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Stop Search Scrutiny Panel
Date of Meeting: Wednesday 16" April 2025

Attendance:

Police and OPCC

Ali Hunt (AH) — Police Constable
Phoebe Stott (PS) — Caseworker and Volunteer Coordinator (OPCC)

Independent Panel Members

LK — independent panel member
LT — independent panel member
LB — independent panel member
CB — independent panel member
AA — independent panel member (shadowing)

1) Welcome and Introductions

This scrutiny panel was held online via Microsoft Teams.

PS welcomed all the panel members to the meeting. AH introduced himself to the panel
members.

These minutes contain numerous abbreviations. A description of them is explained below.

GOWISELY
Police officers use the acronym ‘GOWISELY’ to ensure the required information is given to
members of the public when detained for the purpose of a search.

Grounds for search

Object of search

Warrant card (if not in uniform or requested)
Identity of officer

Station to which the officer is attached.
Entitlement to a copy of the search record
Legal power used.

You are detained for the purpose of the search.

PACE 1984 (s1) — Police and Criminal Evidence Act (1984) Section 1
DP - Detained person
BWYV - Body Worn Video



XXX — Redaction

2) Stop Search Scrutiny: North

Case 1
Date 29/03/2025
Time 19:00
Location Ednaston, Derbyshire
Subject Male
10-17
White British

PE Search Power

Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 (s23 (Possession))

PE Search Reason

Drugs - other controlled drugs

PE Search Outcome

Yes - the object(s) searched for

PE Search Clothing Removed

No - outer clothes only (JOG)

Stop Search Type

Person/Vehicle Search

Incident Summary

Police were called to an ASB (antisocial behaviour) detail
on XXX. On arrival, | could smell cannabis coming from the
vehicle. | asked the occupants if there was any cannabis
present to which all three males confirmed that they were
in possession of small quantities of cannabis.

As a result of this, | had suitable suspicion to suspect that
they were in possession of cannabis. | therefore detained
them under s23 of the misuse of drugs act to search for
cannabis.

This was a positive stop search.

Observations: Police were called to an ASB detail on XXX.
On arrival, | could smell cannabis coming from the vehicle.
| asked the occupants if there was any cannabis present to
which all three males confirmed that they were in
possession of small quantities of cannabis.

As a result of this, | had suitable suspicion to suspect that
they were in possession of cannabis. | therefore detained
them under s23 of the misuse of drugs act to search for
cannabis.

This was a positive stop search.
Information/intelligence: Police were called to an ASB

detail on XXX. On arrival, | could smell cannabis coming
from the vehicle. | asked the occupants if there was any




cannabis present to which all three males confirmed that
they were in possession of small quantities of cannabis.
As a result of this, | had suitable suspicion to suspect that
they were in possession of cannabis. | therefore detained
them under s23 of the misuse of drugs act to search for
cannabis.

This was a positive stop search.

Suspicion prior to search: Police were called to an ASB
detail on XXX. On arrival, | could smell cannabis coming
from the vehicle. | asked the occupants if there was any
cannabis present to which all three males confirmed that
they were in possession of small quantities of cannabis.
As a result of this, | had suitable suspicion to suspect that
they were in possession of cannabis. | therefore detained
them under s23 of the misuse of drugs act to search for
cannabis.

This was a positive stop search.

Outcome (i.e, arrested)

Community Resolution

Body Worn Video available

Yes

Feedback from Independent Panel Members

Panel Observations

No further comments were made by the panel.

Panel Decision

Panel agreed that the description of the grounds justified
the stop search, and the BWV gave evidence for
compliance.

Actions taken by Police

Feedback on the stop search has been shared with officers
involved.

Case 2
Date 28/03/2025
Time 01:45
Location Boythorpe, Derbyshire
Subject Male
35-59

W1. White British

PE Search Power

Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 (s23 (Possession))

PE Search Reason

Drugs - other controlled drugs

PE Search Outcome

No - no object(s) found

PE Search Clothing Removed

No - no clothes removed

Stop Search Type

Person only Search




Incident Summary

Male was seen in a car with recent intel for drug dealing
around the area, which was out late at night. The male
has also gotten recent intel for drug dealing in the area
the other males he was with also have intel for drug
dealing.

