
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stop Search Scrutiny Panel 
 

Date of meeting: Wednesday 26th June 2024 
 

 
Attendance Police 

 
Lee Stacey (LS) – Inspector 
Phoebe Stott (PS) – Caseworker and Volunteer Coordinator  

 

Independent members 

SS – independent panel member 

 CB – independent panel member 

 LK – independent panel member 

 KG – independent panel member  

 

 
1) Welcome and Introductions 

 
This scrutiny panel was held online via Microsoft Teams.  

PS welcomed all the panel members to the meeting. LS introduced himself to the panel members.  

These minutes contain numerous abbreviations. A description of them is explained below.  

 
GOWISELY 
Police officers use the acronym ‘GOWISELY’ to ensure the required information is given to members of 
the public when detained for the purpose of a search. 
 
Grounds for search  
Object of search 
Warrant card (if not in uniform or requested) 
Identity of officer 
Station to which the officer is attached. 
Entitlement to a copy of the search record 
Legal power used. 
You are detained for the purpose of the search. 
 
PACE 1984 (s1) – Police and Criminal Evidence Act (1984) Section 1 
DP - Detained person 
BWV – Body Worn Video 
XXX – Redaction 
 
 
 



  

2) Stop Search Scrutiny: North 
 
 Case 1 

 
 
Feedback from the Independent Panel Members 

 
Case 2 

Date 26/05/2024 

Time 03:29AM 

Location Buxton, Derbyshire 

Subject Male 
20 
W1. White British 

PE Search Power: PACE 1984 (s1) 

PE Search Reason: Bladed article 

PE Search Outcome: No – no object(s) found 

PE Search Clothing Removed No – no clothes removed 

Stop Search type Stop Search – Person Only 

Incident summary Inc reported a male called “Subject A” is in XXX with a knife. he has 
previous for doing this.  
 
he was found inside XXX.  
 
; Observations: was obstructive towards police 
 
; Information/intelligence: previous for carrying knives; Suspicion 
prior to search: Inc reported a male called “Subject A” is in XXX with a 
knife. he has previous for doing this.  
 
he was found inside XXX.   

Outcome (i.e., arrested) No – no object(s) found 

Body Worn Video Available No 

Panel Observations BWV was unavailable and had been deleted automatically  and 
therefore the panel are unable to comment. 
 

Panel Decision Panel agreed that the description of the grounds justified the stop 
search. 

Actions taken by Police Feedback on the stop search to be shared with officers involved. 

Date 27/05/2024 

Time 15:40 PM 

Location Alfreton, Derbyshire 

Subject Male 
36 
W1. White British 

PE Search Power: PACE 1984 (s1) 

PE Search Reason: Other 

PE Search Outcome: Yes - the object(s) searched for 

PE Search Clothing Removed No – no clothes removed 

Stop Search type Stop Search – Person Only 



  

 
Feedback from the Independent Panel Members 

 
 
 
Case 3 

 
 

Incident summary Incident occured of a burglary/crliminal damage in the local area. 
Male seen matching the description was in the local area and walking 
away from it. 
; Observations: third party witnessed the male amd gave a matching 
description  
officers saw male in the area walking away from the scene  
; Information/intelligence: there was mention of a hammer being 
used and a description passed on 
; Suspicion prior to search: male matched the description and was in 
the local area 

Outcome (i.e., arrested) Arrest 

Body Worn Video Available Yes- viewed by the panel 

Panel Observations No additional comments were made by the panel. 

Panel Decision Panel agreed that the description of the grounds justified the stop 
search and the BWV gave evidence for compliance. 

Actions taken by Police Feedback on the stop search to be shared with officers involved. 

Date 30/05/2024 

Time 14:34 PM 

Location Buxton, Derbyshire 

Subject Male 
17 
W1. White British 

PE Search Power: PACE 1984 (s1) 

PE Search Reason: Offensive Weapons 

PE Search Outcome: Yes - object other than that searched for 

PE Search Clothing Removed No – no clothes removed 

Stop Search type Stop Search – Person Only 

Incident summary multiple calls of fight in vicinity of stop, males seen leaving area with a 
further male running off further down.  
 
male youth stopped and said his mate had been involved in the fight  
 
; Observations: male and his friends seen walking with friend awY from 
scene,  members of public pointing in males direction. 
 
