voices of women and girls are heard, their experiences inform our decisions, and that

we work with our partners and communities to drive lasting change.

Nicalle fYliveni-Loper

Nicolle Ndiweni-Roberts

Police and Crime Commissioner for Derbyshire

02 by

Dr Fatima Eltinay
Deputy Police and Crime Commissioner for Derbyshire

Lead for Violence Against Women and Girls
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Summary and Main Points

. Results in the 2026 survey are generally similar to the two previous surveys in 2024
and 2022. All three surveys each received around 1,400 responses from women and

girls across the Derbyshire force area.

. The proportion of women and girls reporting feeling safe in various locations is similar

to the 2022 survey, though slightly less positive than the 2024 survey.

o Women and girls with a physical or mental health condition which reduces their ability
to carry out day to day activities were more likely to feel unsafe when on their own /

alone at all of the places asked about, both during the day and after dark.

o “Avoiding particular areas”, “Walking with someone” and “Keeping to well-lit areas”
were the main factors that make women and girls feel safer — the same as in the
previous surveys. However, there were wide variations according to age group.

This highlights that interventions and / or campaigns around safety for women and girls

need to consider their target age group and be tailored accordingly.

J Almost one in four women and girls (23%) reported that they had been a victim of
one of the listed crimes in the last year (Domestic Abuse, Assault, Sexual Offence,
Stalking, Harassment, Upskirting, Drink Spiking, Cyber Flashing) — similar to the

previous surveys.

o Harassment was by far the most experienced crime, affecting overall one in seven of

the women and girls who responded.

o Women and girls with a physical or mental health condition which reduces their ability
to carry out day to day activities were more likely to report having been a victim of one

of the listed crimes.

o One third of women and girls who reported being a victim said that the person who had

committed the crime was under the influence of alcohol and / or drugs.
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. Just under half of women and girls said that they had reported the crime(s) that they
had experienced in the past year, which is similar to the rates in the CSEW (year
ending March 2026), and the previous surveys. The vast majority of respondents who

had reported the crime(s) reported to the police.

. The main reasons given for not reporting the crime(s) were “I didn’t think it would be
taken seriously”, “I didn’t think anything could be done about it” and “I don’t have
confidence in the police”. Previously, “I didn’t think it was serious enough” featured in
the top three reasons, but this has fallen by 21 percentage points indicating that
women and girls may now be more aware that certain behaviours are crimes. “l don’t
have confidence in the police” as a reason for not reporting a crime has increased by

18 percentage points to 47% since the previous survey in 2024.

o Half of respondents who reported a crime stated that they were referred to a victim

support service.

o Just over half of respondents felt more could be done by Derbyshire Police and the
local Councils to reassure and / or protect them when violent and / or sexual crimes
take place against women and girls, with the most common themes being “Greater
police visibility / more patrols” (mentioned in over one third of comments) and “Women
and girls reporting crimes to be believed / taken seriously” (mentioned in over one
quarter of comments). New themes in the 2026 survey included “Police to investigate
properly and ensure offenders are prosecuted” in third place and “Lack of confidence /
trust in the police and / or council, two-tier justice system, corrupt police officers” in

fourth place.
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Notes about the data

. The 2026 survey received 1,558 responses from Derbyshire force area residents, of
which 1,471 responses were from women and girls, 66 responses were from men and
boys and there were 21 other responses. One hundred and thirty one responses were

from persons from an Ethnic Minority background.

. The Crime Survey for England & Wales (CSEW) shows that being of certain non-White
ethnic backgrounds, being Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual or Other sexual orientation and
being disabled are all associated with a higher incidence of being a victim of crime
(year ending March 2026). Therefore, more detail has been provided for those
questions where responses from different demographics show a wide variation of

views / experience.

o For context: 9.3% of the Derbyshire force area population are from an Ethnic Minority
background, 2.5% are Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual or Other sexual orientation, and 8.4%

have their day to day activities limited a lot according to the 2021 Census.

o Respondents were self-selected and may therefore not be representative of the whole
of Derbyshire population. However, there was a good spread of respondents across

the various demographics (as detailed in the next section).

o Results are weighted according to age group and home local authority in line with the
Census 2021 profile of Derbyshire — with the “24 years or under” age group weighted
in line with numbers of 11-24 year olds, as younger girls (i.e. primary school age and

younger) are unlikely to be outside the home unaccompanied.