Observations: was seen in a car that has recent intel for
drug dealing and was seen with other males that also
have intel for dealing as well as himself

Information/intelligence: he has a number of intel items
for dealing drugs around Chesterfield area

Suspicion prior to search: car has intel for drug dealing

and was seen in the area it is said to be dealing around

and had three males inside who also have intel for drug
dealing in the area

Outcome (i.e, arrested)

Drugs - other controlled drugs

Body Worn Video available

Yes

Feedback from Independent Panel Members

Panel Observations

No further comments were made by the panel in relation
to the description of the grounds. In terms of the BWV, the
panel members commented that there was no record of
GOWISELY being relayed at all to the detainee.

Additionally, concerns were also raised by the panel for
the welfare of the officers as the DP was actively smoking
a cigarette and this could be used to inflict harm.

Panel Decision

Panel agreed that the description of the grounds justified
the stop search.

Actions taken by Police

Feedback on the stop search has been shared with officers
involved.

Case 3
Date 27/03/2025
Time 11:24
Location Chesterfield
Subject Male
24-34

Any other ethnic group

PE Search Power

Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 (s23 (PWITS))

PE Search Reason

Drugs - other controlled drugs

PE Search Outcome

No - no object(s) found




PE Search Clothing Removed

No - outer clothes only (JOG)

Stop Search Type

Person/Vehicle Search

Incident Summary

Recent high [intel] that the vehicle vrm XXXXXXX is linked
to the supply of controlled drugs in the Chesterfield area.

The vehicle XXXXXXX was spotted circling around
Chesterfield centre.

Observations: Vehicle spotted in Chesterfield, circling the
town centre. Linked to supply of controlled drugs.

Information/intelligence: Recent intel linked to the supply
of controlled drugs.

Suspicion prior to search: Circling the town centre when
police officers were behind vehicle.

Outcome (i.e, arrested)

No - no object(s) found

Body Worn Video available

Yes

Feedback from Independent Panel Members

Panel Observations

No further comments were made by the panel.

Panel Decision

Panel agreed that the description of the grounds justified
the stop search, and the BWV gave evidence for
compliance.

Actions taken by Police

Feedback on the stop search has been shared with officers
involved.

Case 4
Date 24/03/2025
Time 20:20
Location Creswell, Derbyshire
Subject Male
25-34

W1. White British

PE Search Power

Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 (s23 (Possession))

PE Search Reason

Drugs - other controlled drugs

PE Search Outcome

Yes - the object(s) searched for

PE Search Clothing Removed

No - no clothes removed

Stop Search Type

Person/Vehicle Search

Incident Summary

On patrol with PC XXX when we have approached a
vehicle which had running lights and engine activated.

On approach lights have then switched off and two males
were present in the vehicle on XXX Car Park, heavy smell




of cannabis coming from the car. When | have interacted
with the driver; he has stated he has just smoked cannabis
and then proceeded to hand me a small amount of
cannabis.

Observations: The male appeared nervous and when |
asked him why it was smelling of cannabis in the car he
stated that he had just smoked some but was still in
possession

Information/intelligence: There has been a recent incident
(night previously) where the car park was described as
smelling of cannabis. This is a car park out of public

viewing point.

The male is recorded on PNC [Police National Computer]
for drug offences.

There is intel in XXX of drug use off XXX.

Suspicion prior to search: Known area for drug use in
vehicles (car park)

The male and vehicle he was seated in smelt of cannabis
Male was nervous on interaction
When asked if he was in possession he has handed me a

small amount but was not confident when asked if there
was any more.

Outcome (i.e, arrested)

Voluntary Attendance

Body Worn Video available

Yes

Feedback from Independent Panel Members

Panel Observations

Panel members stated that the officer started GOWISELY
but didn’t finish it. The officer identified themselves, why
the DP was being searched and under what power but
how the DP can get a copy of the search and make a
complaint was missing.

Separately, the panel members mentioned that it was
good practice for the officer to explain to the DP why their
mind had been changed in relation to them being cuffed
for the search. Initially, the officer told the DP they weren’t
going to be cuffed but shortly after changed their mind




however, they made sure to explain why their mind had
been changed and explain the entire process to the DP.

