
 

 

 

 

Stop Search Scrutiny Panel 
Date of Meeting: Wednesday 30th October 2024 

Attendance: 

Police and OPCC 

Ali Hunt (PC Hunt) – Police Constable  
Rebecca Hilton (RH) – Caseworker and Support Assistant (OPCC) 
 
Independent Panel Members 

LK – independent panel member 
DL – independent panel member 
LB – independent panel member 
SS – independent panel member 
CB – independent panel member 
KG – independent panel member 
 

1) Welcome and Introductions 

This scrutiny panel was held online via Microsoft Teams.  

RH welcomed all the panel members to the meeting. PC Hunt introduced himself to the 
panel members.  

These minutes contain numerous abbreviations. A description of them is explained below.  

 

GOWISELY 
Police officers use the acronym ‘GOWISELY’ to ensure the required information is given to 
members of the public when detained for the purpose of a search. 
 
Grounds for search  
Object of search 
Warrant card (if not in uniform or requested) 
Identity of officer 
Station to which the officer is attached. 
Entitlement to a copy of the search record 
Legal power used. 
You are detained for the purpose of the search. 



PACE 1984 (s1) – Police and Criminal Evidence Act (1984) Section 1 
DP - Detained person 
BWV – Body Worn Video 
XXX – Redaction 
 

2) Stop Search Scrutiny: North 

Case 1 

Date 17/01/2025 
Time 01:02 
Location Chesterfield, Derbyshire 
Subject Male 

33 
W1. White British 

PE Search Power PACE 1984 (s1) 
PE Search Reason Going Equipped 
PE Search Outcome No – no object(s) found 
PE Search Clothing Removed No – outer clothes only (JOG)  
Stop Search Type Stop Search – Person Only 
Incident Summary Male seen matching description of a male climbing on the 

welfare roof and trying to gain entry   
 
Observations: male was acting suspiciously outside the 
club, where it was reported that some males were trying 
to get in, did not want to give details at first 
 
Information/intelligence: witnesses in the area have said 
that the males had told them that they were trying to get 
inside the welfare  
 
Suspicion prior to search: the male was at the welfare 
matching the description given of a suspect on a roof 
trying to get inside a welfare 

Outcome (i.e, arrested) No further action 
Body Worn Video available Yes 

 

Feedback from Independent Panel Members 

Panel Observations No further comments were made by the panel however, 
PC Hunt did address that the officer did not give the male 
the lawful power to detain him, ask his ethnicity or explain 
how the male could make a complaint should he wish to 
do so. 



Panel Decision Panel agreed that the description of the grounds justified 
the stop search, and the BWV gave evidence for 
compliance. 

Actions taken by Police Feedback on the stop search has been shared with officers 
involved. 

 

Case 2 

Date 21/01/2025 
Time 11:16 
Location Darley Dale, Derbyshire 
Subject Male  

29 
W1. White British 

PE Search Power Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 (s23 (PWITS)) 
PE Search Reason Evidence of offences under the act 
PE Search Outcome No – no object(s) found 
PE Search Clothing Removed No - outer clothes only (JOG) 
Stop Search Type Stop Search-Person Only 
Incident Summary DP is witnessed by local PCSO fumbling with his hands in 

his pockets and appears agitated when PCSO engages 
with him. He then runs away from the PCSO onto a 
footpath which is a drug dealing hot spot.  
 
Recent intel suggesting DP is linked to the supply of 
controlled drugs in the local area and recent intel 
suggesting that the foot path is being used for drug 
dealing.  
 
DP is then seen by PC to emerge approximately 5 minutes 
later on a pushbike.  
 
Observations: DP is witnessed by local PCSO fumbling 
with his hands in his pockets and appears agitated when 
PCSO engages with him. He then runs away from the 
PCSO onto a footpath which is a drug dealing hot-spot.  
Recent intel suggesting DP is linked to the supply of 
controlled drugs in the local area and recent intel 
suggesting that the foot path is being used for drug 
dealing. DP is then seen by PC to emerge approximately 5 
minutes later on a pushbike.  
 
Information/intelligence: Recent intel suggesting DP is 
linked to the supply of controlled drugs in the local area 
and recent intel suggesting that the foot path is being 
used for drug dealing.  



 
Suspicion prior to search: Suspected that the DP was in 
possession of controlled drugs and that he was about to 
deal. 

Outcome (i.e, arrested) No further action 
Body Worn Video available Yes 

 

Feedback from Independent Panel Members 

Panel Observations No further comments were made by the panel. 
Panel Decision Panel agreed that the description of the grounds justified 

the stop search, and the BWV gave evidence for 
compliance. 

Actions taken by Police Feedback on the stop search has been shared with officers 
involved. 

