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Stop Search Scrutiny Panel
Date of Meeting: Wednesday 30" October 2024
Attendance:

Ade Miller (AD) — Police Constable
Ali Hunt (AH) — Police Constable (shadowing)
Phoebe Stott (PS) — Caseworker and Volunteer Coordinator (OPCC)

Independent Panel Members

BM — independent panel member
LT — independent panel member
LB — independent panel member
CB — independent panel member
LK — independent panel member

1) Welcome and Introductions

This scrutiny panel was held online via Microsoft Teams. PS welcomed all the panel members
to the meeting. AM introduced himself to the panel members.

These minutes contain numerous abbreviations. A description of them is explained below.

GOWISELY
Police officers use the acronym ‘GOWISELY’ to ensure the required information is given to
members of the public when detained for the purpose of a search.

Grounds for search

Object of search

Warrant card (if not in uniform or requested)
Identity of officer

Station to which the officer is attached.
Entitlement to a copy of the search record
Legal power used.

You are detained for the purpose of the search.

PACE 1984 (s1) — Police and Criminal Evidence Act (1984) Section 1
DP - Detained person

BWYV - Body Worn Video

XXX — Redaction



2) Stop Search Scrutiny: North

Case 1
Date 02/09/2024
Time 17:18
Location Matlock, Derbyshire
Subject Male
31

W1. White British

PE Search Power

Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 (s23 (Possession))

PE Search Reason

Drugs — other controlled drugs

PE Search Outcome

Yes — the object(s) searched for

PE Search Clothing Removed

No — outer clothes only (JOG)

Stop Search Type

Stop Search — Person Only

Incident Summary

Vehicle seen driven by Police, driver suspected to be
driving without licence and insurance due to recent intel.

After exiting vehicle driver sweating profusely and then
admits to officers that he has smoked cannabis 1hour ago,
later stating that there was cannabis in the car.

Observations: subject appeared very agitated and was
sweating profusely

Information/intelligence: subject admitted to smoking
cannabis and had already committed a moving traffic
offence l.e. driving without licence/ insurance

Suspicion prior to search: | suspected that cannabis would
be present in the vehicle

Outcome (i.e., arrested)

Arrest

Body Worn Video available

Yes — viewed by the panel

Feedback from Independent Panel Members

Panel Observations

DP was treated well. GOWISELY completed really well.
Officer very polite and precise.

Panel Decision

Panel agreed that the description of the grounds justified
the stop search, and the BWV gave evidence for
compliance.

Actions taken by Police

Feedback on the stop search to be shared with officers
involved.




Case 2

Date 11/09/2024
Time 16:00
Location Chesterfield, Derbyshire
Subject Male
31

W1. White British

PE Search Power

Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 (s23 (Possession))

PE Search Reason

Drugs — other controlled drugs

PE Search Outcome

Yes — the object(s) searched for

PE Search Clothing Removed

No — outer clothes only (JOG)

Stop Search Type

Stop Search- Person Only

Incident Summary

Vehicle sighted, which has numerous recent intelligence
items linking the vehicle to drug supply. The vehicle came
to a natural stop and the driver was approached when he
opened his door there was a joint of cannabis at the side
of his chair and he stated that there was an ounce of
cannabis in the vehicle.

Observations: Driver stated there was an ounce of
cannabis within the vehicle.

Information/intelligence: Intel related to vehicle posted
on briefing.

Suspicion prior to search: strong smell of cannabis coming
from vehicle, intelligence items on vehicle and driver.

Outcome (i.e., arrested)

Arrest

Body Worn Video available

Yes — viewed by the panel

Feedback from Independent Panel Members

Panel Observations

Search was conducted really well. The panel particularly
liked that the officer asked the detainee if he understood
everything and noted this was good practice.

Only observation was during GOWISELY, the power quoted
was section 32 of PACE should have been section 23 of
PACE.

Panel Decision

Panel agreed that the description of the grounds justified
the stop search, and the BWV gave evidence for
compliance.

Actions taken by Police

Feedback on the stop search to be shared with officers
involved.




