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Women and men living in fear in Derbyshire are receiving better protection from 
violence than at any point in the past. For some time, public protection partners have 
been shouting very loudly about the need for tougher safeguarding measures to 
ensure those at risk of harm are given a route to safety.  

Finally domestic violence is gaining the kind of attention and legislative support 
needed to do this. Previously hidden problems such as Forced Marriage and Female 
Genital Mutilation (FGM) are now being prioritised as Forces become more confident 
at riding through the complex cultural and religious practices which have threatened 
to isolate them from specific communities. And with the arrival of Police and Crime 
Commissioners, funding is being directly channelled into support systems to help 
victims recover and rebuild their lives.  

In all honesty, we are still at the bottom of a very steep learning curve in terms of 
how best to investigate and pursue these delicate cases and deliver satisfactory 
conclusions for all involved however there is a much wider acceptance that we can 
do more to encourage victims that help is at hand for those who come forward. 

One of the biggest milestones to assist our approach has been the Government’s 
decision to criminalise Forced Marriage from June 16th 2014.  

Not only are we doing everything in our power to invest in and expand the services 
we offer to help vulnerable people heal from their terrible experiences, it is now 
recognised in the eyes of the law that this kind of abhorrent behaviour warrants 
severe punishment. Anyone breaking Forced Marriage laws could face up to seven 
years’ imprisonment which should act as a warning and deterrent to any member of 
society who believes this practice is acceptable.  

The new legislation is one of a series of recent national changes designed to help 
protect vulnerable people, particularly women, who find themselves in an abusive 
relationship of any kind and allow police to take a harder line on the perpetrators. We 
record very few incidents of Forced Marriage in Derbyshire, but this is irrelevant. 
What is important is that we are making a unified statement with our partners that we 
will not accept such behaviour, which will hopefully go some way to instilling 
confidence in any potential victims who require our help.  

Currently, reports of Forced Marriage, Honour-based Violence and FGM are 
investigated by officers within our Public Protection teams and form part of the 
Domestic Violence Team’s workload. A new Domestic Abuse Operational Booklet 
has recently been created to provide guidance to staff working on these types of 
cases to ensure consistency and the Force has recently reviewed its Intranet 
guidance for operational officers.   

Prior to the new legislative changes, the team has embraced any statutory protection 
it can to assist victims of Forced Marriage. In the past six years, it has processed 12 



Forced Marriage Protection Orders. These are legal documents issued by a judge 
that contain legally-binding conditions and directions against the perpetrator such as 
a ban on foreign travel. Anyone found breaking the conditions can be jailed for up to 
two years.  

Within the same timeframe, the team has investigated 44 reports of Honour-based 
Violence. Although no crime has been recorded for FGM, the Force has requested 
funding to implement the Welsh Risk Assessment Model which is being rolled out 
nationally and to train 18 professionals in its use.  

Aside from legal measures, we are working very hard to develop our own 
understanding of Forced Marriage and build more effective partnerships with other 
agencies. Most victims are too scared to contact police about their situation and so 
we need our colleagues in education and health to learn how to spot the signs and 
channel the right help. 

I’m delighted that Derbyshire, along with Karma Nirvana, was able to host such an 
important national conference. Together, we welcomed some of the UK’s most 
prominent experts on the subject including those at the forefront of Forced Marriage 
research and the legislative process and those whose job it is to police it. Crucially, 
we also have the victims’ perspective which is something that all of us appreciate is 
key to helping us better understand the sensitivities surrounding this issue. 

Learning from each other will help us to sharpen our response and identify those 
most at risk well before they are actually in danger. Fear of cultural sensitivities 
should never hold us back in our commitment to protecting young women and men 
from harm - attitudes need to change so that society as a whole rejects this abuse of 
human rights and together we can inspire that change. 

 