; Information/intelligence: males in fight described as wearing all black 
young youths 
 
; Suspicion prior to search: Suspects in fight wearing dark clothing, 
members of public pointing in direction of the two males stopped.  
both wearing dark clothing.  when stopped they was not only aware of 
the fight but knew who were involved and said one is their mate  

Outcome (i.e., arrested) No further action 

Body Worn Video Available Yes – viewed by the panel 



  

Feedback from the Independent Panel Members 

 
 
Case 4 

 
 
 
Feedback from the Independent Panel Members 
 

Panel Observations No additional comments were made by the panel. 

Panel Decision Panel agreed that the description of the grounds justified the stop 
search and the BWV gave evidence for compliance. 

Actions taken by Police Feedback on the stop search to be shared with officers involved. 

Date 30/05/2024 

Time 14:20 PM 

Location Buxton, Derbyshire 

Subject Male 
45 *age range recorded as 10-17 on the form. 
W1. White British 

PE Search Power: PACE 1984 (s1) 

PE Search Reason: Offensive Weapons 

PE Search Outcome: No – no object(s) found 

PE Search Clothing Removed No – no clothes removed 

Stop Search type Stop Search – Person Only 

Incident summary Police respond to the report of a mass disorder in Buxton Town Centre 
where kids are seen to be fighting outside local shops.  
 
There is reports of concerns from all members of the public that males 
are fighting, upon police attendance the males scatter and run away 
from police. Two males are detained close by and disclose that they 
were involved in the disorder but they were simply trying to split up 
the fighting.  
 
Both males are known to police and have links to drugs and latterly 
violence of late in Buxton as such both males are searched for 
weapons potentially linked to the public order.  
 
; Observations: Both males compliant and admit that they have been 
invoved in the incident but they made attempts to prevent the 
incident occurring rather than to be fighting. Both males appeared 
exaccerbated by our presence and were clearly concerned that they 
would be arrested  
 
; Information/intelligence: Both males have links locally to drugs, and 
latterly violence. Incidents from the evening before have linked both 
males to disorder and fighting in the town centre where bottles were 
allegedly being thrown during a disorder 
 
; Suspicion prior to search: Public order and fight.   

Outcome (i.e., arrested) No further action 

Body Worn Video Available Yes – viewed by the panel 



  

 
 
Case 5 

 
Feedback from the Independent Panel Members 

 
 

Panel Observations Excellent – search very well conducted 

Panel Decision Panel agreed that the description of the grounds justified the stop 
search and the BWV gave evidence for compliance. 

Actions taken by Police Feedback on the stop search to be shared with officers involved. 

Date 31/05/2024 

Time 02:07 AM 

Location Alfreton, Derbyshire 

Subject Male 
17 
NS. Not Stated 

PE Search Power: PACE 1984 (s1) 

PE Search Reason: Bladed Article 

PE Search Outcome: No – no object(s) found 

PE Search Clothing Removed No – no clothes removed 

Stop Search type Stop Search – Person Only 

Incident summary There is intelligence present on NICHE that states the suspect is known 
to carry knives.  
 
; Observations: The subject was acting passivley resistant at times. 
 
; Information/intelligence: As above, there is intelligence that states 
that the subject has been known to carry a large kitchen knife in a 
manbag 
 
; Suspicion prior to search: As above, there is intelligence that states 
that the subject has been known to carry a large kitchen knife in a 
manbag  

Outcome (i.e., arrested) No further action 

Body Worn Video Available Yes – viewed by the panel 

Panel Observations Based on the description of the grounds the panel feel as though there 
was no physical reason to suspect the male had a knife there and then 
and feels as though the stop search only occurred because he is known 
to have carried a knife in the past.   
 
After watching the BWV, the panel stated that although GOWISELY 
was covered completely, the panel are in agreement that they do not 
believe the male should have been searched in the first place.  
 
It was also asked that if they were searching for a knife and believed 
the male may have been carrying one, why the officers waited so long 
and walked a decent distance before searching him 

Panel Decision Overall, panel agreed that the description of the grounds and the BWV 
gave were not compliant. 

