
 
 
 
 

 
Notes from the Police and Crime Commissioners closing summary: 24.09.2014 
  

• Mr Charles opened by conveying that the purpose of today’s event was to identify where 
and how we can build collective practices. 
 

• Partnership approaches – “the only way we can effectively protect and support the most 
vulnerable young people in our County.” 
 

• Mr Charles went on to comment “perhaps it is not always surprising when young people 
rebel as their voices often go unheard. Consultation therefore needs to be intrinsic to 
everything we do to help understand and be able to protect our younger communities.” 
  

• Mr Charles also highlighted that those adults who see fit to provoke, manipulate and 
encourage younger people to react equally need to be held to account in matters of anti-
social behaviour. “We all have a responsibility here.” 
 

• Supporting the most vulnerable in our communities was vital to Mr Charles who commented 
on the ‘Repay project’ Bob Smith (Head of the Youth Offending Service for Derbyshire) had 
talked about earlier and the case study presented by a member of the Youth Offending 
team. 
 

• ‘Protect, prevent, support’ – were the themes for the event and these were covered in detail 
by Assistant Chief Constable Gary Knighton.  
 

• It was noted within ACC Knighton’s presentation that proportionally very few young people 
engage with the Criminal Justice System and there are far more young victims than young 
perpetrators. 
  

• Mr Charles acknowledged that “it is critical that we get this support right for young victims 
as well as those vulnerable of entering into criminality.” 
 

• The issue of Child Sexual Exploitation was presented to delegates by DSI Andrew Stokes. This 
presentation was a response to the concerns raised by young people following the 
Commissioner’s youth survey (April to August). 
 

• Exploitation, it was remarked by Mr Charles, was often treated as “the elephant in the 
room.. but without talking frankly and openly we will not be able to encourage reporting of 
such crimes and acknowledge the extent to which they are occurring.” 
 

• Mr Charles also tackled the issue of prejudice that was often generated by the public in 
relation to sexual exploitation – namely that people within our communities may appear to 
believe that this is predominantly a crime perpetrated by ‘Asian gangs.’ 
 

• Mr Charles pointed out: “the reality is that most types of these offences will actually be 
committed by white males. But regardless of ethnic origin and gender those who commit 
such offences are all criminals and need to be stopped in their tracks.”  



• There lies a responsibility for all adults to report and encourage reporting not just to the 
constabulary but to partners such as ‘Safe and Sound’ in Derby (who were also present at 
the event). Mr Charles made it clear: “If you see something, say something.” 
 

• “Chelsea’s Choice” was also mentioned as a positive co-commissioned theatre production 
that will be touring across Secondary Schools throughout Derbyshire from October 2014. 
 

• Mr Charles made it clear to his audience that if the 6 Schools across the County who have 
refused to show the production think that the issue of Child Sexual Exploitation does not 
exist in their communities then, as partners, we need to strongly encourage them to think 
otherwise. 
 

• The Summit also raised the issue (as a result of the consultation and survey work of the 
OPCC) of Cyber bullying and E-safety which Mr Charles addressed as being “one of the most 
worrying emerging pictures of crime that effects so many younger people across our 
County.” 
 

• The Commissioner highlighted that those who are young are far more likely to share 
personal details and inappropriate imagery than any other sector of society.  
 

• Mr Charles said: “There needs to be acknowledgement and education in place to allow 
younger people to understand how the virtual world impacts the real world.” 
 

• A resulting video created by the members of ‘Erewash Youth Forum’ was showcased at the 
Summit.  
 

• The Commissioner observed that this is clearly not an issue exclusive to Erewash and this 
powerful short film should be available to young people and parents across the County. 
 

• The Commissioner will sit on a meeting with a newly formed County strategy group on the 
2nd October that will directly address issues relating to E-safety and cyber crime. 
 

• Mr Charles then went on to mention his ‘Crime Prevention Fund’ available for any groups of 
practitioners or young people who may have similar ideas for an innovative project which 
aims to tackle pressing issues relating to Policing and Crime. 

 
• The Commissioner then highlighted the opportunities that the third and public sectors 

would have to collaborate and help ensure that measures of austerity would have a lesser 
impact on younger people within our communities. He commented: “Perhaps this is political 
but more than ever this is a time to ensure we get it right together and bring our resources 
together wherever we possibly can.” 
 

• To share information, best practice and communicate where gaps may be will be crucial in 
protecting the most vulnerable. Mr Charles said: “We need to explore where we can add 
value to existing services and I hope that we have begun to address and encourage this 
today.” 
 

• Mr Charles applauded the professionalism and quality of the Schools inputs to the Summit 
including students from Pingle School, Landau Forte, Teresa Roche (Principal of Henry 
Fanshawe School, Dronfield) and Liz Cartledge (Assistant Principal from Shirebrook 
Academy).    



 
• The Commissioner encouraged all schools to continue to evaluate their approaches to how 

they can best work with the Police and partners and ensure they can communicate the 
strongest support and prevention initiatives to their pupils. 
 

• Mr Charles also made it clear that the biggest challenge partners have across the whole of 
the county is coordination, particularly in relation to education and creating consistency of 
messages to our young people about priority crime areas that have an impact on all parts of 
the County such as Child Sexual Exploitation, Drugs, Alcohol and Hate Crime. 

 
• He added that his team, as a result of his public consultation and survey work, will be 

furthering their focus and engagement on issues relating to Domestic Violence, Hate and 
Drug related crimes in the coming year. 

 
End 
 
1st October 2014 


