
Comment from Derbyshire Constabulary - Forced Marriage 
 
Since the National Conference in May significant progress has been made in the 
work to tackle this now criminalised offence and, of utmost priority, provide 
appropriate support to victims.  The Conference itself illustrated the effective 
partnership between Karma Nirvana and Derbyshire Constabulary and highlighted 
the joint commitment to tackling forced marriages and honour crimes.  
 
Thanks to local and national media interest, general awareness of the issue has 
increased greatly, with police, partner agencies (statutory and voluntary sector) and 
more members of the public cognisant of the signs that highlight someone is 
potentially at risk. 
 
Notably, there is now greater commitment from the Government to tackle the issue, 
with the Minister’s message to delegates leading to further engagement and 
commitment to tackle the issues surrounding Forced Marriage.  
 
As a direct result of the Conference Derbyshire Constabulary has updated its 
guidance to all officers and alerted them to the change in legislation making Forced 
Marriage a criminal offence.  Community Engagement teams have been briefed and 
disseminated the message through local partnership and community forums.  In fact 
there is now increased cross-partnership working regarding both Forced Marriage 
and Honour Based Violence across the wider criminal justice sector.  
 
Clearly, as the Conference heard, training is a priority, and Karma Nirvana will 
deliver a three-day training event in October this year to offer further expertise and 
support for officers in Derbyshire who deal with offences of Forced Marriage.  
Following the Conference more police forces agreed to undertake this specialist 
training. 
 
Nothing is more important than the needs of the victim and Derbyshire Constabulary 
continues to work with local specialist Independent Domestic Violence Advocates to 
support the victims of these offences.  In addition, only officers who have completed 
locally delivered training are asked to handle allegations of Forced Marriage, and in 
future all detective constables will receive Forced Marriage training on their initial 
detective training course. 
 
Work remains ongoing, and will do so as long as there are victims and people at risk.  
If you know or suspect that someone is at risk of becoming a victim, don’t hesitate, 
call your local police.  Karma Nirvana is also able to give advice, support and 
appropriate contacts. 
 
 