o Results for each question are generally based on definite answers only —i.e. “Don’t
know”, “Don’t wish to say”, “Prefer not to say” and blank answers have been excluded

unless specified.
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Q1/2. Numbers of respondents

All Women & | Proportion of Census

girls all responses 2021
All Respondents 1,558 1,471 - -
Ethnic Minority background
(51 Asian, 45 Black, o o
34 Mixed/Multiple, 1 Other) 131 123 8.4% 9.3%
(41 Derby, 90 Derbyshire)
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Other 158 145 10.1% 2.5%
Physical or mental health
conditions reduce ability to carry 160 148 10.3% 8.4%
out day to day activities a lot

Distribution of respondents (women and qirls) across Derby & Derbyshire

Note that responses were weighted by age group and home local authority area in line with

the Census 2021 profile of the Derbyshire force area so that results were not skewed by

higher numbers of respondents within certain demographics.

24 yrs | 25-34 | 35-44 | 45-54 | 55-64 | 65 yrs No_ age All
& under | yrs yrs yrs yrs & over | given

Amber Valley 64 28 22 41 41 20 2 218
Bolsover 38 14 17 26 17 12 3 127
Chesterfield 58 27 49 40 31 34 3 242
City of Derby 66 41 38 40 30 33 0 248
perbyshire 39 16 | 17 | 20 | 33 | 28 1 154
Erewash 10 11 12 18 17 13 2 83
High Peak 7 12 13 25 22 21 1 101
gg;}ohyfﬁf; 41 15 | 14 | 35 | 35 | 17 0 157
[S)Ztr‘ligshire 37 14 23 28 17 21 1 141
Total 360 178 205 273 243 199 13 1,471
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Q3/4. How safe do you feel when you are on your own / alone...?

Respondents were asked how safe they feel when on their own in or at various places, both

during the day and after dark.

Women and girls from Derby had lower, often the lowest, feelings of safety for most of the
places asked about, compared to those from areas outside of Derby.

Older women generally felt safer than younger women and girls, both during the day and

after dark, apart from online, where younger women and girls felt safer.

Women and girls with a physical or mental health condition which reduces their ability to
carry out day to day activities were more likely to feel unsafe when on their own / alone at all

of the places asked about, both during the day and after dark.

The proportion of women and girls from an Ethnic Minority background feeling safe was fairly
similar to those from a White background for at home, in their street, place of education and
workplace. They felt safer than those from a White background in their local town/city

centre, within the public transport system and at taxi ranks, but less safe online.
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Q3. How safe do you feel during the day when you are on your
own / alone...?

The main places where women and girls feel unsafe on their own during the day are at taxi
ranks and within the public transport system, in their local town/city centre, and in parks and
open spaces. “At taxi ranks” was ranked the most unsafe place with almost half of women

and girls saying they felt somewhat or very unsafe.

Q3: How safe do you feel during the day
when you are on your own / alone... ?

At home 85% 6% M)

In the street where you live 82% 9% 9%

At your place of education 74% 15% 11%

At your workplace 82 10% R

|

In your local town/city centre 47% 16% %

On public transport 45% 19% 36%

At your local bus station 41% 19%

At your local train station 47% 19% 34%

B
Oo w
X ~

At taxi ranks 32% 21% 47

|

In parks and open spaces 43% 20% 36%

In Derbyshire generally 52% 24% 24%

Online 59% 19% 22%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

W Safe Neither safe nor unsafe B Unsafe
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At home / on the street where you live

Around five out of six women and girls (85%) said they felt safe at home, and the majority
(82%) also said they felt safe in their street, with just 9% saying they felt unsafe. Women
and girls with a reduced ability to carry out day to day activities were much more likely to say
they felt unsafe both at home (27%) and in their street (29%).

At vour place of education / at your workplace

Three-quarters of women and girls said they felt safe at their place of education and / or at
their workplace, with 11% and 8% respectively saying they felt unsafe. Women and girls
with a reduced ability to carry out day to day activities were much more likely to feel unsafe
(29%, 21%) for both places.

In your local town/city centre

Just under half of women and girls said they felt safe in their local town/city centre during the
day, although this fell to around one third for residents of Erewash and South Derbyshire,

and less than a quarter (22%) for residents of Derby.

On public transport / at your local bus station / at your local train station / at taxi ranks

Less than half of women and girls said that they felt safe on their own during the day within
the public transport system and over one third said they felt unsafe. At taxi ranks, only

one third felt safe, with almost a half feeling unsafe.
Women and girls from Derby and those with a physical or mental health condition which
reduces their ability to carry out day to day activities were much more likely to feel unsafe.

