
Derbyshire can be very proud of the crime reductions 
and improvements in service it has achieved during what 
has been an extremely testing period in public sector 
finance. But with further debilitating cuts to our funding 
this year, we can no longer guarantee our response will 
remain unaffected by the continuing shrinkage of our 
resources. 

Last month, my plans to increase the policing precept by 
1.99% in 2015-16 to help us manage the shortfall were 
sanctioned by the Police and Crime Panel. This figure 
represents an additional £3.39 per year for a Band D property 
and will generate a further £1m of income to the Force this 
financial year. The majority of our residents support this 
approach, as communicated in our recent survey, and it will 
help us to minimise the risks to public safety. But the reduced 
settlement we received this year, which amounts to a decrease 
of some £5.4m (not including the £1.178m removed to pay 
for Government schemes), will inevitably result in changes, 
including fewer police officers and staff and a reduced number 
of police buildings.  

It is quite astonishing that the Government is withdrawing 
funding from public safety at a time when it is 
simultaneously reducing taxation for the wealthy. Within 
the next four years, we will be operating with the same 
volume of officers as in the 1980s – despite an increasing 
population. Despite these current difficulties the Chief 
Constable and I remain totally committed to shaping a 
service that will deliver the best performance possible.
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Budget 2015-16

A message from our commissioner:
THE criminAL LAndscApE is A quickLy cHAnging EnvironmEnT. 
Working together with our partners helps us to understand the local issues 
which impact on fear of crime and public safety. There are many new and 
emerging risks to address such as online crime and child sex Exploitation 
but by investing our money on shared intervention strategies, particularly 
in light of the funding difficulties we all face, we will manage these threats 
more effectively in the future. This year our budgetary pressures are on an 
unprecedented scale and the support of our colleagues will be critical to 
helping us keep derbyshire safe.

Derbyshire Police and Crime Commissioner Alan Charles 

Faced with severe 
funding difficulties it is 
inevitable some areas 
of our spending will 
need to be re-evaluated. 
The Chief Constable 
and I have always been 
very honest about the 
tough decisions we 
will face to safeguard 
policing capacity and it 
is regrettable that the 
diversionary boxing 
initiative OzBox is one 
such area that cannot  
be sustained in the 
current climate.

Over the last three years 
OzBox has been funded 
by a Lottery Grant, which 
has been jointly match-
funded by the Police and 
Derbyshire County Council. 
Unfortunately, the Lottery 
Grant has finished and has 
not been renewed. 

The Force must prioritise resources in order to maintain as 
many officers on fighting crime in Derbyshire as possible. 
Ozbox currently costs between £430k and £465k a year 
to run. This compares with £480k to recruit 16 new police 
officers. It is in this context that our budget cannot possibly 
continue to support Ozbox any longer and why I fully support 
the Chief Constable’s decision to cease funding. It is a very 
frustrating and disappointing decision but one that has been 
forced upon us by the Government’s relentless spending cuts 
– a situation we are lobbying hard to reverse.

ozBox
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puBLic sHArE THEir 
poLicing prioriTiEs
Several months of engagement work involving 
young people and adults across Derbyshire has 
been collated and the results are already helping to 
influence the policing agenda.

The overall results of our Over to You project held 
between February and September 2014 has given us a 
good insight into where the public’s policing priorities lie. 
Burglary remains number one priority (specified by 42.4% 
of respondents) followed by drug dealing and supply at 
35.5%, child abuse and child exploitation at 31.8% and 
speeding at 25.2%. 

The findings are markedly different from our youth 
engagement work which identified that most young 
people regard ‘gun crime and gangs’ as top priority (43%), 
followed by ‘missing children’ (42%) and ‘child abuse and 
child exploitation’ (41.7%). The difference in viewpoints 
reminds us how important it is to listen to all our residents 
to ensure our decisions reflect the needs of different 
service users. 

We are working hard to raise awareness of the many new risks facing young people 
in Derbyshire including cyber-bullying, internet grooming and ‘sexting’. These 
issues have been identified in our youth engagement work and it is clear we need to 
arm young people with information on how to protect themselves.

As part of this approach, we are working with Fearless, the dedicated youth service 
developed by Crimestoppers to increase the number of youngsters reporting information 
about crime to the charity. Part of this funding will be invested into further ‘Stepladder’ drama 
productions which deliver relevant safety messages to young people in the county’s schools.

We are also using drama to deliver important messages about child sex exploitation via 
the countywide tour of Chelsea’s Choice. Funded by Derby and Derbyshire Safeguarding 
Children Boards and my own office, Chelsea’s Choice is a 45-minute play based on the 
real-life experiences of exploited children and is designed to prompt discussion about child 
sexual exploitation to increase awareness of the risks. The point that I really want to make to 
everyone is simple: If you see something, say something.

