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Crime has fallen for the tenth consecutive year in Derbyshire with the county seeing one of the biggest 
reductions in crime nationally. 
 
Derbyshire Constabulary has announced that in the year ending April 1, overall crime has reduced by 16.3 
per cent from 61,483 incidents in 2011/12 to 51,440 in 2012/13 meaning there were more than 10,000 fewer 
victims this year compared to last. 
 
The force understands that when compared to other police services, Derbyshire has seen one of the largest 
reductions in crime during the last year. 
 
In the ten years since National Crime Recording Standards were introduced, bringing about a consistency in 
how the police recorded crimes, the number of victims in Derbyshire has halved. This ten year reduction is 
well ahead of the national trend. In 2002/3 there were more than 103,000 victims of crime in Derbyshire. 
 
During the last year, house burglary fell by 12 per cent from 3,262 incidents to 2,855, violent crime saw a 14 
per cent reduction from 14,370 to 12,290 while vehicle crime dropped by six per cent from 5,261 to 4,920. 
Criminal damage reduced by 24 per cent from 11,577 to 8,755. 
 
The positive outcome rate fell slightly from 36.6 per cent in 2011/12 to 36 per cent. Positive outcomes 
represent those crimes where an offender has been identified and the crime solved to the satisfaction of the 
victim. Positive outcomes include offences taken to court (either the Crown Court or the Magistrates’ Court), 
offences ‘taken into consideration’, offences where the offender might receive an official caution or a formal 
Fixed Penalty Notice or offences resolved using restorative justice. 
 
Chief Constable Mick Creedon said: “It’s brilliant news that there has now been ten consecutive years of 
crime reduction here in Derbyshire. These figures show a fall in crime of more than 50 per cent since 
2002/03, which means 52,000 fewer victims than ten years ago: that’s 1,000 fewer each week. These latest 
figures are excellent and show once again that Derbyshire is increasingly a safe place to live in, work in and 
visit. 
 
“The statistics are a reflection of the hard work done each day by police officers and staff, but just as much 
reflect the effort and commitment of partner organisations, communities, volunteers and all justice agencies. 
Derbyshire police are just one part of this wider group, all working together to make the county safer for 
everyone. 
 
“Our crime decrease last year was one of the biggest seen by any force in the country but we do recognise 
that these figures are only based on the Home Office counting rules and cover many, but not all, types of 
incident that blight communities and harm the public.  
 
“They do not include certain forms of offending, such as drink-driving, speeding and driving using a mobile 
phone – all types of behaviour that can cause death and injury on the road. Likewise, the figures are a 
reflection of what the public report to us, and many crime types such as cyber crime, paedophilia and child 
trafficking only appear in the figures when my officers discover them through painstaking proactive 
investigations. As headline crime goes down, we see a rise in these other forms of crime but we are putting 
extra resources into these areas.  
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“The further reduction in recorded crime is great news but I continue to be concerned by increases in crimes 
which are domestic violence or child abuse-related and so we have increased the number of skilled officers 
in arenas like child protection and fraud to combat the issue. It may not be visible policing and the public 
might not see it on the streets, but it’s vitally important.” 
 
Police and Crime Commissioner Alan Charles said: “These figures are proof that Derbyshire is even safer 
and therefore there are fewer victims of crime.  Crime has now halved in ten years – and that’s a fact. 
Everyone who has worked so hard to achieve this, the police, our partners and members of the public, 
should be congratulated.  
 
“I’m fully aware though, that after ten years of crime reduction, it becomes harder and harder to find ways to 
continue to improve still further. I am committed to doing all that I can, as people can see in my Police and 
Crime Plan, to support the constabulary, work with our partners and commission effective services that will 
combine to continue the reduction in crime across the city and county.” 
 
 