Older women were more likely to feel safe than younger women and girls.

In parks and open spaces

Just under half of women and girls said they felt safe alone in parks and open spaces during
the day. However, this tended to be higher in more rural areas such as Derbyshire Dales
(64%), and High Peak and North East Derbyshire (both 59%), and lower in Derby (25%),
and also South Derbyshire (30%). Women and girls with a physical or mental health
condition which reduces their ability to carry out day to day activities were also less likely

to feel safe (31%).

In Derbyshire generally

Just over half of women and girls said that they felt safe on their own in Derbyshire generally

during the day, and results were similar to the previous question (in parks and open spaces).
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Online

Three out of five women and girls felt safe online during the day, with one out of five feeling
unsafe. Those aged 24 years or under were more likely to feel safe and less likely to feel
unsafe online. Women and girls with a physical or mental health condition which reduces
their ability to carry out day to day activities were almost twice as likely (38%) as the average

to feel unsafe online.

The graph below shows the demographics where there were the largest variations from the

average for feeling safe / unsafe during the day.

Q3: How safe do you feel during the day
when you are on your own / alone... ? (Detail)

At home: all 85% 6% IR

At home: Reduced ability

64% 27%

In your local town/city centre: all 47%

=
D
X

37%

In your local town/city centre: Derby

On public transport: all

In parks and open spaces: all

In parks and open spaces: Derbyshire Dales

Online: all

Online: 24 years or under

22% 13%

45% 19%

43% 20%

64%

59%

68%

In your local town/city centre: South Derbyshire 18%

65%

36%

O public transport: Recluced abity

36%

17% 20%

19% 22%

20% 12%

Oriine: Reduced abity 16%
0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
W Safe Neither safe nor unsafe W Unsafe
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Q4. How safe do you feel after dark when you are on your own /
alone...?

The main places where women and girls feel unsafe after dark are the same as during the
day: in parks and open spaces; within the public transport system and at taxi ranks; and in
their local town/city centre. “In parks and open spaces” was ranked the most unsafe place

with more than three-quarters of women and girls saying they felt somewhat or very unsafe.

Q4: How safe do you feel after dark
when you are on your own / alone... ?

At home 68% 6% 26%

In the street where you live 59% 12% 29%

At your place of education 57% 19% 24%

At your workplace 65% 14% 21%

In your local town/city centre 21% 13% 66%

On public transport 19% 15% 66%

At your local bus station 17% 13% 70%

At your local train station 20% 13% 67%

At taxi ranks 15% 15% 70%

In parks and open spaces 13% 10% 77%

In Derbyshire generally 25% 23% 51%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
W Safe Neither safe nor unsafe W Unsafe
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At home / on the street where you live

Two-thirds of women and girls (68%) said they felt safe at home, and three out of five (59%)
said they felt safe in their street after dark, with 26% and 29% respectively saying they felt
unsafe. This is slightly below the CSEW figure (year ending March 2026) where nationally
68% of women said they felt safe walking alone after dark. Women and girls with a physical
or mental health condition which reduces their ability to carry out day to day activities were
much more likely to say they felt unsafe both at home and in their street.

At vour place of education / at your workplace

Around three out of five women and girls said they felt safe at their place of education and /
or their workplace after dark, with around one out of five saying they felt unsafe. Women
and girls with a physical or mental health condition which reduces their ability to carry out

day to day activities were much more likely to say they felt unsafe after dark for both options.

In your local town/city centre

Two-thirds of women and girls overall said they felt unsafe in their local town/city centre after
dark, with just one in five saying they felt safe. This fell to only one in twenty women and

girls from Derby saying they felt safe on their own in the city centre after dark.

On public transport / at your local bus station / at your local train station / at taxi ranks

Two-thirds of women and girls overall felt unsafe within the public transport system and

at taxi ranks on their own after dark.

Women and girls from Derby, Erewash and South Derbyshire were the most likely to feel

unsafe. Older women were more likely to feel safe than younger women and girls.

In parks and open spaces

Three-quarters of women and girls felt unsafe in parks or open spaces on their own after
dark; however, as during the day, feeling unsafe was higher in urban areas, with nine out

of ten women and girls in Derby feeling unsafe.

