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The newsletter for  

Derbyshire’s Independent Custody Visitors 

WELCOME TO THE MAY EDITION OF DERBYSHIRE'S 
INDEPENDENT CUSTODY VISITORS NEWSLETTER 
 
ICV News has been designed to keep you informed and updated on any National and Local news, 
including training events, dates for the diary and any current issues.  
 
 
 
 

 

 

UPDATES FROM ICVA 

DRAFT CHANGES TO PACE 
The government responded positively to ICVAs complain regarding menstrual products and therefore there will be some changes to PACE codes C and 
H. These are only draft at the moment but they include: 

• All detainees will be given the opportunity to speak to a member of staff of the same sex about their personal care needs in private.   
• Female detainees will proactively be offered menstrual products, when they are accepted, detainees will be told that they are free of charge 

and can be replaced when needed. 
• Toilet and washing facilities must be provided and they must be dignified 
• Where there is CCTV in cells, privacy in the toilet area must be ensured and detainees must be made aware that they can use the toilet with 

privacy. 
• Any removal of clothing must have proper regard to the dignity of detainees.   

We will give you a full briefing on the changes when they come into effect but for now I think we can all agree that this is a great step towards detainee 
dignity! 

BLOG ON MAKING CUSTODY GOOD 

Dr Layla Skinns has written a blog on her work on dignity in police custody. Her work is really interesting and shines a light on how the little things in 
police detention can make a massive difference. If you would like to read her blog, click here. 

 

https://bscpolicingnetwork.com/2019/03/27/dignity-decency-legality-making-police-custody-good/
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https://custodyvisiting.wordpress.com/2018/11/22/why-we-do-what-we-do/ 

CITY OF LONDON POLICE CUSTODY INSPECTION 
The inspectorates have published their report on their inspection of the City of London Police Custody.  The report was a good one overall with a few 
learning point which included:  

• The inspectorates found that there was a strong culture of care evident throughout the force’s custody services. Custody staff were clearly 
focused on achieving good outcomes for detainees and recognising and addressing the needs of vulnerable detainees. 

• Good governance overall although there was a lack of strategic oversight in some key areas, including the staffing problems within the 
custody suite and the inspectorate found that there was a lack of strategic oversight in terms of managing the healthcare contract. 

• Arrangements for detainee entitlements were good overall, the report noting good arrangements for women in terms of both menstrual 
protection and access to female officers, more showers being offered than normally seen, reading items offered and good arrangements in 
terms of food and religious observance. 

• Elements of a request culture still remain in that detainees still have to request toilet paper, which the inspectorate note as being undignified 
for detainees. 

• AA provision for vulnerable adults was problematic out of hours, and the report noted concerns that the custody staff were not calling for AAs 
for all vulnerable adults. 

• Use of anti-rip clothing was lower than usually seen in other forces and this is a positive finding. 
• CCTV was problematic in two regards, with screens being able to be seen from the booking in area, and staff being unaware that when strip 

searches were taking place in cell the camera should be turned off to maintain detainee dignity and privacy. 

If you would like to read the full report, click here. 

INQUEST REPORT 

The latest INQUEST report has been released. This edition includes a section on deaths following contact with the police, It summarises their work on 
the Angiolini Review, the report on the death of James Herbert AND Seni Lewis. If you’d like to have a read, click here. 

 

QAF AWARDS 
This month, Liz and I got to take a trip down to London to collect our Platinum award from the House of Lords (check us out on the pic at the top of the 
newsletter)! It was a very special day but we really would not have managed it without all of your help. So a big thank you to each and every one of you 
once again. You’re the best! 

 

MINISTERIAL SUPPORT 
For those of you who complete Custody Record Reviews you should hopefully already know this! Last week we received a letter from the Minister of 
State for Police and the Fire Service, Nick Hurd, thanking us for our work in shaping new Custody Visiting in Derbyshire. This is absolutely amazing! A 
Minister is genuinely impressed by all of your hard work and drive. You really are helping us shape this, so thank you again to those who received the 
letters. And if anyone else would like to put their name in the hate to join the scheme then please just let me know! 

https://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmiprisons/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/2019/03/City-of-London-police-Web-2018.pdf
https://inquest.eu.rit.org.uk/impact-2016-2018
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