Meanwhile, we have taken some very proactive steps to address ‘sexting’ - the practice of 
sharing illicit images of an individual or a third party via text or social media. This has included 
writing a joint letter with the Constabulary to every Head-teacher across Derbyshire warning 
them of the serious consequences for anyone involved in the activity including a possible 
criminal record as well as long-term reputational damage.

protecting 

young
pEopLE

safe night out As part of an ongoing commitment to address  
alcohol-related crime, we launched a new sensible 
drinking campaign in the run-up to Christmas which 
urged people to take greater responsibility for their 
personal safety on a night out. 

The initiative was rolled out across Derbyshire to tackle 
alcohol misuse and its impact on criminality and encouraged 
people to remain in control when frequenting the county’s 
nightlife at Christmas and beyond. We want to encourage 
people to take responsibility for their own safety and belongings 
by not drinking to the extent where they are not in control of 
their faculties. Evidence shows many instances of violence, 
theft and sexual assault could be prevented if people refuse 
to put themselves in a vulnerable or precarious position.
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offender rehabilitation service receives 
BEsT prAcTicE rEcogniTion
Probation staff in Derbyshire, Leicestershire, Nottinghamshire and Rutland  
have been recognised nationally for the services they provide to reduce 
reoffending and make our communities safer. 

The Derbyshire, Leicestershire, Nottinghamshire and Rutland Community Rehabilitation 
Company (CRC) was recently awarded the Committed to Excellence Award at 2* status 
– the highest rating at this level.

The organisation was created from the three local Probation Trusts, Derbyshire, 
Nottinghamshire and Leicestershire & Rutland which had joined forces in 2004, to deliver 
new approaches to supervise and rehabilitate offenders to make these counties a safer 
place in which to live and work. Probation staff are now employed by the CRC and the 
National Probation Service.  

This is part of the Government’s privatisation programme for probation services and I 
will keep a vigilant oversight of the new company that has been awarded the contract to 
deliver probation services in Derbyshire in the future.

Derbyshire Police will 
be steered through the 
ongoing financial troubles 
by Chief Constable Mick 
Creedon following the 
formal extension of his 
contract until November 
2016.

Mr Creedon’s strong 
leadership, which also 
received special mention 
from HMIC in a recent 
inspection, will be vital in 
the interests of continuity, 
stability and staff morale 
as we continue to face 
unprecedented funding 
pressures and I have 
every faith in his skills and 
determination.  

The development of a purpose-built building which will 
house the headquarters of Derbyshire Constabulary 
and Derbyshire Fire and Rescue Service has taken a 
leap forward after both organisations formally approved 
plans for the venture. 

The new HQ is being developed on the existing police 
headquarters site at Ripley and will be managed through a 
joint police and fire partnership. Two of the current police 
buildings at the HQ are approaching the end of their life cycle 
and the new venture will see two critical emergency services 
working side-by-side in planning a tailor-made headquarters 
to fulfil the needs of both organisations. Completion of the 
building is expected by December 2016. 

criminals’ assets fund  
safer communities 

Derbyshire Police achieved £331,864 last year through 
the Proceeds of Crime Act - legislation which helps 
forces to recover the ill-gotten gains of criminals so they 
can be reinvested into crime reduction. Of this figure, 
£200,000 was built into the base budget to support core 
policing while half of the extra £131,684 will be used to 
fund Divisional projects. The remaining £65,000 amount 
will be awarded to community projects. 

plans for new shared 
Hq take a step closer

chief 
constable’s 
contract 
extended
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“The importance of 
working with the Local 
Authority community safety 
partnerships is that both  
they and their elected 
members are closest to the 
local communities and know 
what the problems are and 
how to develop solutions.”

Alan Charles

Tackling crime is a shared responsibility and a multitude 
of agencies are working together in Derbyshire to 
protect people from harm. Communication processes, 
information-sharing and the coordination of services 
across these organisations have strengthened to enable 
resources to be prioritised to where they are most 
needed. This collaborative approach to public safety 
is giving life to a number of positive crime prevention 
initiatives across Derbyshire’s Community Safety 
Partnerships, all aimed at reversing offending patterns 
and helping people to make positive life choices. Funded 
or partially funded via the Commissioner’s Community 
Safety Fund, this grassroots intervention work is not 
only helping to address the social issues which place 
individuals at risk of criminality but is also reducing the 
impact of their crimes on the wider community. 

People in the High Peak were urged to watch for the signs 
of domestic violence among friends and family at a candle-
lit vigil in Buxton designed to raise awareness of a national 
tragedy which claims the lives of two women each week in 
the UK.  Tiny flames of hope were lit as men and women 
gathered around the Christmas tree at Turner’s Memorial, 
Buxton, after hearing that every minute of silence observed 
would bring a new victim of domestic violence somewhere in 
the country.  The event organised by High Peak Community 
Safety Partnership and Derbyshire Dales High Peak Domestic 
Abuse and Sexual Abuse Action Group was part of a national 
campaign of 16 days of action against gender violence. 
Buxton’s JGM Studio Choir led the evening with inspirational 
renditions of Lean On Me and Something Inside So Strong, 
and a Derby University student closed the night with a moving 
solo of Christina Perri’s Jar of Hearts. 

chesterfield community safety partnership 
Efforts to address antisocial behaviour in Chesterfield have been stepped up thanks to the 
creation of a new part-time post within the partnership. 

