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FOI Request:   13/2025 
 
I write in connection with your request for information received in the Office of the Police and 
Crime Commissioner for Derbyshire on the 11th June 2025. You asked the following questions:  
 

‘I am writing to request the following under the Freedom of Information Act, 
regarding the use of risk assessment checklists in domestic abuse and related 
services provided or comissioned by your organisation: 
 

1. Is it a standard provision or requirement in contracts with third-party 
providers of relevant services (e.g. domestic abuse services, victim 
support), for them to use the DASH risk assessment checklist as part of 
their service? 
 

2. Is it a standard provision or requirement in contracts with third-party 
providers of relevant services, for them to use the DARA risk assessment 
checklist? 

 
If the answer to any of the above is more complicated than a “yes/no”, please 
provide a short explanation. 
 
If you are able to provide part but not all of the information requested, please do 
so, rather than rejecting the whole request. 

 
If you are encountering practical difficulties with complying with this request, 
please contact me as soon as possible (in line with your section 16 duty to advise 
and assist requesters) so that we can discuss the matter and if necessary I can 
modify the request.’ 

 
I can confirm that the Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner for Derbyshire holds the 
information that you have asked for. 
 

1. Is it a standard provision or requirement in contracts with third-party providers of 
relevant services (e.g. domestic abuse services, victim support), for them to use 
the DASH risk assessment checklist as part of their service? 
 
DASH is the current assessment tool used by Derbyshire Constabulary to assess risk 
levels for Domestic Abuse victims. Commissioned services are required to use an 
appropriate and compatible risk assessment tool with victims which supports the force in 
maintaining a dynamic assessment of risk. The Commissioned services that deal with 
high risk cases are aligned to the police MARAC process and therefore they use DASH. 
The standard and medium risk services also use this assessment tool. 
 



 

  

2. Is it a standard provision or requirement in contracts with third-party providers of 
relevant services, for them to use the DARA risk assessment checklist? 
 
There is no requirement for DARA to be used at present, but Derbyshire Constabulary is 
considering switching to using DARA and if it does, we will ask our Commissioned 
services to mirror this assessment process if necessary. 

  
If you are not satisfied with our response to your request, under Section 17 of the FOIA you are 
entitled to ask for an internal review of our decision. Any internal review needs to be submitted 
within two months of the date of receipt of this response and state why you are unhappy with 
the response. You can submit an internal review in the following ways: 
 

• Emailing the OPCC Inbox –  
PCCOffice@Derbyshire.PNN.Police.UK  or. 

 

• Writing to the OPCC at –  
The Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner for Derbyshire 
Butterley Hall 
Ripley 
Derbyshire 
DE5 3RS 
 

• By phone – 0300 122 6000 (as a reasonable adjustment under the Equality Act 2010). 
 
If you are not satisfied with the outcome of the internal review under Section 50 of the FOIA you 
can apply directly to the Information Commissioner (ICO) for a decision. Generally, the ICO 
cannot make a decision unless you have exhausted the internal review procedure provided by 
the OPCC. You can contact the ICO in the following ways: 
 

• Online at the ICO –  
https://ico.org.uk/global/contact-us/ or; 
 

• Writing to the ICO at –  
Information Commissioner's Office 
Wycliffe House 
Water Lane 
Wilmslow 
Cheshire 
SK9 5AF 

 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Marie Romano 
On behalf of the Police and Crime Commissioner 
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