Panel Decision

Panel agreed that the description of the grounds justified
the stop search, and the BWV gave evidence for
compliance.

Actions taken by Police

Feedback on the stop search has been shared with officers
involved.

Case 5
Date 23/03/2025
Time 21:08
Location Creswell, Derbyshire
Subject Male
35-59

W1. White British

PE Search Power

PACE 1984 (s1)

PE Search Reason

Offensive Weapons

PE Search Outcome

No - no object(s) found

PE Search Clothing Removed

No - no clothes removed

Stop Search Type

Person only Search

Incident Summary

On 22/03/25 at 22:30hrs an incident was created by
report from Member of public reporting the subject
carrying a knife along XXX. He was described as carrying a
large knife heading towards XXX with the weapon in hand.
A search of the area was conducted to no avail.

The following night | have sighted the subject at the same
location at 21:10hrs. | have displayed my police left alley
light and the subject has turned away and appeared to
walk quickly away from my direction. He did not appear as
though he wished to remain stood still or wait to speak
with me whilst | was trying to exit my car.

Recent intelligence indicated he was carrying a knife.

Observations: The subject was walking along the location
with his hands in his pockets, walking away from my
direction and in company with a female further up the
street.

Information/intelligence: There is recent intelligence from
the day before reporting the subject is carrying a knife
along the same location | have stopped him.

The subject is well known to the police and recorded for
various offences including violent offences.




Suspicion prior to search: The subject was walking in the
darkness, and when | have attempted to gather his
attention he was walked away with pockets firmly
remaining in his pocket and hood covering his head. |
formed suspicion that he may still be in possession of a
knife.

Outcome (i.e, arrested)

No further action

Body Worn Video available

Yes

Feedback from Independent Panel Members

Panel Observations

The panel complimented the officers stating that they
dealt with the DP really appropriately and they thought it
was good practice that they asked the DP if he needed any
help or support as the officer is able to put referrals in.

They also commented that the female officer that can be
seen in the BWV interacted really well with the DP and this
in turn, made him more compliant throughout the entire
interaction.

Panel Decision

Panel agreed that the description of the grounds justified
the stop search, and the BWV gave evidence for
compliance.

Actions taken by Police

Feedback on the stop search has been shared with officers
involved.

Case 6
Date 18/03/2025
Time 14:58
Location Pinxton, Derbyshire
Subject Male
35-59

W1. White British

PE Search Power

Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 (s23 (PWITS))

PE Search Reason

Drugs - other controlled drugs

PE Search Outcome

No - no object(s) found

PE Search Clothing Removed

No - no clothes removed

Stop Search Type

Person only Search

Incident Summary

Intel on the vehicle and occupants stating that drugs are
being sold.

Observations: A lot of Intel shows that the vehicle is being
used by the driver and occupants to sell drugs.




Police spot the vehicle and execute a stop and search.

Information/intelligence: As above which highlights the
information.

Suspicion prior to search: As above which highlights the
information.

Outcome (i.e, arrested)

No further action

Body Worn Video available

Yes

Feedback from Independent Panel Members

Panel Observations

For context, during the BWV is shows that one officer
replays GOWISELY to the DP before | second officer
conducted the search. On the back of this, the panel
members stated that the first officer that initially did
GOWISELY covered everything however, the second officer
that conducted the physical search did not identify
himself. They then asked why did the second officer take
over? — Awaiting response from the Constabulary.

Panel Decision

Panel agreed that the description of the grounds justified
the stop search, and the BWV gave evidence for
compliance.

Actions taken by Police

Feedback on the stop search has been shared with officers
involved.

Case 7
Date 18/03/2025
Time 10:42
Location Buxton, Derbyshire
Subject Male
35-59

W1. White British

PE Search Power

Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 (s23 (PWITS))

PE Search Reason

Drugs - other controlled drugs

PE Search Outcome

No - no object(s) found

PE Search Clothing Removed

No - no clothes removed

Stop Search Type

Person only Search

Incident Summary

Outcome (i.e, arrested)

No further action

Body Worn Video available

Yes

Feedback from Independent Panel Members




Panel Observations

The panel did not make any further comments in relation
to the description of the grounds however, with regards to
the BWV, they commented that the last bit of GOWISELY
specifically how the DP could access a copy of the search
was missing.