 

Case 3 

Date 24/01/2025 
Time 17:03 
Location Matlock, Derbyshire 
Subject Male 

24 
W1. White British 

PE Search Power Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 (s23 (Possession)) 
PE Search Reason Drugs - other controlled drugs 
PE Search Outcome No - no object(s) found 
PE Search Clothing Removed No - outer clothes only (JOG) 
Stop Search Type Stop Search-Person Only 
Incident Summary During a proactive operation at Matlock PCSO A stated 

she witnessed a male matching the description of a male 
who had previously come from [a residential address], 
which is known address for drug dealing. Due to the male 
being seen on the Hurst Farm estate in the location of the 
hot spot drug dealing area, PCSO A and myself had reason 
to believe he may be in possession of cannabis. PCSO A 
stated the male was also smoking cannabis whilst she was 
talking behind him. On stopping the male there was a 
strong smell of cannabis and he confirmed he was a user 
of the substance.  
 
Observations: During a proactive operation at Matlock 
PCSO A stated she witnessed a male matching the 
description of a male who had previously come from [a 
residential address], which is known address for drug 
dealing. Due to the male being seen on the Hurst Farm 



estate in the location of the hot spot drug dealing area, 
PCSO A and myself had reason to believe he may be in 
possession of cannabis. PCSO A stated the male was also 
smoking cannabis whilst she was talking behind him. On 
stopping the male there was a strong smell of cannabis 
and he confirmed he was a user of the substance.  
 
Information/intelligence: During a proactive operation at 
Matlock PCSO A stated she witnessed a male matching 
the description of a male who had previously come from 
[a residential address], which is known address for drug 
dealing. Due to the male being seen on the Hurst Farm 
estate in the location of the hot spot drug dealing area, 
PCSO A and myself had reason to believe he may be in 
possession of cannabis. PCSO A stated the male was also 
smoking cannabis whilst she was talking behind him. On 
stopping the male there was a strong smell of cannabis 
and he confirmed he was a user of the substance.  
 
Suspicion prior to search: During a proactive operation at 
Matlock PCSO A stated she witnessed a male matching 
the description of a male who had previously come from 
[a residential address], which is known address for drug 
dealing. Due to the male being seen on the Hurst Farm 
estate in the location of the hot spot drug dealing area, 
PCSO A and myself had reason to believe he may be in 
possession of cannabis. PCSO A stated the male was also 
smoking cannabis whilst she was talking behind him. On 
stopping the male there was a strong smell of cannabis 
and he confirmed he was a user of the substance. 

Outcome (i.e, arrested) No further action 
Body Worn Video available Yes 

 

Feedback from Independent Panel Members 

Panel Observations No further comments were made by the panel. 
Panel Decision Panel agreed that the description of the grounds justified 

the stop search, and the BWV gave evidence for 
compliance. 

Actions taken by Police Feedback on the stop search has been shared with officers 
involved. 

 

 

 

 



Case 4 

Date 27/01/2025 
Time 21:00 
Location Chesterfield, Derbyshire 
Subject Male 

Age not recorded. Age range recorded as 18-24 
W1. White British 

PE Search Power Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 (s23 (Possession)) 
PE Search Reason Drugs - other controlled drugs 
PE Search Outcome Yes - the object(s) searched for 
PE Search Clothing Removed No - no clothes removed 
Stop Search Type Stop Search-Person Only 
Incident Summary Vehicle with lights on in car park showing no insurance. as 

approached, strong smell of cannabis and male 
passengers were messing around in foot well. 
 
Observations: strong smell of cannabis coming from car, 
male seen messing around in footwell. 
 
Information/intelligence: no insurance on vehicle 
 
Suspicion prior to search: strong smell of cannabis coming 
from car 

Outcome (i.e, arrested) Community resolution 
Body Worn Video available Yes 

 

Feedback from Independent Panel Members 

Panel Observations Panel were happy that the search was conducted in an 
appropriate manner however commented that although 
the grounds were given, it wasn’t explained to the male 
what the object of the search is and also never formally 
says he is detained for the purpose of the search, but at 
the end he does ask him to identify his ethnically. 

Panel Decision Panel agreed that the description of the grounds justified 
the stop search, and the BWV gave evidence for 
compliance. 

Actions taken by Police Feedback on the stop search has been shared with officers 
involved. 

 

Case 5 

Date 31/01/2025 
Time 15:53 
Location Mansfield, Derbyshire 



Subject Male 
23 
W1. White British 

PE Search Power Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 (s23 (Possession)) 
PE Search Reason Drugs - other controlled drugs 
PE Search Outcome No - no object(s) found 
PE Search Clothing Removed No - no clothes removed 
Stop Search Type Stop Search-Person Only 
Incident Summary Intel received at 1510hrs stating vehicle FXXXXXX would 

be heading into Shirebrook and that occupants had a large 
quantity of cocaine on them. Graded high intel. Vehicle 
located in Shirebrook. Driver ran from the vehicle after 
seeing Police vehicle which was extremely suspicious. 3 
other occupants with vehicle known to be involved and/or 
concerned with supply of drugs.  
 
