
 

LinkT
H

E
Derbyshire Police & Crime Commissioner Newsletter 

JU
N

E
 2

01
3

www.derbyshire-pcc.gov.uk 1

I’ve been busy turning words into actions since my 
Budget and my Police and Crime Plan for Derbyshire 
were approved earlier this year. And that includes 
saving 20 police officer posts that would have otherwise 
disappeared due to Government cutbacks on police 
funding.

You have repeatedly told me how important frontline policing is 
for your neighbourhoods. That’s why I proposed a 1.96% rise 
in the amount of the council tax that goes towards policing. 
Costing the majority of houeholds less than a penny a day, 
the increase will deliver £1m a year towards the police budget 
and help to sustain funding for more than 20 police officers in 
years to come.

What you have told me you need from policing in Derbyshire 
has played a pivotal role in my first Plan. My aim, like yours, is 
to feel and be safe in our homes, at work and out and about. 
Recent figures show that crime has fallen in Derbyshire for the 
tenth year running. That is great news but we must never be 
complacent about tackling crime. 

The pledges I made at my election last November are now 
part of my Plan for the next four years. They involve fighting

Welcome to my newsletter which 
has an interim name of ‘The Link’.
In it, I’ll be keeping you up to date with what I am doing to help keep Derbyshire 
safe from crime. Please continue to share your views and experiences with me. 
They are the key to ensuring that you receive the policing service that you expect

Alan Charles - Police and Crime Commissioner for Derbyshire

All Systems Go for Safer People & Places
any further cuts to Derbyshire’s police budget and alongside 
fellow PCCs I have endeavoured to impress upon the Home 
Secretary, at two ministerial briefings, the risks associated 
with any additional cost-cutting demands.  The situation is, 
however, increasingly gloomy so we will continue to make 
the strongest of representations to the Home Secretary that 
the Police Service should not be subjected to more financial 
strain.

From feedback across your communities I know that your 
current local priorities are speeding, inconsiderate parking and 
other traffic issues, drug related activity, underage drinking 
and young people congregating due to a lack of alternative 
activities. I will be doing my best, along with the police and our 
partners, to find solutions for these problems.

I am also committed to delivering a police service that reflects 
the needs of victims and witnesses, and to working with our 
criminal justice colleagues to tackle the social factors behind 
crime and break patterns of reoffending.

It is my belief that by listening to each other and working 
together, we can all help to make Derbyshire a safer 
place to be.
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Justice for Six 
Young Lives
None of us will ever forget the tragic, needless loss of 
six young lives in the terrible house fire that led to the 
jailing of Mick and Mairead Philpott and of Paul Mosley.

Many of you are rightly saying that justice has been 
done. But, heartbreakingly, even justice will never bring 
back those six children whose futures were wiped out 
by the very people supposed to protect them from 
harm. 

The dignity and bravery of those most affected will long 
be with me. I would like to acknowledge the members 
of the Allenton Community who pulled together and 
supported each other through the most distressing 
of times; the people who came forward as witnesses 
seeking justice for the most heinous of crimes; and the 
family members who spoke out in search of truth. 

Nor must we forget the exceptional commitment and 
professionalism of the police and all the emergency 
services, or the work of the criminal justice agencies 
who helped to bring the case to court and on to guilty 
verdicts. 

Have Your Say 2013
Details of the 2013 Have Your Say programme – 
the largest feedback exercise in the Derbyshire 
policing calendar – have been announced.

The Commissioner and representatives from both his office 
and Derbyshire Constabulary will visit every corner of the 
county to gather public opinion on a range of policing issues 
and provide communities with an opportunity to discuss their 
concerns on a one-to-one basis.

At various community events and policing meetings over the 
next four months, members of the public will be asked to fill 
out a questionnaire asking for their response to a range of 
policing questions. The survey, which has the full support 
of Derbyshire Constabulary, gathers important feedback 
on a host of issues including how safe they feel, what their 
understanding of frontline policing is, how their quality of life is 
affected by the fear of crime and what their top five priorities 
for policing are. This year’s survey also asks whether they 
know who Derbyshire’s PCC is and how to contact him.

Details are available on the website http://www.
derbyshire-pcc.gov.uk/Get-Involved/Community-
Engagement-Events/Have-Your-Say-2013.aspx

Commissioner launches 

Yours Views
A series of dates in which residents 
can meet with key policing figures 
to find out more about crime 
reduction has been announced.

The Your Police Your Views 2013 engagement 
project will see policing representatives, including 

Commissioner Charles and Chief Constable Mick 
Creedon or other senior officers, travel to each 
local authority area to meet and greet residents 

and deliver a formal presentation about current 
crime trends. Following the presentations, which 
will cover the work taking place to make the county 
safer, members of the public who attend will be

invited to ask questions and raise any further policing 
issues of interest or concern.