Case 3

Date 13/09/2024
Time 03:57
Location Duckmanton, Derbyshire
Subject Female
38

W1. White British

PE Search Power

Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 (s23 (PWITS))

PE Search Reason

Drugs — other controlled drugs

PE Search Outcome

Yes — the object(s) searched for

PE Search Clothing Removed

No — no clothes removed

Stop Search Type

Stop Search — Person and Vehicle

Incident Summary

Female found in a vehicle parked at the side of XXX Way in
the early hours of the morning whilst on uniformed

patrol. The female had her head back and mouth open.
Approached the vehicle and she was not initially
responsive, and when she did respond she was tired and
not initially coherent. Name check resulted in intelligence
stating that the female is known for the use and supply of
drugs within the Chesterfield area.

Observations: Female in vehicle parked at the side of XXX
Way with the engine running, lights on, asleep with her
head back and mouth open at 03:30 in the morning.

Information/intelligence: Intelligence known that the
female is concerned in the supply and use of drugs.

Suspicion prior to search: The female was asleep in her
vehicle at 03:30 in the morning, engine running and lights
on, female was unresponsive to officer’s attempts to
rouse her initially.

Outcome (i.e., arrested)

Arrest

Body Worn Video available

Yes — Viewed by the panel

Feedback from Independent Panel Members

Panel Observations

All officers treated her really well, everyone was calm and
relaxed, and it was also good practice that they asked her
if she understood everything after relaying GOWISELY.

Panel Decision

Panel agreed that the description of the grounds justified
the stop search, and the BWV gave evidence for
compliance.

Actions taken by Police

Feedback on the stop search to be shared with officers
involved.




Case 4

Date 15/09/2024
Time 17:29
Location Two Dales, Derbyshire
Subject Male
27

W1. White British

PE Search Power

Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 (s23 (Possession))

PE Search Reason

Drugs — other controlled drugs

PE Search Outcome

Yes — the object(s) searched for

PE Search Clothing Removed

No — outer clothes only (JOG)

Stop Search Type

Stop Search -Person and Vehicle

Incident Summary

Vehicle witnessed driving on a road. Intelligence linking
the driver and vehicle to drugs, namely the driver driving
the vehicle whilst under the influence of cannabis.

Vehicle stopped. Further checks on the driver show the
above. Driver admits to smoking cannabis during the early
hours of the morning. Based on the above, driver and
vehicle detained for a search under section 23 of the
misuse of drugs act.

; Observations: Vehicle witnessed driving on a road.
Intelligence linking the driver and vehicle to drugs, namely
the driver driving the vehicle whilst under the influence of
cannabis. Vehicle stopped. Further checks on the driver
show the above. Driver admits to smoking cannabis
during the early hours of the morning.

; Infformation/intelligence: Vehicle witnessed driving on a
road. Intelligence linking the driver and vehicle to drugs,
namely the driver driving the vehicle whilst under the
influence of cannabis. Vehicle stopped. Further checks on
the driver show the above. Driver admits to smoking
cannabis during the early hours of the morning.

; Suspicion prior to search: Vehicle witnessed driving on a
road. Intelligence linking the driver and vehicle to drugs,
namely the driver driving the vehicle whilst under the
influence of cannabis.

Vehicle stopped. Further checks on the driver show the
above. Driver admits to smoking cannabis during the early
hours of the morning.

Outcome (i.e., arrested)

Arrest

Body Worn Video available

Yes — Viewed by the panel




Feedback from Independent Panel Members

Panel Observations

Panel commented that the description of the grounds was
very lengthy and repetitive.

In relation to the BWV, they stated that the officer was
very understanding regarding DPs mental health and made
sure the detainee was understanding the process. The
panel also though it was respectful that the officer asked
the detainee if he was happy for him to pass his rucksack
to his mum once searched as he was going to custody.

Panel Decision

Panel agreed that the description of the grounds justified
the stop search, and the BWV gave evidence for
compliance.

Actions taken by Police

Feedback on the stop search to be shared with officers
involved.

