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The newsletter for  

Derbyshire’s Independent Custody Visitors 

WELCOME TO THE APRIL EDITION OF DERBYSHIRE'S 
INDEPENDENT CUSTODY VISITORS NEWSLETTER 
 
ICV News has been designed to keep you informed and updated on any National and Local news, 
including training events, dates for the diary and any current issues.  
 
 
 
 

 

 

UPDATES FROM ICVA 

DUNCAN TOMLIN INQUEST 
An inquest into the death of Duncan Tomlin has found that he died due to cardiorespiratory failure due to both restraint in a prone position and the 
effects of a combination of drugs.  That inquest concluded that his death was contributed to by neglect from Sussex Police. 
 
The death did not occur in custody.  However, it again highlights the risk associated with managing intoxication and restraint in prone position which 
does happen in custody suites.  If you’d like to read more about this, click here. 

BLOG FROM CLEVELAND SCHEME MANAGER 

The ICV Scheme Manager from Cleveland has written a blog about the challenges and joys of her job. If you would like to read it, click here. 

INQUEST NEWSLETTER 

The latest INQUEST newsletter has been released. This edition includes reports that all charges of gross misconduct against officers involved in the 
death of Sean Rigg have been dismissed, alongside the response from the family and INQUEST themselves.  The report also includes information on 
INQUEST's campaign to achieve non-means tested funding for families in inquests, which ICVA has signed.  If you’d like to take a look, click here. 

 

https://www.inquest.org.uk/duncan-tomlin-jury-neglect
https://custodyvisiting.wordpress.com/2019/04/05/diary-of-an-icv-scheme-manager/
https://mailchi.mp/a63d5c89cfec/inquest-newsletter-march-1414997
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https://custodyvisiting.wordpress.com/2018/11/22/why-we-do-what-we-do/ 

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE POLICE CUSTODY INSPECTION 
The inspectorates have published their report on their inspection into Nottinghamshire Police Custody.  Unfortunately, the report found that 
Nottinghamshire lacked day-to-day leadership and oversight in custody suites and highlighted a number of significant concerns, in particular:  

• Poor governance of performance within custody. 
• A worrying overview of culture within the custody suites including “concerning attitudes that led to the punitive and potentially unfair 

treatment of detainees." 
• The police were failing to meet guidance and PACE Codes in too many areas. 
• A disregard for detainee dignity where detainees did not have privacy to have confidential discussions or to disclose any relevant conditions to 

custody officers.  Detainees were seen walking barefoot around custody; their needs were not checked before they went into cells meaning 
that they needed to make requests from staff.   

• Staff muted call bells from detainees, increasing risk to detainees. 
• Worrying findings in local process and procedures such as poor handovers. 
• Problems accessing transport and beds for detainees in poor mental health.  
• Long waits for Appropriate Adults. 
• Too many children staying overnight in custody.  

If you would like to read the full report, click here. 

METROPOLITAN POLICE CUSTODY INSPECTION 
Positive findings  

• The Metropolitan police do not use anti-rip suits across the board. The report states that, ‘Staff understood that leaving a detainee in their 
own clothes could prevent an escalation of risky behaviour’. This is an unusual and positive finding, where the Met are leading the way for 
other areas to follow. 

• Strong in-house training for mental health with service user involvement, ensuring that the detainee perspective is heard and utilised to 
inform practice.  

• The report notes some good individualised practice around caring for children in custody, and in particular ICVA was pleased to see the 
inspectorate report that staff had a good understanding of the test for secure accommodation.  

Areas for improvement    

• The report notes a formal cause for concern in terms of use of force, in particular that of governance and oversight. These problems with 
recording mean that the force cannot find itself assured that its use of force on detainees is proportionate and justified. The inspectorate goes 
on to comment that not all use of force is recorded and that use of force was not always accurately recorded. In addition to this a specific area 
commented upon in the report is that of spitguards, with concerns noted regarding the application and the length of time the equipment was 
being used for.  

• The report notes that records of strip searches did not satisfy the inspectorate in terms of necessity and proportionality of strip searching. The 
report also notes the high proportion of strip searches in total including the disproportionate strip searching of children and BAME detainees.  

• Finally, we read with some concern that women and girls in custody were not routinely able to speak to a female member of staff. This was 
compounded by the inspectorates finding that some male custody sergeants reported feeling uncomfortable asking female detainees if they 
required any menstrual products. In real terms, this could mean that a female would not be offered products if there were no female officers 
on shift, which is likely to occur.  

 

HAPPY EASTER EVERYONE! 
I hope you all have a wonderful holiday! I’m off on annual leave for two weeks so if you need anything then please contact Liz. I’m sure she will be fine in 
my absence but she may need your support to get through this tough time (hehe! ). 

https://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmicfrs/publications/nottinghamshire-joint-inspection-of-police-custody/
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