In Derbyshire generally

A quarter of women and girls felt safe in Derbyshire generally on their own after dark, but
a half said they felt unsafe. Residents of Derby and women and girls with a physical or
mental health condition which reduces their ability to carry out day to day activities were

most likely to feel unsafe.

Violence Against

Women and Girls




Online
Results were very similar to during the day, with women and girls aged 24 years or under
more likely to feel safe and those with a physical or mental health condition which reduces

their ability to carry out day to day activities more likely to feel unsafe.

The graph below shows the demographics where there were the largest variations from the

average for feeling safe / unsafe after dark.

Q4: How safe do you feel after dark
when you are on your own / alone... ? (Detail)

At home: all 68% 6% 26%

At home: Reduced ability 47% 7% 46%

In your local town/city centre: all 13%

In your local town/city centre: Erewash

In your local town/city centre: South Derbyshire 11%
In your local town/city centre: Derby 4 10%

On public transport: South Derbyshire 13% 14% 73%

On public transport: Derby KA 15% 75%

In parks and open spaces: all B9 10% 77%

In parks and open spaces: Derbyshire Dales 27% 11% 62%

In parks and open spaces: Reduced ability EF5% 87%

In parks and open spaces: Derby M 6% 90%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
W Safe Neither safe nor unsafe W Unsafe
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Comparison of 2026, 2024 and 2022 surveys

The proportion of women and girls reporting feeling safe / unsafe in various locations is

similar to the 2022 survey, though slightly less positive than the 2024 survey.

Results show that the majority of women and girls feel safe at home, both during the day and
after dark. Consistently only around half of women and girls feel safe on their own during
the day in their local town/city centre, on public transport and in parks and open spaces -
and the proportion of those feeling safe in these places reduces significantly after dark.

However, there is little difference in feelings of safety online during the day and after dark.
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Q3&4: How safe do you feel during the day/after dark...
Comparison of 2026, 2024 and 2022 surveys

At home during the day: 2026 | Y S 7
At home during the day: 2024 BY%
At home during the day: 2022 | T, >[5

At home after dark: 2026 [N B
At home after dark: 2024 [ -7 <7
At home after dark: 2022 7% I

In your local town/city centre during the day: 2026 16%
In your local town/city centre during the day: 2024 18%
In your local town/city centre during the day: 2022 18%

In your local town/city centre after dark: 2026 13%
In your local town/city centre after dark: 2024 20%
In your local town/city centre after dark: 2022 12%

On public transport during the day: 2024 19%
On public transport during the day: 2024 21%
On public transport during the day: 2022 20%

On public transport after dark: 2026 15%
On public transport after dark: 2024 22%
On public transport after dark: 2022 15%

In parks and open spaces during the day: 2026 20%
In parks and open spaces during the day: 2024 19%
In parks and open spaces during the day: 2022 19%

In parks and open spaces after dark: 2026 10%
In parks and open spaces after dark: 2024 16%
In parks and open spaces after dark: 2022 8%

Online during the day: 2026 19%
Online during the day: 2024 18%
Online during the day: 2022 21%
Online after dark: 2026 20%
Online after dark: 2024 19%
Online after dark: 2022 24%
0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
W Safe Neither safe nor unsafe B Unsafe
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Q5. Whilst the focus needs to be on changing offender behaviour,
these changes will not happen overnight. In the current climate,
what makes you feel safer?

Respondents could choose as many options as applicable. Results were very similar to the
previous two surveys, with the top three issues remaining consistently chosen by the

majority of women and girls.
Lighting is an important factor in making women and girls feel safe, with almost four out of
five respondents choosing this option. “Keeping to areas covered by CCTV” was chosen by

less than half of respondents.

The national police.uk StreetSafe service StreetSafe | Police.uk (www.police.uk) allows

people to anonymously report safety concerns in public places. The information is regularly

passed on to Derbyshire Police and partners to be addressed.

Q5. What makes you feel safer?

Avoiding particular areas 81%

Walking with someone 81%

Keeping to well-lit areas 79%

68%

Keeping to busier areas/routes

Getting a lift with someone 65%

Seeing police officers 61%

Keeping to areas covered by CCTV 43%

Speaking to someone on the phone 34%

Carrying personal safety equipment 22%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Proportion of women & girls who chose each option
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https://www.police.uk/pu/notices/streetsafe/street-safe/

As with the previous surveys, there was a wide variance between different age groups for

some of the options.