I have always made it clear that the views of the 
public will be instrumental in helping me to ensure that 
local policing meets the expectations of Derbyshire’s 
communities. 

An extensive programme of engagement events has 
been planned to ensure every resident living in the 
county – especially those within diverse communities 
who have traditionally felt isolated from policing - has 
the opportunity of putting forward their views and feel 
confident they can make a difference.

Find out more at: http://www.derbyshire-pcc.gov.
uk/Get-Involved/Community-Engagement-Events/
Your-Police,-Your-Views-2013.aspx

http://www.derbyshire-pcc.gov.uk/Get-Involved/Community-Engagement-Events/Have-Your-Say-2013.aspx
http://www.derbyshire-pcc.gov.uk/Get-Involved/Community-Engagement-Events/Have-Your-Say-2013.aspx
http://www.derbyshire-pcc.gov.uk/Get-Involved/Community-Engagement-Events/Have-Your-Say-2013.aspx
http://www.derbyshire-pcc.gov.uk/Get-Involved/Community-Engagement-Events/Your-Police,-Your-Views-2013.aspx
http://www.derbyshire-pcc.gov.uk/Get-Involved/Community-Engagement-Events/Your-Police,-Your-Views-2013.aspx
http://www.derbyshire-pcc.gov.uk/Get-Involved/Community-Engagement-Events/Your-Police,-Your-Views-2013.aspx
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Supporting domestic 
abuse victims
As part of my pledge to prioritise domestic abuse 
victims in Derbyshire, I have awarded funding to two 
hard-working charities.

For 30 years and more, High Peak Women’s Aid has been 
supporting women suffering domestic abuse in North West 
Derbyshire. Working with other agencies, it supports women 
and children either living in the community or at its refuge. 
I have agreed to pay the charity £11,561 for a part-time 
outreach worker post for an initial 12-month period.

Next Steps is a voluntary organisation providing medium risk 
domestic violence support services to vulnerable victims and 
their families in South Derbyshire. As the charity has reached 
the end of its current lottery funding, I have awarded a crime 
and disorder grant of £34,792 in addition to funds given by 
Derbyshire County and South Derbyshire District Councils to 
help the organisation continue its work.

From the outset, I resolved to provide a better, more supportive 
service to all victims of crime – particularly those of domestic 
abuse, which is one of the biggest threats facing the county in 
terms of crime. We have a responsibility to channel resources 
into investigating this abuse and into helping its victims in their 
recovery.

Forced marriages
My Deputy, Hardyal Dhindsa, is urging women who find 
themselves victims of forced marriage and honour based 
violence to seek help from the police.

“Forced marriage has far-reaching impacts, and particularly 
with regard to safeguarding children and families,” he points 
out. “I am, however, pleased to say that multi-agency 
professional help is increasingly emerging. Both the police and 
partner agencies know about these crimes and are ready to 
help victims find a solution.”

Welcoming the Government-funded smartphone Freedom 
app that provides information and sources of help for potential 
victims, he stresses the importance of people being aware of 
the warning signs surrounding forced marriage. He explains: 
“This can make all the difference at what can be a pivotal point 
in a young person’s life.” 

A Government survey estimated in 2009 that 5,000 to 8,000 
young people are forced into marriage each year in the UK.

Newsletter for 
Everyone
It’s important that we reach out to all our  
communities, and that includes young people.

That’s why we are inviting students at schools 
and colleges in Derbyshire to think of a name for 
this newsletter – and a design to go with it. 

The competition will be open 
to anyone under 18 and the 
winning entry will receive 
an iPad.

We will keep 
you updated.

Crime continues to 
fall in Derbyshire
Not only has crime fallen in Derbyshire for the tenth 
year running but we have seen one of the biggest 
reductions in crime nationally.

Latest figures show that overall crime dropped by 16.3 
per cent in 2012/13, with 10,000 fewer victims compared 
to last year. Since National Crime Recording Standards 

were introduced ten years ago, the number of victims in 
Derbyshire has halved. Crime has now halved in ten years 
– and that’s a fact. Everyone who has worked so hard to 
achieve this, the police, our partners and members of the 
public – should be congratulated.

I’m fully aware though, that after ten years of crime 
reduction, it becomes harder to find ways to continue to 
improve still further. As shown in my Plan, I shall do all that I 
can to support the Constabulary, work with our partners and 
commission effective services that will combine to continue 
the reduction in crime across the city and county.

WIN
an iPad
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From the word ’go’ I’ve determined 
to be your voice, to ensure that your 
views on policing matters are heard. 
Meeting you on your home turf 
furnishes me with the information 
I need to stand your corner. 
Here’s just some of the people 
and places I’ve visited recently. 

• Swadlincote 
Walking the local beats in Swadlincote town centre gave 
me the chance to answer questions from shoppers and 
businesses about my plans for bringing down crime.

