
 

 

 

 

 
 

Stop Search Quarterly Report October – December 2024 

Overview 

This report is to provide information about Stop Search Scrutiny Panels undertaken by Independent 
Stop Search Volunteers between 1st October and 31st December 2024. 

Panels 

In quarter 3, 2 Stop Search Scrutiny Panels were conducted and a total of 20 cases were reviewed by 
the panel. This is split into 10 cases for the north of the county and 10 cases for the south of the 
county. 

 

*The Stop Search Scrutiny Panel that was due to take place in December, was cancelled due to officer 
unavailability* 

Findings 

The following table outlines information on the panel’s findings into whether the description of the 
grounds justified the Stop Search, if Body Worn Video (BWV) was available for the cases and if the 
search was conducted appropriately. 

Cases Did the description of the 
grounds justify the Stop 
Search? 

Was BWV available? Was the search 
conducted 
appropriately? 

October 10 10 10 
November 10 8 8 
December 0 0 0 
Total 20 18 18 

 

*BWV would not load for one of the cases presented in November and BWV could not be located for the second 
case in November.   
 

Feedback, Causes of Concern and Good Practice 

Examples of good practise  

- In relation to the BWV, they stated that the officer was very understanding regarding DPs 
mental health and made sure the detainee was understanding the process. The panel also 

Cases October November December Total 
North 5 5 0 10 
South 5 5 0 10 
Total 10 10 0 20 



 

 

though it was respectful that the officer asked the detainee if he was happy for him to pass 
his rucksack to his mum once searched as he was going to custody. 
 

- All officers treated her really well, everyone was calm and relaxed, and it was also good 
practice that they asked her if she understood everything after relaying GOWISELY. 

 

Causes of concern 

- The panel did pick up that the officers did not display their warrant cards to the detainee, 
and they should have done due to them being in plain clothes. 
 

- Due to officers smashing the car window of the detainee, concerns were raised around the 
welfare of the detainee and whether this could have been prioritised, especially because he 
said he had something in his eye. The detainee also didn’t seem to be taking in what was 
going on or what was said, and the officer did not check to ensure the detainee understood 
everything – detainee could have potentially been in shock after having his window 
smashed. 

 

Summary 

In summary, the panel concluded that:  

- 20 descriptions of the grounds reviewed, did justify a stop search. 
- BWV was available for 18 cases reviewed.  
- 18 searches were conducted appropriately. 
- Comments on the BWV could not be given for 2 cases as the BWV would not load/couldn’t 

be located. 

 


