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THE OFFICE OF POLICE AND CRIME COMMISSIONER 
FOR DERBYSHIRE 

DECISION RECORD 

Request for PCC Decision 
Received in OPCC 
Date: 3 May 2016 

OPCC Ref:  23/2016 

 

Title:  AWARD OF CONTRACT – BETTER TIMES  
 

Executive Summary: To be completed by PCC Specialist lead 
In 2012 the Commissioner determined that the most cost effective provision of 

media services would be achieved by an external contract and the tender was won 

by Better Times for a period of three years ending June 2016.  

As there is no contract extension allowed for in the current contract, it was 

recommended that a short term contract be awarded to the existing supplier under 

the same terms as the current contract.  Decisions relating to the value of this 

contract and the need to suspend contract procedure rules to agree a single tender 

waiver would normally fall within the delegations allowed to the Treasurer.  However 

in this case, the decision of the Commissioner was requested to both suspend 

Contract Rules by awarding to a single supplier and to award a six month contract 

with an option to extend for a further six months to Better Times. 
 

Decision 
Resolved that 
i. The Commissioner suspends Contract standing orders and awards a contract 

to a single supplier.  

ii. A six month contract be awarded to the existing supplier Better Times for the 

provision of media services on the same terms and conditions as that 

approved following a competitive tender process in June 2013.  
 

Declaration 
I confirm that I have considered whether or not I have any personal or prejudicial 
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interest in this matter and take the proposed decision in compliance with the Code of 

Conduct for the Police and Crime Commissioner for Derbyshire.  Any such interests 

are recorded below. 

The above request has my approval. 

 

 
Signature 
ALAN CHARLES 

 
 

 

 

 

Date 3 May 2016 

PUBLICATION SCHEME CONSIDERATIONS 

Is the related Section B report to be published     Yes 
If no, please indicate relevant exemption 

 

Is the publication of this approval to be deferred     No 
If Yes, provide reasons below 

 

Date to be deferred to – 
NB Statutory Instrument 2011/3050 (as amended by SI 2012/2479) states that: all decisions made by 

a PCC are in the types of information that must “be published as soon as practicable after it becomes 

available to the elected local policing body”. 
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OFFICER APPROVAL 

Chief Executive or Nominee: 
I have been consulted about the proposal and confirm that financial, legal and 

equalities advice has been taken into account in the preparation of this report.  

I am satisfied that this is an appropriate request to be submitted to the Police and 

Crime Commissioner 

 
Name    Helen Boffy                                                 Date  18 April 2016 
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DECISION REPORT   
3 MAY 2016 

REPORT OF THE TREASURER  
 

AWARD OF CONTRACT – BETTER TIMES 

1. PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

1.1 To request the suspension of contract standing orders to approve a single 

tender waiver 

1.2 To award a 6 month short term contract to Better Times for media services 

2. INFORMATION AND ANALYSIS 

2.1 The Commissioner determined in 2012 that the most cost effective provision 

of media services would be achieved by an external contract that provided 

seven days a week cover and a wide network support. 

2.2 The tender was won by Better Times in June 2013 for a period of three years, 

ending in June 2016.  There was no provision in this contract for an extension. 

At the time the contract was awarded, the end date seemed appropriate. 

2.3 The Commissioner has considered the options which are to retender in his 

term of office or to approve a short term contract.  Retendering would commit 

the new Commissioner to a supplier and a specification not of his choosing for 

a considerable period of time.  Approving a short term contract would allow a 

continuation of service support and the new Commissioner can determine his 

own position re media services, in respect of how the service is provided, and 

if indeed it is to be contracted, to determine the contract specification.  

2.4 As there was no contract extension allowed for in the current contract, the 

recommendation is for a short term contract to be awarded (6 months) to the 

existing supplier under the same terms as the current contract. Decisions 

relating to the value of this contract and the need to suspend contract 

procedure rules to agree a single tender waiver would normally fall within the 
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delegations allowed to the Treasurer.  However in this case, the decision of 

the Commissioner is requested to both suspend Contract Rules by awarding 

to a single supplier and to award a six month contract with an option to extend 

for a further six months to Better Times. 

2.5 The financial implications of these decisions can be contained within existing 

budgets, as provision has already been made for this or a similar service in 

the OPCC budget for 2016/17. 

2.6 A fully tendered service (should the service not be brought back in house or 

discontinued) will be procured in due course, at the determination of the new 

Commissioner after May 2016.  

3. RECOMMENDATIONS 

i. That the Commissioner suspends Contract standing orders and awards a 

contract to a single supplier 

ii. That a six month contract be awarded to the existing supplier Better Times for 

the provision of media services on the same terms and conditions as that 

approved following a competitive tendering process in JUNE 2013. 

 

4. IMPLICATIONS 

All implications are assessed and scored to the table below.  
HIGH – supporting explanation and narrative required and to be contained 
within the report 
MEDIUM – narrative to be contained within the report at the discretion of the 
author  
LOW – no narrative required 
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 LOW MEDIUM HIGH 

Crime & Disorder  X  

Environmental X   

Equality & Diversity  X  

Financial X   

Health & Safety X   

Human Rights X   

Legal  X  

Personnel X   

 

Contact details  
in the event  
of enquiries 

Name: Helen Boffy 
External telephone number: 0300 122 6005 
Email address:  helen.boffy.4808@derbyshire.pnn.police.uk  

 

BACKGROUND PAPERS: NONE 

ATTACHMENTS: NONE 
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