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Derbyshire’s Independent Custody Visitors 

WELCOME TO THE MARCH EDITION OF 
DERBYSHIRE'S INDEPENDENT CUSTODY VISITORS 
NEWSLETTER 
 
ICV News has been designed to keep you informed and updated on any National and Local news, 
including training events, dates for the diary and any current issues.  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

UPDATES FROM ICVA 

ICVA WON AN AWARD 

The NPCC present four 'Criminal Justice Star' awards each year, including one for an external organisation.   Katie Kempen was presented with one of 

these awards for ICVA's work on menstrual care.  Katie has said ‘whilst I get to be the figurehead, this is very much a team effort and you are at the 

forefront of those changes.  From the excellent Essex ICVs and Liane who made us aware of the problem to ICVs who checked menstrual products 

across the UK to the scheme managers who have pursued lengthy battles to improve care and their ICVs who continue to check that female detainees 

are given the products that they need - you are all so amazing.  Our Board were brave and put loads of work in.  Moreover, I know that it's a taboo and 

difficult subject and many of you just won't enjoy talking about periods. It's a big thing to get over that discomfort and you did so thank you.’ ICVA have 

published a blog on this in order to thank all of the parties involved. If you’d like to read this blog, please click here.  

We would like to thank you for the hard work that you have all put in on this issue. Ensuring that detainees dignity is a high priority is extremely 

important, as is the work that you all do! 

 

https://custodyvisiting.wordpress.com/2019/03/14/we-won-an-award/
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https://custodyvisiting.wordpress.com/2018/11/22/why-we-do-what-we-do/ 

SPITGUARDS 

There has been some national debate on the use of spitguards recently.  Spitguards have now been widely rolled out across the UK and you should  may 

see them in use in police custody.  ICVs have an important role in feeding back their experiences.   

 

ICVA have produced spit guard guidance and a checklist for ICVs, which I have attached to this email. Please take a look at them and think about them 

on your visits. Would it be beneficial if I sent a few copies of the checklist round to each of you? Please take note of whenever you see spitguards in use 

and let us know any positive or negative feedback. 

CRIMINAL JUSTICE CONFERENCE 

The NPCC ran a criminal justice conference recently.  The conference included speakers such as Dame Vera Baird, Max Hill QC and Sir Brian 

Leveson.  The conference looks beyond custody to the system as a whole with many CPS staff attending.  Key points of note for schemes are:  

• The conference looked at use of Video Enabled Justice as a whole, but did note the challenges of VEJ for detainees.  As members have already 

noted, this includes demands on custody estate, staff, waits for transport to prison and managing risk to detainees as well as IT 

challenges.  The team, judges and others shared these concerns and noted that VEJ with detainees is declining for these reasons.  However, 

ICVA's Chair will give your feedback directly to the NPCC lead on the project to make sure that it's in their thinking and planning. 

• The conference also explored the problems with changes to bail.  In particular, they noted that people released under investigation are left for 

long waits with little information.  Speakers also expressed concerns that victims are left exposed when bail conditions are not imposed.   

• Developing this topic further, speakers explored the impact on a suspect when justice is delayed.  A mother of a suspect spoke movingly on 

how her life and her son's life were impact by a two year wait for a court date that did not actually happen. 

• Most relevant of all to schemes was the NPCC / College of Policing virtual reality training for custody staff. This training is part of wider work, 

led by ACC Nev Kemp, to formally recognise the expertise and role of a custody officer. This virtual reality 'cave' enables groups of people to 

run through scenarios in custody.  It is aimed at sergeants, but could be a very powerful and useful tool for training ICVs too.  The NPCC are 

working with the College of Policing on the module, a huge well done to Nick Ephgrave, Nev Kemp and the Custody Forum training group for 

pushing this forward. 

 

UNAVALABILITY 
It’s that time again! Please send us your unavailability for the month of May by the 1st of April so that we can get the rotas ready for you! 
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