Observations: Subject was rear seat passenger in vehicle 
that had been identified as carrying a large quantity of 
cocaine. First person searched had a small quantity of 
drugs concealed within his left trouser leg, the large 
quantity of cocaine had not been recovered from the 
vehicle at this stage. Subject tried leaving the car at one 
point and was told to get back in.  
 
Information/intelligence: Subject well known to Police for 
being involved with drugs. Lots of previous Intel stating 
involved in drug supply. Subject is a target for SNT [Safer 
Neighbourhood Team] with him being on our briefing. 
 
Suspicion prior to search: Intel received stating large 
quantity of drugs. This had not been found from the initial 
search of the front seat passenger. Subject was rear seat 
passenger and had time to conceal items whilst 
unsupervised. Suspicion was that he was holding the 
drugs. At one point tried getting out of the vehicle. 

Outcome (i.e, arrested) No further action 
Body Worn Video available Yes 

 

Feedback from Independent Panel Members 

Panel Observations No further comments were made by the panel. 
Panel Decision Panel agreed that the description of the grounds justified 

the stop search, and the BWV gave evidence for 
compliance. 

Actions taken by Police Feedback on the stop search has been shared with officers 
involved. 



3) Stop Search Scrutiny: South 

Case 1 

Date 19/01/2025 
Time 17:51 
Location Derby, Derby City 
Subject Male 

17 
W1. White British 

PE Search Power Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 (s23 (Possession)) 
PE Search Reason Drugs - other controlled drugs 
PE Search Outcome No - no object(s) found 
PE Search Clothing Removed No - no clothes removed 
Stop Search Type Stop Search-Person Only 
Incident Summary Male had been sighted in city centre, with another male, 

on three occasions and on each occasions, officers had 
noted that there was a smell of cannabis when they were 
nearby. On the third occasion the male, and his 
accomplice, were alone in the area when it was noted 
there was a smell of cannabis. 
 
Observations: The male and his accomplice appeared to 
have no purpose in the city centre. They had been seen 
walking around behaving erratically, i.e. changing 
direction of travel and just generally hanging around on 
city centre streets. 
 
Information/intelligence: No info or intel known about the 
male as he was unknown until stopped. 
 
Suspicion prior to search: It was suspected that the male 
would be in possession of cannabis. 

Outcome (i.e, arrested) No further action 
Body Worn Video available Yes 

 

Feedback from Independent Panel Members 

Panel Observations Panel noted that the officer calmed the male down very 
quickly and asked whether the officers could have moved 
him away from the other group”. PC Hunt advised that the 
only place to take him would’ve been in a side street, but 
this would’ve been in a darkened area, which would’ve 
created further problems for the search.  

Panel Decision Panel agreed that the description of the grounds justified 
the stop search, and the BWV gave evidence for 
compliance. 



Actions taken by Police Feedback on the stop search has been shared with officers 
involved. 

 

Case 2 

Date 22/01/2025 
Time 22:09 
Location Derby, Derby City 
Subject Male 

No age recorded 
O9. Any other ethnic group 

PE Search Power PACE 1984 (s1) 
PE Search Reason Bladed article 
PE Search Outcome No - no object(s) found 
PE Search Clothing Removed No - no clothes removed 
Stop Search Type Stop Search-Person Only 
Incident Summary Informant had reported that a group of youths had been 

seen with a knife, no mention of how many knives. He 
described the group as being all in black and wearing 
balaclavas, with one member of the group in particular 
wearing a blue jacket as well as a balaclava. When Officers 
have attended, a large group of people have been found 
nearby, some wearing all black, but one wearing a blue 
coat with a balaclava on, so matching the description. He 
was additionally pacing up and down the street upon 
arrival towards the informants address. 
 
Observations: Subject matched the description, located 
nearby to the initial call, none others present had a 
balaclava only him, and matched description. 
 
Information/intelligence: No prior intelligence 
 
Suspicion prior to search: found in the near area to the 
report, full match description, wearing a balaclava over 
face, walking up down street towards informants address, 
and no reason given for why out at that time. 

Outcome (i.e, arrested) No further action 
Body Worn Video available Yes 

 

Feedback from Independent Panel Members 

Panel Observations Panel noted that the officers handled this well as it could 
have easily become heated. They did however note that 
they do not recall the officer asking the male his ethnicity. 



Panel Decision Panel agreed that the description of the grounds justified 
the stop search, and the BWV gave evidence for 
compliance. 

Actions taken by Police Feedback on the stop search has been shared with officers 
involved. 

