
Stop Search Scrutiny Panel 
Date of Meeting: Thursday 28th November 2024

Attendance: 

Police and OPCC 

James Hunt (JH) – Sergeant  
Colin Williams (CW) – Police Constable (shadowing) 
Phoebe Stott (PS) – Caseworker and Volunteer Coordinator (OPCC) 
Nicolle Ndiweni-Roberts (NNR) – Police and Crime Commissioner  

Independent Panel Members 

KG – independent panel member 
DL – independent panel member 
CB – independent panel member 
SS – independent panel member 

1) Welcome and Introductions

This scrutiny panel was held online via Microsoft Teams. 

PS welcomed all the panel members to the meeting. JH introduced himself to the panel 
members.  

These minutes contain numerous abbreviations. A description of them is explained below. 

GOWISELY 
Police officers use the acronym ‘GOWISELY’ to ensure the required information is given to 
members of the public when detained for the purpose of a search. 

Grounds for search  
Object of search 
Warrant card (if not in uniform or requested) 
Identity of officer 
Station to which the officer is attached. 
Entitlement to a copy of the search record 
Legal power used. 
You are detained for the purpose of the search. 



PACE 1984 (s1) – Police and Criminal Evidence Act (1984) Section 1 
DP - Detained person 
BWV – Body Worn Video 
XXX – Redaction 
 

2) Stop Search Scrutiny: North 

Case 1 

Date 14/10/2024 
Time 13:45 
Location Clay Cross, Derbyshire 
Subject Male 

50 
W9. Any other white background 

PE Search Power PACE 1984 (s1) 
PE Search Reason Stolen Goods 
PE Search Outcome Yes – the object(s) searched for 
PE Search Clothing Removed No- outer clothes only (JOG)  
Stop Search Type Stop Search – Persona and Vehicle 
Incident Summary Vehicle had a marker for being used in the commission of 

thefts of handbags and purses. When stopped, the front 
seat passenger had a number of bank cards between his 
legs and a females handbag in the footwell. I suspected 
they were stolen.  
 
Observations: nothing to add to the above. 
 
Information/intelligence: Marker on vehicle which shows 
it had been involved in a number of offences.  
 
Suspicion prior to search: He had a females handbag on 
the floor and around 10 bank cards between his legs. 

Outcome (i.e, arrested) Arrest 
Body Worn Video available Yes – viewed by the panel 

 

Feedback from Independent Panel Members 

Panel Observations No further comments were made by the panel. 
Panel Decision Panel agreed that the description of the grounds justified 

the stop search, and the BWV gave evidence for 
compliance. 

Actions taken by Police Feedback on the stop search has been shared with officers 
involved. 

 



Case 2 

Date 18/10/2024 
Time 13:00 
Location Chesterfield, Derbyshire 
Subject Male  

33 
M3. White & Asian 

PE Search Power Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 (s23 (Possession)) 
PE Search Reason Drugs – other controlled drugs 
PE Search Outcome Yes – the object(s) searched for 
PE Search Clothing Removed No - no clothes removed 
Stop Search Type Stop Search-Person and Vehicle 
Incident Summary Vehicle linked to drug dealing, on seeing police vehicle has 

made off. Vehicle located and blocked in on side street. 
  
Observations: vehicle has made of from police. When 
located driver extremely agitated and worried. Vehicle is 
linked to drug dealing in area seen 
 
Information/intelligence: Intelligence shows vehicle linked 
recently to dealing 
 
Suspicion prior to search: Vehicle made off, caught hiding 
down a side road. 

Outcome (i.e, arrested) Arrest 
Body Worn Video available Yes – viewed by the panel 

 

Feedback from Independent Panel Members 

Panel Observations No further comments were made by the panel. 
Panel Decision Panel agreed that the description of the grounds justified 

the stop search, and the BWV gave evidence for 
compliance. 

Actions taken by Police Feedback on the stop search has been shared with officers 
involved. 

