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The newsletter for  

Derbyshire’s Independent Custody Visitors 

WELCOME TO THE JULY EDITION OF DERBYSHIRE'S 
INDEPENDENT CUSTODY VISITORS NEWSLETTER 
 
ICV News has been designed to keep you informed and updated on any National and Local news, 
including training events, dates for the diary and any current issues.  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

UPDATES FROM ICVA 

FOCUS ON PACE - SLEEPING REVIEWS 
It has been identified that detainees are often not being informed that a review of their detention had taken place whilst they were sleeping. ICVA often 
sees this as an area to improve in HMICFRS/HMIP inspection reports so are making 'sleeping reviews' the theme for this week's 'focus on PACE'. 

According to PACE code C: 
15.7 A detainee who is asleep at a review, see paragraph 15.1, and whose continued detention is authorised must be informed about the decision and 
reason as soon as practicable after waking. 

All detainees should, therefore, be informed of their review when they are awake and a note should appear in the custody record to demonstrate that 
this has been done. Try to keep your eyes peeled for this one for us! 

 

THERE TO HELP 2 

The National Appropriate Adult Network have published their latest report 'There to Help 2', following up on their Home Office commissioned original 
report and working to ensure AA provision for vulnerable adults. If you would like to read it, you can find it here. Derbyshire came out quite well off in 
the report, with one of the highest percentages of vulnerable people receiving an AA, but there is still work to be done in this area. Remember to ask 
about Appropriate Adults if you feel that the prevision is needed. 

 

https://www.appropriateadult.org.uk/index.php/policy/policy-publications/there-to-help-2
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https://custodyvisiting.wordpress.com/2018/11/22/why-we-do-what-we-do/ 

GLASGOW CUSTODY INSPECTION
Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary in Scotland, (HMICS), have recently released a report of custody in Glasgow. The points highlighted by 
HMICS were as follows:  

• Staff working at the custody centres in Greater Glasgow were professional and respectful and the detainees we spoke to were generally
satisfied with how they were treated. 

• Custody resourcing has recently increased with additional Criminal Justice Police Custody and Security Officers and new team leaders being
appointed. 

• Local policing officers in Greater Glasgow raised a high degree of concern regarding queueing and processing times at all custody centres in
the area. 

• Prisoner Escort Records were not always completed with all relevant information. 
• A new policy of allowing lower risk detainees a period of three hours continuous rest or sleep without the need for hourly rousing had recently

been introduced. 
• There is a much greater use of constant observations in custody centres in Greater Glasgow (and in the West generally) compared to other 

areas. 
• With the increase in custody staff, custody supervisors should increasingly look to cover constant observations from within custody where 

possible, rather than drawing on local policing resources. 
• At the time of our inspection, there was a lack of observation and accessible cells across Greater Glasgow. The number of observation cells has 

since been increased. 
• There were effective handovers between shifts, with good briefing of incoming teams on the history and needs of individual detainees.
• The quality of the pillows, mattresses, blankets and towels available in custody has improved.
• There is a need to improve the recording of information about a detainee’s time in custody.
• There is a need to ensure that all detainees in custody are aware of their legal rights and are able to exercise them. Some detainees would 

benefit from being reminded of these, after they have initially been booked in. 
• Detainees across Greater Glasgow benefit from full-time nurse-led health care provision based at Govan custody centre. However, a greater 

degree of medical confidentiality for detainees is needed. 

If you would like to read the full report, click here. 

DEATH IN CUSTODY - INQUEST RESULTS 

The inquest into the death of Leroy Medford has concluded, finding that he died of a heroin overdose.  Media reports some criticism of the police in the 
death, notably:  

• Those looking after Leroy Medford did not know the local policy for detainees suspected to be hiding drugs. 
• Failure to adequately carry out constant observations.
• As the sergeant believed that observations were conducted properly, they discounted the possibility that Leroy Medford had consumed drugs 

and so no further medical investigation in hospital was considered. 

The news article here includes footage that shows how the drugs were consumed.  It is believed that drug stuffing / packing is a growing issue in police 
custody so I thought it was important to share this with you. 

IOPC LEARNING THE LESSONS 

The IOPC have published their latest Learning the Lessons document, this time it is focused on police custody and has some really important examples 
of how we can learn from the mistakes of other forces. I found it really useful and interesting to read. If you’d like to have a look, click here. 

ICVA’s ICOP 
Following the success of our Custody Record Reviews, ICVA have now created the ICOP (the Independent Custody Observers Pilot). This involves 6 
other ICV schemes taking on the role of Custody Record Reviewers. The Schemes taking part include Nottinghamshire, Leicestershire, Thames Valley, 
Humberside, Gloucestershire and Dyfed-Powys. Your work is being spread across the country and we could not be more proud of you! We will keep you 
updated on the progress of this pilot. They are currently in the training stage and are set to start reviewing in September. 

https://www.hmics.scot/sites/default/files/publications/HMICS20190612PUB.pdf
https://www.getreading.co.uk/news/reading-berkshire-news/police-failings-contributed-death-reading-16487532
https://www.policeconduct.gov.uk/research-and-learning/learning-and-recommendations/learning-lessons
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