The role, partially funded by the PCC, concentrates on ASB in private-sector homes where the 
services provided by the local authority are not available.  The post also covers developing a cohesive 
partnership approach to repeat problems within Chesterfield’s open spaces. A ‘Park Guardian’ 
scheme is due to be launched in the spring, initially in Chesterfield’s Queens Park.   

north East 
derbyshire 
community 
safety 
partnership
 

Funding secured via the Commissioner’s Community 
Safety Fund has helped the North East Derbyshire CSP 
to develop a children’s book which delivers valuable 
crime prevention messages.

The Cops and Robbers book, featuring ‘Officer 
Pugh’ and characters such as ‘Grandma Swagg’, 
was donated to all six libraries within the district to 
educate youngsters on staying safe.

communiTy sAfETy pArTnErsHips

High peak community  
safety partnership
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Amber valley community 
safety partnership
Funding provided by the Commissioner has helped to deliver 
additional ‘Offender Insight’ workshops in the Amber Valley 
area aimed at highlighting the consequences of committing 
crime to young people. The sessions, which have been 
commissioned by the local authority, feature a talk by an 
ex-offender covering their experiences of prison and how this 
impacted on their family. Sessions began in September and 
are continuing into early 2015.

funding provided 
to the derbyshire 
dales csp has been 
invested in initiatives 
which empower 
and educate local 
residents on how 
to improve their 
security.

Operation Illuminate saw police and residents work together 
to increase security measures at domestic properties and 
allotment sites in the Ashbourne area while officers from the 
Ashbourne Safer Neighbourhood Team joined the Ashbourne 
Allotment Association to increase shed security. SmartWater 
kits and shed alarms were also issued and tools were marked 
up with the security fluid to protect them from opportunists. 

dErBy 
community safety partnership

In recognition of the increasing risks of internet crime, 
Derby’s CSP has been working closely with schools in 
the City to advise young people and their parents on how 
to stay safe online. Thanks to Community Safety Funding, 
the organisation has purchased USB sticks with a pre-loaded 
safety message for secondary schools in the City, in addition to 
posters and information leaflets. It has also attended parents’ 
evenings alongside the Police Prevent Team to discuss online 
safety with parents. Key safety themes being promoted 
include ‘stranger danger’, privacy settings, protecting personal 
information, ‘cyber bullying’, ‘sexting’ and ‘social networking’. 
Young people are also signposted to support services. 

As part of a strategy to increase education 
and advice on the issue, Commissioner 
Charles donated £4,000 to the Forum to 
fund a hard-hitting short film on the issue. 
The film was shown to students and parents 
across the Erewash area to offer help on 
how to deal with the problem. The grant 
will also be used to produce anti-bullying 
merchandise including wristbands and 
posters and the maintenance of a website.  

Erewash community safety partnership
Online bullying is a growing issue across Derbyshire and was recently highlighted in a survey by the 
Erewash Youth Forum, which found a high number of pupils from local schools had been victimised. 

safer derbyshire dales 
community safety partnership
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contact me 
Do you have something  
to say about achieving  
a safer Derbyshire?  
i want to hear it! 

you cAn:

Go to my website:  
www.derbyshire-pcc.gov.uk

Email me at:  
pccoffice@derbyshire.pnn.police.uk 

Call me on:  
0300 122 6000

Write to me at:  
The Office of the Police and Crime  
Commissioner for Derbyshire, 
Butterley Hall, Ripley, 
Derbyshire. DE5 3RS. 

Funding from the Commissioner’s Community Safety 
Fund is being channeled into a variety of diversionary 
projects to give young people focus and direction. 

One such initiative, led by the Safer South Derbyshire CSP, 
is the Granville ‘Friday Night Project’ which is now in its sixth 
year. The initiative offers young people a range of sports, 
games and dance sessions within Granville School and 
attracts more than 100 young people every Friday night. The 
project was set up in 2009 by a number of agencies including 
the police and the Safer South Derbyshire CSP to respond to 
antisocial behaviour around the footpaths close to the school. 

safer south derbyshire community safety partnership

community safety partnership
Despite being widely stereotyped as the cause of 
antisocial behaviour, many young people offer positive 
contributions to their local communities which often go 
unnoticed. 

The Bolsover and North East Derbyshire CSPs are working 
together to change this via the Think Positive campaign. This 
six-month pilot project, aimed at children aged between eight 
and 17, sees young people handed tickets in recognition of 
their positive contribution to the community. The CSPs fund a 
quarterly prize draw from the positive tickets issued during the 
period as a further reward for good behaviour.

Bolsover
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