My tour with Safer South Derbyshire Partnership 
representatives included the new Pipeworks retail and 
leisure development, busy farmers’ market and 2020VISION 
photography exhibition. At the Town Hall I joined members of 
the public for a question and answer session – and marvelled 
again at Swadlincote’s ‘can do’ approach with partners and 
volunteers to help make the area safer for everyone.

Traders told me of two schemes that allow easy 
communication between them to prevent crime. Phil 
Marriott, Community Engagement Officer for the Safer South 
Derbyshire Partnership, told me that the digital Alert Box helps 
to reduce low level crime and anti-social behaviour. Along with 
Business Watch, it plays a significant role in building a stronger 
and closer business community where everyone looks out for 
each other.

Complaints about anti-social behaviour have also decreased 
dramatically since the Partnership secured £50,000 funding 
for CCTV cameras in the High Street, Rinkway Passage, West 
Street, Delph public square and Civic Way in 2010. 

• Rhubarb Farm
It was a delight to visit Rhubarb Farm in Langwith 
and see the results of its work with people on the edge of 
crime such as previous offenders and school refusers, and 
with vulnerable people such as those with mental health 
problems. This fantastic rehabilitation scheme helps to build 
the self confidence and skills necessary to become productive 
members of their communities.

• In the hot seat 
It was a ‘first’ for me and Chief Constable Mick Creedon 
when we joined forces to take questions from members 
of the public at a Strategic Governance Board (SGB) 
meeting in Chesterfield on 15 April.

The first such meeting to take place away from Police 
Headquarters in Ripley, it was part of my aim to increase 
accessibility for more people across the county. It was also 
about encouraging citizens to ask us questions about the 
governance of policing in Derbyshire, strengthening the 
openness and transparency of what we do.

I intend to use different venues for meetings like these during 
the year. The SGB involves regular scrutiny of business areas 
affecting the Force, and also my decisions on expenditure and 
other key areas affecting our county’s policing.

• Mackworth, Wirksworth, 
NHW... and more

Other visits have included a walkabout in Mackworth by 
me and my Deputy. I also went out and about in Wirksworth, 
attended an open meeting in Darley Dale and addressed 
Doveridge Neighbourhood Watch AGM....just a few of our 
engagements which we always find so valuable. 

Walking the Talk!
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My Office’s new Chief Executive, 
David Peet, has now joined my team.

His impressive leadership and organisational change 
experience will be invaluable in our work regarding policing, 
partnership working and crime within Derbyshire. David 
will also support my Plan’s delivery and ensure that my 
monitoring and community engagement roles are fulfilled.

New Chief Executive 
joins my Office

Do you have something to 
say about achieving a safer 
Derbyshire? I want to hear it! 
You can:

Go to my website: www.
derbyshire-pcc.gov.uk

Email me at: pccoffice@
derbyshire.pnn.police.uk 

Call me on: 0300 122 6000

Write to me at: The Office of the 
Police and Crime Commissioner 
for Derbyshire, Butterley Hall, 
Ripley, Derbyshire. DE5 3RS. 

Contact me 

My funding boost for 
crime prevention
Getting my first Crime Prevention Fund 
underway this month is an exciting time, 
bringing the offer of cash to organisations 
intent on making our communities safer.

I have £250,000 to allocate to community groups, public 
sector bodies or charitable organisations which share my 
vision for a safer Derbyshire and support the priorities outlined 
in my Plan. In the first phase of the programme, organisations 
had until 1 May to apply for a share of more than £80,000 to 
help boost their efforts to tackle crime and the social problems 
behind offending. There will be two further opportunities in July 
and October.

Usually maximum grants are for £25,000. Smaller grants of 
up to £5,000 are also available. The grants will promote both 
partnership working and local community groups to find local 
solutions and help us all to deliver my Plan’s objectives at a 
very local level. 

I have always made it clear that fighting crime under my 
governance would be about shared responsibility and 
collective working. This fund allows me to directly support 
organisations making a valuable contribution to public 
protection – whether in relation to alcohol crime, anti-social 
behaviour, drug addiction or supporting vulnerable victims and 
witnesses.

With more emphasis now on early intervention measures, I am 
particularly keen to ensure that projects offering an alternative 
life path for offenders have the necessary resources to keep 
up the good work. 

For details on how community organisations 
can apply for the funding, go to: 
http://www.derbyshire-pcc.gov.uk/Partnership/Crime-
Prevention-Grants/Crime-Prevention-Grants.aspx

Hardyal Dhindsa was appointed 
as the Deputy Police and Crime 
Commissioner following an open 
recruitment process.

Also a Derby city councillor, he has spent 30 years tackling 
drugs and domestic abuse. His experience includes 
leading on the integrated Domestic Abuse programme in 
Nottinghamshire during which time he has worked with a 
multi-agency approach to offenders and victims. 

Meet the Deputy 
Commissioner
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