Panel Decision

Panel agreed that the description of the grounds justified
the stop search, and the BWV gave evidence for
compliance.

Actions taken by Police

Feedback on the stop search has been shared with officers
involved.

Case 8
Date 16/03/2025
Time 00:55
Location Ripley, Derbyshire
Subject Male
35-59

W1. White British

PE Search Power

Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 (s23 (Possession))

PE Search Reason

Drugs - other controlled drugs

PE Search Outcome

No - no object(s) found

PE Search Clothing Removed

No - no clothes removed

Stop Search Type

Person/Vehicle Search

Incident Summary

Male stopped near vehicle known for drug supply. In NTE
[Nighttime Economy] area known for drug supply/ abuse.
Male very aware of Police presence and acting
suspiciously. Male appeared very nervous and agitated by
Police presence. Furtive demeanour and pacing. Male
appeared to be acting as a lookout for second male in
vehicle.

Observations: Vehicle initially parked up and empty. male
seen nearby and very aware of Police. Stopped later by
vehicle after male seen on foot apparently acting
suspiciously and apparently checking out Police vehicle
parked nearby. appeared to be acting as a lookout for the
other male in car.

Information/intelligence: Vehicle linked to recent
intelligence for drug supply.

Suspicion prior to search: Vehicle and occupants
behaviour appeared suspicious. concerned males were
supplying drugs to NTE patrons/ environment.

Outcome (i.e, arrested)

No further action




\ Body Worn Video available

‘ Yes

Feedback from Independent Panel Members

Panel Observations

No comment were made in relation to the description of
the grounds, the panel just asked what NTE means.
Following this AH explained that the term "night-time
economy" generally refers to the wide range of activities
that take place in cities and towns between the hours of
6pm and 6am, including entertainment, hospitality, and
leisure.

Policing in this context focuses on ensuring the safety and
order of these activities, often involving strategies to
manage issues like alcohol-related violence, crime, and
anti-social behaviour (ASB).

Panel Decision

Panel agreed that the description of the grounds justified
the stop search, and the BWV gave evidence for
compliance.

Actions taken by Police

Feedback on the stop search has been shared with officers
involved.

3) Stop Search Scrutiny: South

Casel
Date 29/03/2025
Time 01:00
Location Derby City, Derby
Subject 10-17
Male
White British

PE Search Power

Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 (s23 (Possession))

PE Search Reason

Drugs - other controlled drugs

PE Search Outcome

No - no object(s) found

PE Search Clothing Removed

No - no clothes removed

Stop Search Type

Person only Search

Incident Summary

Whilst officers present at the address due to a reported
concern for young people inside the address. 6 bottles of
nitrous oxide were found across multiple different rooms,
following 2 of the males being ran through NICHE 2 out of
the 4 males present in the room had previous intelligence
for drugs offences. The young people were reluctant to
open the door to police.




Observations: They were reluctant to let police in, and
appeared an other person had fled the address.

Information/intelligence: 2/4 males present within a room
of the address which had Nitrous oxide had previous
intelligence or links to drugs offences.

Suspicion prior to search: Numerous children in an Air
BNB unsupervised and had been drinking, 6 bottles of
nitrous oxide were found across various different rooms in
the address, and due to someone absconding and the
reluctancy of the children to let police in added to
suspicion drugs may be located.

Outcome (i.e, arrested)

No further action

Body Worn Video available

Yes

Feedback from Independent Panel Members

Panel Observations

Panel commented that GOWISELY and the search were
very thorough and one of the Panel members asked how
the officers knew that two of the people had previous
offences. AH advised that once the police were inside the
address, they would have conducted checks on police
systems using their names etc which would have flagged
this.

Panel Decision

Panel agreed that the description of the grounds justified
the stop search, and the BWV gave evidence for
compliance.

Actions taken by Police

Feedback on the stop search has been shared with officers
involved.