Younger women and girls were less likely to choose “Keeping to busier areas/routes” than
older women. “Seeing police officers” was chosen by seven out of ten women aged
45 years or over as something that made them feel safer; however, this was true for less

than half of women and girls aged 24 years or under.

Conversely, “Speaking to someone on the phone” was only chosen by one third of women
and girls overall, but by more than half of women and girls aged 34 years or under. Walking

with someone was also slightly more favoured amongst younger women and girls.

These results highlight that interventions and / or campaigns around safety for women and

girls need to consider their target age group and be tailored accordingly.

Q5. What makes you feel safer? (Detail: age groups)

Keeping to busier areas/routes 68%
Keeping to busier areas/routes: 45 yrs or over || EGKGcTczINNSE3EEEGEEEE 2
Keeping to busier areas/routes: 25-44 yrs | NNENEGEGNGNGNGNGNGEGEGEGEGGE -2
Keeping to busier areas/routes: 24 yrs or under | EGNGTNGNGEGEGEGGE -

Seeing police officers: all 61%
Seeing police officers: 45 yrs or over | EGNGITNGNGNEEEEEEEEEEEEE o
Seeing police officers: 25-44 yrs | EEGNGNGINGNGNGNGEGEEE 5
Seeing police officers: 24 yrs or under | EGTGTNGEGEG 5%

Speaking to someone on the phone: all s 34%
Speaking to someone on the phone: 55 yrs or over | 19%

Speaking to someone on the phone: 35-54 yrs | NN 7%
Speaking to someone on the phone: 34 yrs or under | N -3

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Proportion of women & girls who chose each option
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Q6/7. Have you been a victim of any of the following crime types in
the last year: Domestic Abuse, Assault, Sexual Offence, Stalking,
Harassment, Upskirting, Drink Spiking, Cyber Flashing?

Respondents could select as many crime types as applicable. This year, Cyber Flashing

(unwanted sexual pictures) was also included in the list of crimes.

Almost one in four women and girls (23%) reported that they had been a victim of one of the
listed crimes in the last year (Domestic Abuse, Assault, Sexual Offence, Stalking,
Harassment, Upskirting, Drink Spiking, Cyber Flashing) — similar to the previous surveys.
Of those who had been a victim of crime, around half had been a victim of only one type of
crime, with around one quarter subject to two crimes and the remaining quarter reporting

that they had been the victim of three or more of the listed crimes.

Harassment was by far the most experienced crime, affecting overall one in seven of the
women and girls who responded. Within the crime types, there was quite a wide variation
between different demographics reporting being a victim. Therefore, any interventions
should recognise and be appropriate for those demographics who are more likely to

experience particular crimes.

Q6/7. Have you been a victim of any of
the following crime types in the last year?

Any of the below crimes 7 A 23%
Harassment | 5
Domestic Abuse ||| | | | A 7>
sexual Offence | | I s
stalking || | N -
cyber Flashing ||| | [ [l 2>
Assault |GG 3%
Drink Spiking | 1%
Upskirting ] 0%

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25%

Proportion of women & girls answering "Yes"
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The Crime Survey for England & Wales (CSEW) shows that being of certain non-White
ethnic backgrounds, being Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual or Other sexual orientation and being
disabled are all associated with a higher incidence of being a victim of crime (Annual

Supplementary Tables year ending March 2026).

Women and girls with a physical or mental health condition which reduces their ability to
carry out day to day activities, and to a lesser extent, those who are Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual
or Other sexuality, were more likely to report having been a victim of one of the listed crimes,

particularly Assault, Sexual Offences, Harassment and Drink Spiking.

Women and girls with a physical or mental health condition which reduces their ability to
carry out day to day activities were much more likely than the average to report being

a victim of Domestic Abuse and/or Stalking.

The following charts show a breakdown of various demographics for the three most

experienced crime types (Harassment, Domestic Abuse and Sexual Offences).

Q6/7. Have you been a victim of any of the following
crime types in the last year: Harassment

All women & girls e 15%

White background I 15%
Ethnic Minority background | INIINIINININGEGENGNGNEGNGNEGENENENEGNEGN 6%
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Other sexuality |GGG 26%
Reduced ability for day to day activities | NNNNINININININGEGEEEEEEEEEEEE 03%

Derby City [N, 2 1%
Derbyshire County NS 14%

24 years or under NG 13%
25-34 years I 029%
35-44 years I 4%
45-54 years N /%
55 years or over NG °%
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Women aged 35-44 years were the most likely to report being a victim of crime - this is
particularly the case for Domestic Abuse. It is also noteworthy that only 3% of those aged
24 years or under reported being a victim of Domestic Abuse - which is the same as the

2024 survey.