Actions taken by Police Feedback on the stop search to be shared with officers involved. 



  

3) Stop Search Scrutiny: South 
 
Case 1 

 
 
Feedback from the Independent Panel Members 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Date 26/05/2024 

Time 17:23 PM 

Location Derby, Derby City 

Subject Male 
17 
W9. Any other mixed background 

PE Search Power: PACE 1984 (s1) 

PE Search Reason: Offensive weapons 

PE Search Outcome: Yes – the object(s) searched for 

PE Search Clothing Removed No – no clothes removed 

Stop Search type Stop Search – Person Only 

Incident summary Male stabbed on [a street in the city centre], DERBY.  
Whilst travelling to the location description of the offender passed as 
being male in black tracksuit, and wearing a black balaclava.  
On arrival, the victim was laying [on the street], when a male wearing 
black tracksuit trousers and a black top with a black balaclava walked 
past.  
I approached the male in order to try and talk to him. However, he 
became hostile and made attempts to try and run away.  
Male was detained and guided to the floor on several occasions 
throughout the stop search as he was acting aggressively.  
Male was searched however no knives found.  
; Observations: When approached to try and speak to the male, he 
attempted to run away, heightening suspicion he was involved.  
; Information/intelligence: Male matching description was allegedly 
involved in the stabbing. 
; Suspicion prior to search: The male was matching the description of 
the offender and was on the same street at the same time as the 
stabbing. 

Outcome (i.e., arrested) No further action 

Body Worn Video Available Yes – viewed by the panel 

Panel Observations The Panel gave credit to the officers for their patience. 

Panel Decision Panel agreed that the description of the grounds justified the stop 
search and the BWV gave evidence for compliance. 

Actions taken by Police Feedback on the stop search to be shared with officers involved. 



  

Case 2 

 
 
Feedback from the Independent Panel Members 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Date 29/05/2024 

Time 01:00 AM 

Location Swadlincote, Derbyshire  

Subject Male 
15 
W1. White British 

PE Search Power: PACE 1984 (s1) 

PE Search Reason: Going equipped  

PE Search Outcome: No - no object(s) found 

PE Search Clothing Removed No – no clothes removed 

Stop Search type Stop Search – Person Only 

Incident summary Police received a report of two males breaking into an abandoned 
retail premises and had caused damage to the boarding up to gain 
entry. On police arrival, people could be heard within the building.  
Police identified themselves and called out for them to come out of 
the building. Two juvenile males exited back out through a partially 
boarded window and were both detained and searched under S1 PACE 
due to being inside a building that did not belong to them, at 0100 in 
the morning and suspicion formed that they had enter the building as 
trespassers to steal.  
 
; Observations: Subject A was cooperative and compliant throughout 
the process. The fact that he was inside a premises not belonging  to 
him allowed suspicion to form over his intentions as to why he had 
entered the building.  
 
; Information/intelligence: The initial report made by the informant 
reporting 2 males breaking into rhe premises and being found still 
inside on police arrival  
 
; Suspicion prior to search: That two males had been found inside a 
boarded up building, a report made from a member of the public that 
a break in progress was in action and suspects located inside 

Outcome (i.e., arrested) No further action 

Body Worn Video Available Yes – viewed by the panel 

Panel Observations No additional comments were made by the panel. 

Panel Decision Panel agreed that the description of the grounds justified the stop 
search and the BWV gave evidence for compliance. 

Actions taken by Police Feedback on the stop search to be shared with officers involved. 



  

Case 3 

 
 
Feedback from the Independent Panel Members 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Date 29/05/2024 

Time 13:50 PM 

Location Swadlincote, Derbyshire 

Subject Male 
23 
W1. White British 

PE Search Power: Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 (s23 (Possession)) 

PE Search Reason: Drugs – other controlled drugs 

PE Search Outcome: Yes - the object(s) searched for 

PE Search Clothing Removed No – no clothes removed 

Stop Search type Stop Search – Person Only 

Incident summary Police attend DPs address on an enquiry. As we approach there is a 
fresh strong smell of cannabis where DP is seen smoking in the rear 
garden. DP spoken to and admitted he has been smoking cannabis. No 
drugs recovered during person search. DPs bedroom searched due to 
other matter and small amount of cannabis is recovered.  
 