 

Case 3 

Date 24/01/2025 
Time 20:44 
Location Swadlincote, Derbyshire 
Subject Male 

33 
W1. White British 

PE Search Power Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 (s23 (Possession)) 
PE Search Reason Drugs - other controlled drugs 
PE Search Outcome No - no object(s) found 
PE Search Clothing Removed No - no clothes removed 
Stop Search Type Stop Search-Person and Vehicle 
Incident Summary Vehicle pulled over on A444 in, Swdlincote. Upon 

approaching the vehicle and speaking with the driver 
there was an obvious and strong smell of cannabis. I have 
then asked the driver to sit in my police vehicle and he 
explained that he believes that the passenger, his brother, 
was in possession of cannabis and there might be some in 
the vehicle. S23 search started at 20:44 
 
Observations: Strong smell of cannabis 
 
Information/intelligence: Strong smell of cannabis, time of 
night, admission of cannabis present 
 
Suspicion prior to search: There was a strong smell of 
cannabis coming from the vehicle and searched male. 

Outcome (i.e, arrested) No further action 
Body Worn Video available Yes 

 

Feedback from Independent Panel Members 

Panel Observations No further comments were made by the panel. 
Panel Decision Panel agreed that the description of the grounds justified 

the stop search, and the BWV gave evidence for 
compliance. 

Actions taken by Police Feedback on the stop search has been shared with officers 
involved. 

 



Case 4 

Date 28/01/2025 
Time 14:50 
Location Derby, Derby City 
Subject 25 

Female 
W1. White British 

PE Search Power PACE 1984 (s1) 
PE Search Reason Bladed article 
PE Search Outcome Yes - the object(s) searched for 
PE Search Clothing Removed No - no clothes removed 
Stop Search Type Stop Search-Person Only 
Incident Summary Call to police to state this female had broken glass on their 

person with intent to harm themselves. Further 
information to say further possible weapon was 
concealed. Female produced some glass to officers when 
stopped. Suspicious of bladed or sharp article  
 
Observations: presented broken glass and stated she 
intended self-harm. Initially walked away from officers 
when asked to stop. 
 
Information/intelligence: information was that she had 
the object and had concealed a further object. 
 
Suspicion prior to search: Had broken glass in her hand 
and walked away from officers initially, carers told police 
she had glass on her and had concealed another item. 

Outcome (i.e, arrested) No further action 
Body Worn Video available Yes 

 

Feedback from Independent Panel Members 

Panel Observations With regards to the form, the panel commented that the 
weapon was glass rather than a bladed weapon and 
should have been recorded as an ‘offensive weapon’.  
 
In terms of the BWV, the panel commended the officers 
and commented that they were very sensitive and 
professional with her and worked well together to 
understand who was best at explaining everything to her 
so she understood what was happening. 

Panel Decision Panel agreed that the description of the grounds justified 
the stop search, and the BWV gave evidence for 
compliance. 



Actions taken by Police Feedback on the stop search has been shared with officers 
involved. 

 

Case 5 

Date 31/01/2025 
Time 18:23 
Location Derby, Derby City 
Subject Male  

28 
W1. White British 

PE Search Power PACE 1984 (s1) 
PE Search Reason Bladed article 
PE Search Outcome Yes - object other than that searched for 
PE Search Clothing Removed No - outer clothes only (JOG) 
Stop Search Type Stop Search-Person Only 
Incident Summary At 18:17 member of public reports that they have seen a 

male walking down [a residential street] carrying what 
appears to be a blade. This was reported to be at the 
junction of [a residential street] and [a residential street]. 
Detained Person (DP) was stopped on [a residential 
street], which is near to the report location less than 10 
minutes after the report was made.  
 
The description given was BLUE PUFFER JACKET.CREW 
CUT HAIR , 30-40s, MALE, WHITE, APPEARED TO BE 
STOCKY - BUT POSS DUE TO JACKET 
 
They also stated that the male appeared drunk and was 
swaying.  
 
Observations: When stopped, DP told officers that he was 
a barber. He told officers he had in his bag clippers and 
razors for cutting peoples hair. He stated that he had been 
to the pub and had a few pints before catching the bus 
home.  
 
I would describe DP to be a white male with short dark 
hair. He was wearing a jacket and a bag over his shoulder 
which gave him the appearance of a stocky build.  
 
Information/intelligence: No other information or 
intelligence that I am aware of linked to the area  
 



Suspicion prior to search: Male found near to the 
reported area in short time frame with a similar 
description 

Outcome (i.e, arrested) No further action 
Body Worn Video available Yes 

 

Feedback from Independent Panel Members 

Panel Observations Panel commented that the DP was compliant which made 
the search a lot easier for officers. 

Panel Decision Panel agreed that the description of the grounds justified 
the stop search, and the BWV gave evidence for 
compliance. 

Actions taken by Police Feedback on the stop search has been shared with officers 
involved. 

 