 

Case 3 

Date 21/10/2024 
Time 14:20 
Location Chesterfield, Derbyshire 
Subject Male 

44 
W1. White British 

PE Search Power PACE 1984 (s1) 



PE Search Reason Articles for use in theft 
PE Search Outcome Yes - the object(s) searched for 
PE Search Clothing Removed No - no clothes removed 
Stop Search Type Stop Search-Person Only 
Incident Summary Male is seen leaving TK MAXX by PCSOs who have just 

observed him dump a laundry box full of items. Believed 
to have dumped them after seeing the PCSOS walk 
towards him. 
 
Observations: PCSOs have seen the male drop the box as 
he is exiting past the security gate only steps away down 
the pavement. The box is almost chucked behind him, as 
he is leaving, he is staring at the ground as they have 
walked by the PCSOS at speed. The laundry box, an item 
from TK MAXX was full of socks. The items had no security 
labels on them and the alarms would not have gone off if 
he had continued to walk out with them. The pay points 
are on the opposite side of the store in a different 
direction to where the male has come from. 
 
Information/intelligence: The male has been seen after 
the event by PCSOs coming from the area of TK MAXX. He 
has the seen officers stood close by and changed his 
direction. 
 
Suspicion prior to search: Male has been followed in order 
to collect his details , when first asked to stop he 
appeared agitated. On providing him with grounds in 
order to detain, before any other justification was given, 
he has run to evade detention and before a search could 
commence. When detained, items could be seen falling 
out of his bag where the search began again. 

Outcome (i.e, arrested) Arrest 
Body Worn Video available Yes – viewed by the panel 

 

Feedback from Independent Panel Members 

Panel Observations No further comments were made by the panel. 
Panel Decision Panel agreed that the description of the grounds justified 

the stop search, and the BWV gave evidence for 
compliance. 

Actions taken by Police Feedback on the stop search has been shared with officers 
involved. 

 

 



Case 4 

Date 22/10/2024 
Time 16:00 
Location Alfreton, Derbyshire 
Subject Male 

24 
B2. Black African 

PE Search Power Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 (s23 (PWITS)) 
PE Search Reason Drugs – other controlled drugs 
PE Search Outcome Yes - the object(s) searched for 
PE Search Clothing Removed No - no clothes removed 
Stop Search Type Stop Search-Person Only 
Incident Summary Information was passed to the Police that a male from 

Nottingham had taken over an address of a vulnerable 
person and was selling drugs from the Property.  
 
Observations: When Police attended the address, officers 
have witnessed the male run up the stairs out of sight of 
the Police when we have knocked on. 
 
Information/intelligence: Intelligence suggest that a 
mixed-race male from Nottingham had taken over an 
address of a vulnerable male. The intelligence suggests 
that he is selling drugs from within the property. 
 
Suspicion prior to search: When Police attended the 
address, officers have witnessed the male run up the 
stairs out of sight of the Police when we have knocked on. 

Outcome (i.e, arrested) Arrest 
Body Worn Video available Yes – viewed by the panel 

 

Feedback from Independent Panel Members 

Panel Observations No further comments were made by the panel. 
Panel Decision Panel agreed that the description of the grounds justified 

the stop search, and the BWV gave evidence for 
compliance. 

Actions taken by Police Feedback on the stop search has been shared with officers 
involved. 

 

Case 5 

Date 27/10/2024 
Time 03:00 
Location Killamarsh, Derbyshire 



Subject Male 
27 
W1. White British 

PE Search Power PACE 1984 (s1) 
PE Search Reason Articles for use in theft 
PE Search Outcome Yes - the object(s) searched for 
PE Search Clothing Removed No - no clothes removed 
Stop Search Type Stop Search-Person and Vehicle 
Incident Summary Vehicle seen travelling at speed in convoy with another 

vehicle in the early hours of the morning. Vehicle had a 
recent marker for being involved in theft of cable from 
Solar Farms. The vehicles had just come from an area with 
numerous solar farms. 
 
Observations: Vehicles driving at speed in the early hours. 
 
Information/intelligence: Recent marker on one of the 
vehicles for involvement in thefts from Solar Farms. The 
boot was slightly ajar on the vehicle where items had 
been stuffed in. 
 
Suspicion prior to search: The vehicles had been seen 
travelling at speed in convoy from the direction where 
there are many solar farms. One of the vehicle's made off 
at speed. 