; Observations: Fresh strong smell of cannabis. DP seen smoking 
cannabis and admitted to doing so. 
 
; Information/intelligence: See above  
 
; Suspicion prior to search: Fresh strong smell of cannabis. DP seen 
smoking cannabis and admitted to doing so. 

Outcome (i.e., arrested) Community Resolution – Immediate Justice Referral 

Body Worn Video Available Yes 

Panel Observations The panel were satisfied that the description of the grounds and the 
BWV were compliant however, questions and queries were raised by 
the panel as to why it was recorded as a positive search in terms of 
finding drugs when the drugs in question, were found in the bedroom 
when searching for additional items on a separate matter after the 
stop search had been complete. 

Panel Decision Panel agreed that the description of the grounds justified the stop 
search and the BWV gave evidence for compliance 

Actions taken by Police Feedback on the stop search to be shared with officers involved. 



  

Case 4 

 
 
Feedback from the Independent Panel Members 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Date 30/05/2024 

Time 22:10 PM 

Location Ilkeston, Derbyshire 

Subject Female 
20 
W1. White British 

PE Search Power: PACE 1984 (s1) 

PE Search Reason: Articles for use in criminal damage 

PE Search Outcome: No – no object(s) found 

PE Search Clothing Removed No – no clothes removed 

Stop Search type Stop Search – Person Only 

Incident summary Reports of people inside a derelict pub were throwing things around 
inside it, causing damage, potentially seen bricks being thrown. 
 
; Observations: Subject of the search ran away from police officers 
when she spotted us. She was very argumentative with officers when 
they explained why they were present. 
 
; Information/intelligence: Subject of the search has warning markers 
for conceals.  
 
; Suspicion prior to search: The report that came in stated there were 
some children damaging a derelict pub and were throwing things 
around. When officers attended, the subject of the search saw officers 
and ran away but subsequently tripped over whilst running. She also 
refused to give her details, such as their name and date of birth at first. 
Subject of the search was argumentative with officers stating that they 
only went in the building as there were other people in there and they 
wanted to see what was happening, however officers did not see any 
other people there. 

Outcome (i.e., arrested) No further action 

Body Worn Video Available Yes – viewed by the panel 

Panel Observations Based on watching the BWV, the panel asked why the female was 
deemed as argumentative in the grounds as this wasn’t portrayed in 
the BWV. 
 
It was also asked why the other people present were not searched? 

Panel Decision Panel agreed that the description of the grounds justified the stop 
search and the BWV gave evidence for compliance. 

Actions taken by Police Feedback on the stop search to be shared with officers involved. 



  

Case 5 

 
 
Feedback from the Independent Panel Members 

 
 

 4) Further actions 
No further actions. 
 

 
 5) Date of next meeting: Wednesday 31st July 2024 

Date 30/05/2024 

Time 21:08 PM 

Location Derby, Derby City 

Subject Male 
17 
W1. White British 

PE Search Power: PACE 1984 (s1) 

PE Search Reason: Articles for use in theft 

PE Search Outcome: No – no object(s) found 

PE Search Clothing Removed No – no clothes removed 

Stop Search type Stop Search – Person Only 

Incident summary Report of a group of males in Balaclavas with base ball bats breaking 
into a property. This was scene on CCTV by security. 
 
; Observations: As i arrived on scene i have seen 4 white males near to 
the premises with one attempting to climb the side of building near to 
a window/door. 
 
; Information/intelligence: Not Applicable  
 
; Suspicion prior to search: CCTV viewed by Security and they reported 
the Break in Progress. As i arrived 4 males were on scene near to the 
building with one climbing the side of the premises. It appeared to me 
like a possible burglary.  

Outcome (i.e., arrested) No – no object(s) found 

Body Worn Video Available Yes – viewed by the panel 

Panel Observations No additional comments were made by the panel. 

Panel Decision Panel agreed that the description of the grounds justified the stop 
search and the BWV gave evidence for compliance. 

Actions taken by Police Feedback on the stop search to be shared with officers involved.  