Case 2
Date 26/03/2025
Time 16:20
Location Derby City, Derby
Subject 18-24
Male

W1 White British

PE Search Power

Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 (s23 (Possession))

PE Search Reason

Drugs - other controlled drugs

PE Search Outcome

Yes - the object(s) searched for

PE Search Clothing Removed

No - no clothes removed

Stop Search Type

Person only Search




Incident Summary

2 males sighted both smoking a joint. Strong smell of
cannabis coming from them and the pair seen passing the
joint between them which indicated cannabis use.

Observations: males seen smoking what was believed to
be a joint passing it between themselves.

Information/intelligence: the river gardens is a high
cannabis use area.

Suspicion prior to search: males seen passing suspected
joint between themselves. Strong smell of cannabis.
When spoken to admitted to the joint being cannabis

Outcome (i.e, arrested)

Caution - simple/conditional

Body Worn Video available

Yes

Feedback from Independent Panel Members

Panel Observations

The panel commented that this was a very calm and
collected search.

Panel Decision

Panel agreed that the description of the grounds justified
the stop search, and the BWV gave evidence for
compliance.

Actions taken by Police

Feedback on the stop search has been shared with officers
involved.

Case 3
Date 25/03/2025
Time 19:20
Location Derby City, Derby
Subject Male
18-24

NS. Not Stated

PE Search Power

Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 (s23 (Possession))

PE Search Reason

Drugs - other controlled drugs

PE Search Outcome

No - no object(s) found

PE Search Clothing Removed

No - no clothes removed

Stop Search Type

Person only Search

Incident Summary

Strong smell of Cannabis as subject walks past police,
subject goes on to try and avoid interaction with Police
trying to pull away from officer, raising suspicion he is in
possession of Cannabis.

Observations: As subject walks past police, there is a
strong smell of Cannabis. Subject is engaged with, and




immediately becomes passive aggressive/ defensive and is
trying to quickly end conversation and walk away.

Information/intelligence: Subject has recent intelligence
Linking him to drug use and supply. Subject is known to

associate with a small group known locally to SNT [Safer
Neighbourhood Team] to be involved in drug use/supply

Suspicion prior to search: Subject is trying to avoid
interaction with Police, raising suspicion he has Cannabis
in his possession.

Outcome (i.e, arrested)

No further action

Body Worn Video available

Yes

Feedback from Independent Panel Members

Panel Observations

Panel commented the search was conducted well by the
officers despite obstructive behaviour.

Panel Decision

Panel agreed that the description of the grounds justified
the stop search, and the BWV gave evidence for
compliance.

Actions taken by Police

Feedback on the stop search has been shared with officers
involved.

Case 4
Date 23/03/2025
Time 02:32
Location Sandiacre, Derby
Subject Female
10-17
White British

PE Search Power

PACE 1984 (s1)

PE Search Reason

Bladed article

PE Search Outcome

Yes - the object(s) searched for

PE Search Clothing Removed

No - no clothes removed

Stop Search Type

Person only Search

Incident Summary

Detained Person (DP) struggles with her mental health
and is suicidal. She had been found by police earlier in the
night with shards of glass after breaking a window to
escape her care home.

It was later reported by staff that DP had again smashed a
first story window and escaped, and it was likely that she
would be in possession of more glass.




She was located on the street heading towards a
motorway bridge (where she had threatened to jump off a
few days prior). She was detained and she stated that she
was in possession of more glass.

Observations: DP was actively suicidal and seen by carers
to leave by the window she had just broken, which is the
same circumstances as a couple of hours prior where she
had taken glass with her.

DP was trying to break free from the grip of a police
officer who was already with her before my arrival.

DP also admitted to having glass on her.

Information/intelligence: DP has previously been found
with glass on her.

Suspicion prior to search: | suspected that DP had glass in
her pockets that she would use to harm herself with.

Outcome (i.e, arrested)

Police discretionary resolution

Body Worn Video available

Yes

Feedback from Independent Panel Members

Panel Observations

The panel were happy that GOWISELY was covered in its
entirety however, they did remark that they were
surprised the officers did not build more of a rapport with
the DP or interact with her further.

AH advised that the DP suffers with severe mental health
issues and tries to self-harm on a regular basis therefore,
she is already well known to officers and prior to the
search being conducted, officers had to chase after the
women to detain her for the search.

Panel Decision

Panel agreed that the description of the grounds justified
the stop search, and the BWV gave evidence for
compliance.