However, these results differ from the CSEW estimates of Domestic Abuse for all persons
(year ending March 2025, latest available) where 18.2% of 16-19 year olds and 12.9% of
20-24 year olds had experienced some form of Domestic Abuse in the past 12 months
compared to the average of 7.8% of people (9.1% of females) aged 16 and over — and that

also the prevalence of Domestic Abuse decreases with age.

This discrepancy may be due to respondents for this survey being self-selected and
therefore not fully representative, a difference in methodology between this survey and the
CSEW, and also that younger respondents in particular may not recognise certain

behaviours as Domestic Abuse crimes.

Women and girls from Derby were much more likely to report having been a victim of

Harassment or a Sexual Offence than those from the Derbyshire County area.

Q6/7. Have you been a victim of any of the following
crime types in the last year: Domestic Abuse

All women & girls e 7%

White background IINININININGEGEENE 7%
Ethnic Minority background [N 4%
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Other sexuality | NNNENEGENNEEE 3%
Reduced ability for day to day activities | I 20%
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Q6/7. Have you been a victim of any of the following
crime types in the last year: Sexual Offences

All women & girls e 5%

White background NN 5%
Ethnic Minority background | 5%
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Other sexuality | ENNNENEGENNNNNNNNNN 11%
Reduced ability for day to day activities | NENGTGTGTGTGGEEEEEEEEEN 4%

Derby City [ NN 3
Derbyshire County | N 4%

24 years or under NG 3%
25-34vears I 7/
35-44 years N 1%
45-54 years I /%
55yearsorover I 1%

0% 5% 10% 15% 20%

Proportion of women & girls answering "Yes"

As far as you know, was the person who committed the crime(s)
under the influence of alcohol and / or drugs?

This was a new question in the 2026 survey. One third of women and girls who reported
being a victim said that the person who had committed the crime was under the influence of

alcohol and / or drugs. Domestic Abuse showed the highest rate.

Under the influence of .. Alcohol Drugs Both Alcohol At least one of
only only and Drugs Alcohol or Drugs
Domestic Abuse 16% 5% 22% 44%
Assault 9% 4% 23% 36%
Sexual Offence 12% 1% 18% 31%
Stalking 8% 5% 16% 29%
Harassment 6% 4% 18% 29%
Upskirting 13% 0% 0% 13%
Drink Spiking 14% 0% 23% 37%
Cyber flashing 5% 3% 5% 13%
Any of the crimes 9% 2% 22% 34%

(Percentages may not add due to rounding)
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Q8/9. Did you report the crime(s) to any organisation?

Respondents could choose more than one organisation where they had reported the
crime(s). Just under half of women and girls said that they had reported, which is similar to

the rates in the CSEW (year ending March 2026), and the previous surveys.

Although the more serious crimes were more likely to have been reported, still nearly one
quarter of victims of Domestic Abuse and more than one third of the victims of a Sexual
Offence had not reported their crime(s). The vast majority of respondents who had reported
the crime(s) reported to the police. “Other” organisations reported to included websites,

employers and CrimeStoppers.

Q8. Did you report the crime(s) to any organisation?

Reported one or more crime(s) Sy 49%
cyber foshing N
Domestic Abuse | 77
stalking | <o
sexual Offence || EGTGTGTGTNEEEEEEEEEEE -:
assault | -
Harassment _ 48%
Upskirting | />
prink spiking || G -

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
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Q9. Who did you report the crime(s) to?
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Q10. Why didn’t you report the crime(s)?

Just under half of those who had been a victim of crime said they did not report the crime(s)
to any organisation. Respondents could choose as many reasons for not reporting as
applicable. There were not enough responses to enable further analysis regarding the

different crime types or by demographics.

The main reasons given for not reporting the crime(s) were “I didn’t think it would be taken

seriously”, “I didn’t think anything could be done about it” and “I don’t have confidence in the
police”. In the previous two surveys, “l didn’t think it was serious enough” featured in the top
three reasons, but this has fallen by 21 percentage points since 2024 indicating that women

and girls may now be more aware that certain behaviours are crimes.