Outcome (i.e, arrested) Arrest 
Body Worn Video available No 

 

Feedback from Independent Panel Members 

Panel Observations No additional comments were made by the panel in 
relation to the description of the grounds.  
 
Due to there being no BWV, the panel were unable to view 
or comment on this. 

Panel Decision Panel agreed that the description of the grounds justified 
the stop search. 

Actions taken by Police Feedback on the stop search has been shared with officers 
involved. – awaiting comment on BWV 

 

3) Stop Search Scrutiny: South 

Case 1 

Date 12/10/2024 
Time 16:25 



Location Swadlincote, Derbyshire 
Subject Male 

20 
W1. White British 

PE Search Power PACE 1984 (s1) 
PE Search Reason Offensive weapons 
PE Search Outcome Yes - the object(s) searched for 
PE Search Clothing Removed No - no clothes removed 
Stop Search Type Stop Search-Person Only 
Incident Summary Taser officers sent by FIM to a report of a possible 

stabbing/assault on XXX Park. 4 male offenders described 
as teens with one maybe year 20,'s and a heavy build. all 
in black clothing. 
Further 999 call from public reporting male bleeding and 
offenders leaving the park towards XXX. 
Area search conducted in immediate vicinity by units with 
4 males being detained a short distance from the park and 
XXX store. All males were in possession of balaclavas. 
Due to matching description - found in immediately 
vicinity. All males detained. 
  
Observations: extremely nervous on seeing police and 
being detained.  
 
Information/intelligence: Previous intelligence and prior 
dealing for carrying knives and off weapons in the area. 
Intelligence and reports from the public of unfolding 
serious assault taking place near to where DP stopped  
 
Suspicion prior to search: furtive and nervous behaviour 
prior to formal search. 

Outcome (i.e, arrested) Arrest 
Body Worn Video available Yes – viewed by the panel 

 

Feedback from Independent Panel Members 

Panel Observations The panel stated that the officer had a good rapport with 
the search subject and noted this as good practice.  
 
Queries were raised as to whether this is classed as a stop 
search or not due to the actual items not being found on 
the detained persons but instead near the scene - a 
discussion was had regarding this. 

Panel Decision Panel agreed that the description of the grounds justified 
the stop search, and the BWV gave evidence for 
compliance. 



Actions taken by Police Feedback on the stop search has been shared with officers 
involved. 

 

Case 2 

Date 30/10/2024 
Time 10:51 
Location Derby City, Derby 
Subject Male 

65 
W1. White British 

PE Search Power PACE 1984 (s1) 
PE Search Reason Stolen Goods 
PE Search Outcome Yes - the object(s) searched for 
PE Search Clothing Removed No - no clothes removed 
Stop Search Type Stop Search-Person Only 
Incident Summary The DP was believed to have stolen cleaning products 

from a shop within the city. He was believed to have 
concealed the items inside his trolley. The DP had been 
monitored on CCTV entering and leaving the store and 
was then followed on CCTV prior to my attendance.  
 
Observations: As per above, suspected of theft and 
monitored. 
 
Information/intelligence: No relevant intel. 
 
Suspicion prior to search: DP sighted entering leaving a 
store on camera, suspected of theft inside said store. 

Outcome (i.e, arrested) Arrest 
Body Worn Video available Yes – viewed by the panel 

 

Feedback from Independent Panel Members 

Panel Observations No further comments were made by the panel. 
Panel Decision Panel agreed that the description of the grounds justified 

the stop search, and the BWV gave evidence for 
compliance. 

Actions taken by Police Feedback on the stop search has been shared with officers 
involved. 

 

Case 3 

Date 16/10/2024 
Time 17:25 
Location Swadlincote, Derbyshire 



Subject Male 
40 
W1. White British 

PE Search Power Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 (s23 (PWITS)) 
PE Search Reason Drugs – other controlled drugs 
PE Search Outcome Yes - the object(s) searched for 
PE Search Clothing Removed No – no clothes removed 
Stop Search Type Stop Search-Person Only 
Incident Summary Detained Person (DP) was sighted on a bike on a lane 

which is well known for drug dealing. DP is a known drugs 
dealer and recent intelligence states he is still dealing.  
 