Case 5
Date 22/09/2024
Time 16:50
Location Chesterfield, Derbyshire
Subject 24
Male

W1. White British

PE Search Power

Misuse of Drugs Act 1971(s23 (Possession))

PE Search Reason

Drugs — other controlled drugs

PE Search Outcome

Yes — the object(s) searched for

PE Search Clothing Removed

No — no clothes removed

Stop Search Type

Stop Search — Person and Vehicle

Incident Summary

Vehicle heavily linked to drug supply around Chesterfield
and is on briefing for drugs. On stopping vehicle one of
occupants runs off.

Observations: one of the occupants runs from vehicle,
two more sat in it.

Information/intelligence: vehicle is heavily linked to drug
supply. driver already under investigation for drug supply.

Suspicion prior to search: vehicle heavily linked to drug
supply and male already under investigation

Outcome (i.e., arrested)

Arrest

Body Worn Video available

Yes — Viewed by the panel




Feedback from Independent Panel Members

Panel Observations

The panel commented that GOWISELY was relayed to the
DP very quickly and some aspects were missing i.e.: there
was no reference to a copy of the search or the object they
were looking for.

Panel noted that the officer should have removed the vape
from the detainee for his own safety to ensure it couldn’t
have been used as a weapon or to harm the officer.

Panel Decision

Panel agreed that the description of the grounds justified
the stop search, and the BWV gave evidence for
compliance.

Actions taken by Police

Feedback on the stop search to be shared with officers
involved

3) Stop Search Scrutiny: South

Case 1
Date 11/09/2024
Time 09:00
Location Derby, Derby City
Subject Male
56

A9. Any other Asian Background

PE Search Power

Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 (s23 (PWITS))

PE Search Reason

Drugs — other controlled drugs

PE Search Outcome

Yes — the object(s) searched for

PE Search Clothing Removed

No — no clothes removed

Stop Search Type

Stop Search — Person and Vehicle

Incident Summary

Information to suggest vehicle and it's occupants were
involved in drug supply around the derby area. Vehicle
spotted in the area where this vehicle was suspected to
be dealing in.

Observations: vehicle spotted in the area it was suspected
to be dealing in. upon being stopped, the single male
occupant refused to open the door for a short while and
appeared to try to drive off.

Information/intelligence: vehicle suspected be involved in
drug supply.

Suspicion prior to search: Information the vehicle and it's
occupants were involved in drug supply.

Outcome (i.e., arrested)

Arrest

Body Worn Video available

Yes — viewed by the panel




Feedback from Independent Panel Members

Panel Observations

Due to officers smashing the car window of the detainee,
concerns were raised around the welfare of the detainee
and whether this could have been prioritised, especially
because he said he had something in his eye.

The detainee also didn’t seem to be taking in what was
going on or what was said, and the officer did not check to
ensure the detainee understood everything — detainee
could have potentially been in shock after having his
window smashed.

Panel Decision

Panel agreed that the description of the grounds justified
the stop search, and the BWV gave evidence for
compliance.

Actions taken by Police

Feedback on the stop search to be shared with officers
involved

Case 2
Date 17/09/2024
Time 18:02
Location Derby, Derby City
Subject Male
43

A9. Any other Asian background

PE Search Power

Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 (s23 (PWITS))

PE Search Reason

Drugs - other controlled drugs

PE Search Outcome

Yes — the object(s) searched for

PE Search Clothing Removed

No — no clothes removed

Stop Search Type

Stop Search — Person Only

Incident Summary

The searched was seen by partner agency staff openly
dealing class A to the homeless in the city centre.
Observations: the searched walked off from uniformed
police when partner agency staff saw pointed him out to
them

Information/intelligence: the area is a hotspot of class A
dealing and use

Suspicion prior to search: that the searched may have
class A drugs on him still.

Outcome (i.e., arrested)

Arrest

Body Worn Video available

Yes — viewed by the panel




Feedback from Independent Panel Members

Panel Observations

The panel commented that the description of the grounds
was very straightforward and to the point and there was
very good coverage of the grounds on the BWV.

Panel Decision

Panel agreed that the description of the grounds justified
the stop search, and the BWV gave evidence for
compliance.