“I don’t have confidence in the police” as a reason for not reporting a crime has increased
by 18 percentage points to 47% since the previous survey in 2024. Amongst the comments
in the “Other” category, there were several mentions of a lack of confidence in the police and
justice system (two-tier justice), belief that the perpetrator(s) would not be held to account,

and fear of reprisals.

Q10. Why didn't you report the crime(s)?

| didn't think it would taken seriously _ 56%
| didn't think anything could be done about it _ 50%
| don't have confidence in the police _ 47%
| didn't think it was serious enough _ 32%
| didn't think | would be believed _ 22%
| was too embarrassed _ 14%
| didn't know where to report it _ 12%

I had pressure from family/friends not to report it I 1%
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Q11. After reporting, were you satisfied with the service you
received from...?

Only a limited number of respondents answered this question, and as respondents were
self-selected, results should be taken with some caution. Therefore, responses have not

been broken down further by crimes experienced or demographics.

Q11. Were you satisfied with the service you received from...

Police (157 responses) N34 15% 18% 14% 47%
CPS (69 responses) YA 12% 13% 20% 49%
DVS (115 responses) 14% 30% 12% 13% 31%
0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

MW Very satisified B Satisfied Neither satisfied nor unsatisfied B Unsatisified M Very unsatisfied

Q12/13. Did the Police or the Crown Prosecution Service refer you
to any victim support service?

Half (50%) of respondents stated that they were referred to a victim support service, similar
to the previous surveys. Those who gave details of the service(s) said they were referred to
Derbyshire Victim Services (DVS) and / or various services for victims of Domestic Abuse

and Sexual Offences.
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Q14/15. Do you feel that Derbyshire Police and the local Councils
could do more to reassure and / or protect you when violent
and / or sexual crimes against women and qirls take place?

Just over half of respondents felt that more could be done by Derbyshire Police and the local
Councils (836 of all 1,558 respondents, 793 of 1,471 women and girls), with a total of 694

respondents providing comments.

Overall, “Greater police visibility / more patrols” topped the list by a large margin (as it has
for all three surveys), being mentioned in over one third of comments. “Women and girls
reporting crimes to be believed / taken seriously” remained in second place, as in 2024,

being mentioned in over one quarter of comments.

There were several new themes in the 2026 survey, including “Police to investigate properly
and ensure offenders are prosecuted” in third place, “Lack of confidence / trust in the police
and / or council, two-tier justice system, corrupt police officers” in fourth place, “I change my
behaviour, avoid certain locations etc” in eighth place, “Concern about / experience of
VAWG offences committed by immigrants” in eleventh place and “Train officers about

VAWG issues” in fifteenth place.

Themes mentioned in more than 35 comments (i.e. in more than 5% of total comments)

Greater police visibility / more patrols 239 mentions
Women and girls reporting crimes to be believed / taken seriously 185 mentions
Police to investigate properly and ensure offenders are prosecuted 156 mentions

Lack of confidence / trust in the police and / or council, two-tier justice system,

corrupt police officers 112 mentions
Improve communication and / or supply information 105 mentions
More / better support for victims 84 mentions
Don't blame victims 72 mentions
| change my behaviour, avoid certain locations etc 69 mentions
Education of men and boys 68 mentions
More / better lighting 62 mentions
Concern about / experience of VAWG offences committed by immigrants 59 mentions
Stricter sentencing / punishments 55 mentions
Quicker response to incidents 54 mentions
More CCTV 46 mentions
Train officers about VAWG issues 37 mentions

Violence Against
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Have you been a
victim of crime?

" If you would like to talk to someone
about what has happened to you, or
you would like emotional or practical
support we are here to help. Al
services are free and confidential.

ADULT VICTIM SERVICES
YOUNG VICTIM SERVICES
DOMESTIC ABUSE
SEXUAL ABUSE

HATE CRIME

STALKING VICTIM SERVICES
e YANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR
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Help and support is available with

Derbyshire

Victim Services

@) DerbyshireVictimServices.co.uk Op= 0
© Support@DVSsupport.org il'_l_T':' ST
i

0800612 6505 T T
© Text 'DVS’ to 82228 EIE*;}.-.-_ o

sz‘;" Derbyshire pccoffice@derbyshire.police.uk
S cPolice and Crime ©) 0300 122 6000
- ommissioner . :
( ( ” Sufer avd Stronger Togetler (f) @DerbyshirePCC

(X
FladHRg e & Derbyshire-PCCgov.uk



	Structure Bookmarks
	 



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