When he saw Police turning round to go to him he cycled 
off and after a foot chase he was detained. DP was 
instantly emotional stating please let me chuck it, please 
don't do this. He then handed me a lump wrapped in 
clingfilm. Due to his behaviour, him handing me a lump 
which I believed to be a class A drug, and intel he was 
stop searched  
 
; Observations: see above  
; Information/intelligence: see above  
; Suspicion prior to search: see above 

Outcome (i.e, arrested) Arrest 
Body Worn Video available Yes – Viewed by the panel 

 

Feedback from Independent Panel Members 

Panel Observations Questions were raised as to whether the detained person 
was stopped due to the fact that he is a known drug dealer 
or if there was something that he was doing which raised 
suspicion i.e. him try to cycle away from police. 
 
A discussion was had regarding this, and the panel 
members were informed about reasonable grounds and 
the importance of this.  
 
With regards to the BWV, the panel commented that the 
complaints procedure and how the detainee can get a 
copy of the search were missing however, it was noted 
that this must have been a very difficult situation for the 
officer.  
 
Panel also liked that the officer respected the DP’s request 
to move away from the view of houses. 



Panel Decision Panel agreed that the description of the grounds justified 
the stop search, and the BWV gave evidence for 
compliance. 

Actions taken by Police Feedback on the stop search has been shared with officers 
involved. 

 

Case 4 

Date 21/10/2024 
Time 15:50 
Location Derby, Derby City 
Subject Male 

18 
A9. Any other Asian background 

PE Search Power Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 (s23 (PWITS)) 
PE Search Reason Drugs – other controlled drugs 
PE Search Outcome Yes - the object(s) searched for 
PE Search Clothing Removed No - outer clothes only (JOG) 
Stop Search Type Stop Search-Person Only 
Incident Summary Male seen in area where Intel suggests drug dealing 

taking place, constantly on the phone and looking around 
him. 
 
Observations: Male seen constantly looking over his 
shoulder whilst on the phone, appearing very nervous. 
 
Information/intelligence: No direct prior Intel to male, but 
recent intelligence and community information that drug 
dealing taking place on XXX path and in and around XXX. 
  
Suspicion prior to search: Male had earlier been seen to 
ride off on pushbike with other known male upon sighting 
plain clothed police officer. 

Outcome (i.e, arrested) Arrest 
Body Worn Video available No 

 

Feedback from Independent Panel Members 

Panel Observations The panel queried why the BWV wasn’t available in which 
James Hunt said he would raise after the meeting with the 
officer. 

Panel Decision Panel agreed that the description of the grounds justified 
the stop search. 

Actions taken by Police Feedback on the stop search has been shared with officers 
involved. 

 



Case 5 

Date 27/10/2024 
Time 13:20 
Location Derby City, Derby 
Subject Male 

35 
W2. White Irish 

PE Search Power PACE 1984 (s1) 
PE Search Reason Goods – duty not paid, etc. 
PE Search Outcome Yes - the object(s) searched for 
PE Search Clothing Removed No - outer clothes only (JOG) 
Stop Search Type Stop Search-Person Only 
Incident Summary Male indented by shop for stealing items. Male 

description matched description given and was one street 
away from the shop around 5-10 minutes after report 
made. Seen with items in hand and hid from me upon 
sighting marked police vehicle. Items located in area 
where subject was located. 
 
Observations: exact description given of clothing and 
accent which matched male  
 
Information/intelligence: known male and previous for 
similar offences  
 
Suspicion prior to search: same outfit, same accent, 
located in area of offence along with items 

Outcome (i.e, arrested) Arrest 
Body Worn Video available Yes 

 

Feedback from Independent Panel Members 

Panel Observations The panel made no further comments in relation to the 
description of the grounds however, upon watching the 
BWV queries were raised again as to whether this should 
be classed as a Stop Search or not due to the items not 
physically being found on hi person however, this was 
discussed and concluded that it is still a Stop Search. 

Panel Decision Panel agreed that the description of the grounds justified 
the stop search, and the BWV gave evidence for 
compliance. 

Actions taken by Police Feedback on the stop search has been shared with officers 
involved. 

 