Actions taken by Police

Feedback on the stop search to be shared with officers
involved

Case 3
Date 28/09/2024
Time 12:00
Location Derby, Derby City
Subject Male
26

W1. White British

PE Search Power

Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 (s23 (Possession))

PE Search Reason

Drugs — other controlled drugs

PE Search Outcome

Yes — the object(s) searched for

PE Search Clothing Removed

No — no clothes removed

Stop Search Type

Stop Search — Person Only

Incident Summary

Drugs dog indicated that male was in possession of drugs.
Stewards detain male who hands over a white powder
believed to be cocaine. Detained searched properly in
case he was further in possession of drugs

Observations: drugs dog indicated that detainee was in
possession of drugs.

Information/intelligence: detainee had already admitted
to stewards at football ground that he was in possession
of drugs.

Suspicion prior to search: drugs dog indicating possession
and detainee admitting possession when asked.

Outcome (i.e., arrested)

Arrest

Body Worn Video available

Yes — viewed by the panel




Feedback from Independent Panel Members

Panel Observations

The panel stated that this was a really good search.

Panel Decision

Panel agreed that the description of the grounds justified
the stop search, and the BWV gave evidence for
compliance.

Actions taken by Police

Feedback on the stop search to be shared with officers
involved

Case 4
Date 28/09/2024
Time 09:55
Location Derby, Derby City
Subject Male
20

M9. Any other mixed background

PE Search Power

Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 (s23 (PWITS))

PE Search Reason

Drugs — other controlled drugs

PE Search Outcome

Yes — the object(s) searched for

PE Search Clothing Removed

No — no clothes removed

Stop Search Type

Stop Search — Person Only

Incident Summary

Plain clothes officers have seen suspect meet up with two
known drug users. They have walked round the corner
together into a drug dealing hotspot. Officers have seen a
drug deal and seen suspect exchanging items with the
drug users. Drug users have immediately walked away
after the exchange has occurred. officers identify
themselves as police and the suspect attempts to run
away before being immediately detained.

Observations: Plain clothes officers have seen suspect
meet up with two known drug users. They have walked
round the corner together into a drug dealing hotspot.
Officers have seen a drug deal and seen suspect
exchanging items with the drug users. Drug users have
immediately walked away after the exchange has
occurred.

Information/intelligence: Intelligence suggests this area is
a drug dealing hotspot in the city centre.

Suspicion prior to search: Male tried to run away before
being detained. Officers have seen the drug deal.

Outcome (i.e., arrested)

Arrest

Body Worn Video available

Yes — viewed by the panel




Feedback from Independent Panel Members

Panel Observations

The panel did pick up that the officers did not display their
warrant cards to the detainee, and they should have done
due to them being in plain clothes.

Panel Decision

Panel agreed that the description of the grounds justified
the stop search, and the BWV gave evidence for
compliance.

Actions taken by Police

Feedback on the stop search to be shared with officers
involved

Case 5
Date 30/09/2024
Time 01:28
Location Swadlincote, Derbyshire
Subject Female
39

W1. White British

PE Search Power

Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 (s23 (Possession))

PE Search Reason

Drugs — other controlled drugs

PE Search Outcome

Yes — the object(s) searched for

PE Search Clothing Removed

No — no clothes removed

Stop Search Type

Stop Search — Person Only

Incident Summary

Two people sat in a vehicle late at night directly outside
an address where there is Intel for drugs.

Observations: Passenger was trying to hide a bag from
underneath his feet in the footwell.

Female was repeatedly asking questions and being rather
chatty in order to try and distract officers

Information/intelligence: Intelligence to suggest that drug
dealing / activity is happening at [a residential address]
Suspicion prior to search: Police see a vehicle parked
directly outside [a residential address] police knowledge
that drug dealing is occurring from the address the vehicle
is directly outside of in the early hours of the morning.

As soon as police got closer the driver immediately turned
the headlights on as if they were going to drive off.

In the vehicle were a male in the passenger seat and a
female in the driver seat acting suspiciously when officers
approached.

Outcome (i.e., arrested)

Arrest

Body Worn Video available

Yes — viewed by the panel




Feedback from Independent Panel Members

Panel Observations No further comments were made by the panel.

Panel Decision Panel agreed that the description of the grounds justified
the stop search, and the BWV gave evidence for
compliance.

Actions taken by Police Feedback on the stop search to be shared with officers
involved