Actions taken by Police

Feedback on the stop search has been shared with officers
involved.

Case 5
Date 21/03/2025
Time 14:30
Location Derby City, Derby




Subject

Male
18-24
W1. White Britiah

PE Search Power

Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 (s23 (Possession))

PE Search Reason

Drugs - other controlled drugs

PE Search Outcome

No - no object(s) found

PE Search Clothing Removed

No - no clothes removed

Stop Search Type

Person only Search

Incident Summary

Officers approach two individuals in the river gardens
hiding behind an electric box - Strong smell of cannabis
coming from them.

As officers approached, they appear nervous and seem to
move items around.

Observations: two individuals seen smoking what was
believed to be cannabis. Strong smell coming from them
and pair had moved behind an electric box out of view.

Information/intelligence: the river gardens is a high
cannabis use area.

Suspicion prior to search: officers have seen two people
hiding behind an electric box smoking what was believed
to be cannabis.

Strong smell coming from them. When stopped they have
offered us a bag of cannaboid they state was from a local
shop. This product also states may contain THC - this will
need to be tested.

Outcome (i.e, arrested)

No further action

Body Worn Video available

Yes

Feedback from Independent Panel Members

Panel Observations

The Panel made no comments on the description of the
grounds and were also unable to provide comments on
the BWYV as it is available however, it is only 30 seconds
long and doesn’t physically display any search just brief
description of who they are and them walking up to the
subject.

Panel Decision

Panel agreed that the description of the grounds justified
the stop search.

Actions taken by Police

Feedback on the stop search has been shared with officers
involved.




Case 6

Date 19/03/2025
Time 13:40
Location Derby City, Derby
Subject Female

60+

W1 White British

PE Search Power

Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 (s23 (Possession))

PE Search Reason

Drugs - other controlled drugs

PE Search Outcome

No - no object(s) found

PE Search Clothing Removed

No - no clothes removed

Stop Search Type

Person only Search

Incident Summary

Mother and daughter seen in public view smoking what
appeared to be zoots as | was approaching them. There
was a very strong smell of cannabis and upon approaching
both parties admitted to smoking cannabis. Search
necessary to look for further cannabis.

Observations: As above.
Information/intelligence: Nothing known.

Suspicion prior to search: As above.

Outcome (i.e, arrested)

No further action

Body Worn Video available

Yes

Feedback from Independent Panel Members

Panel Observations

As above, the Panel made no comments on the description
of the grounds and were also unable to provide comments
on the BWV as it is available however, it is only 30 seconds
long and doesn’t physically display any search just brief
description of who they are and them walking up to the
subject.

Panel Decision

Panel agreed that the description of the grounds justified
the stop search.

Actions taken by Police

Feedback on the stop search has been shared with officers
involved.

Case 7
Date 16/03/2025
Time 05:15
Location Derby City, Derby




Subject

Male
18-24
W1. White British

PE Search Power

Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 (s23 (Possession))

PE Search Reason

Drugs - other controlled drugs

PE Search Outcome

Yes - the object(s) searched for

PE Search Clothing Removed

No - no clothes removed

Stop Search Type

Person/Vehicle Search

Incident Summary

Vehicle sighted driving at speed and erratically. Vehicle
brought to a compliant stop and driver spoken with. Smell
of alcohol within vehicle and suspects demeanour
appeared to be nervous and agitated. 2 X mobile phones
were sighted on the passenger seat of the vehicle. Upon
placing handcuffs on male officer has noticed them sat on
a clear deal bag containing suspected white powder.

Observations: 2 x Mobile Phones on passenger seat. Once
handcuffed deal bag containing suspected drugs found in
vehicle.

Information/intelligence: Unknown at time of search
Suspicion prior to search: Drugs within vehicle upon

sighting initial deal bag. suspicion of supply offences
based on sighting 2 phones.

Outcome (i.e, arrested)

Arrest

Body Worn Video available

Yes

Feedback from Independent Panel Members

Panel Observations

No further comments were made by the panel.

Panel Decision

Panel agreed that the description of the grounds justified
the stop search, and the BWV gave evidence for
compliance.

Actions taken by Police

Feedback on the stop search has been shared with officers
involved.




