
SECTION A 
NOVEMBER 2015 

 

THE OFFICE OF POLICE AND CRIME COMMISSIONER 
FOR DERBYSHIRE 

DECISION RECORD 

Request for PCC Decision 
Received in OPCC 
Date: 29 October 2015 

OPCC Ref:55/15 

 

Title: 2016 Police & Crime Commissioner Elections 
 

Executive Summary: To be completed by PCC Specialist lead 

‘Purdah’ or Pre-Election Period is a political convention originating in central 

government within the Treasury where the Chancellor of the Exchequer 

traditionally avoids discussing the budget prior to its official announcement, so that 

no repercussions are pre-empted in the financial markets.  

The basic principles pf the Pre-Election period is that staff within the OPCC should 

not undertake any activity which could call into question their political impartiality or 

could give rise to criticism that public resources are being used for Party political 

purposes. 

It is anticipated that guidance will be issued on dealing with the pre-election period 

and all staff in the OPCC will be specifically briefed. 
 

Decision 
Resolved  

i. That the PCC notes the perpetrations planned by the Chief Executive for the 

2016 PCC election and supports these actions. 

ii. That the Chief Executive meets with the PARO to ensure clear and effective 

communication between the OPCC and the PARO. 

iii. To note that guidance and support will be given to officers of the OPCC 

surrounding the pre-election period. 
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SECTION A 
NOVEMBER 2015 

Declaration 
I confirm that I have considered whether or not I have any personal or prejudicial 

interest in this matter and take the proposed decision in compliance with the Code of 

Conduct for the Police and Crime Commissioner for Derbyshire.  Any such interests 

are recorded below. 

(Recorded interests:  None ) 

The above request has my approval. 

ALAN CHARLES  
 
 
 
 
Signature 

9 NOVEMBER 2015 
 
 
 
 
Date 

PUBLICATION SCHEME CONSIDERATIONS 

Is the related Section B report to be published     Yes 
If no, please indicate relevant exemption 

 

Is the publication of this approval to be deferred     No 
If Yes, provide reasons below 

 

Date to be deferred to – 
NB Statutory Instrument 2011/3050 (as amended by SI 2012/2479) states that: all decisions made by 

a PCC are in the types of information that must “be published as soon as practicable after it becomes 

available to the elected local policing body”. 
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OFFICER APPROVAL 

Chief Executive or Nominee: 
I have been consulted about the proposal and confirm that financial, legal and 

equalities advice has been taken into account in the preparation of this report.  

I am satisfied that this is an appropriate request to be submitted to the Police and 

Crime Commissioner 

 

 

 

Name  David Peet                                                         Date 9 NOVEMBER 2015 
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AGENDA ITEM 7A 
STRATEGIC GOVERNANCE BOARD 

9 NOVEMBER 2015 

 
STRATEGIC GOVERNANCE BOARD 

9TH NOVEMBER 2015 
REPORT OF THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE 

 

7A :  2016 POLICE & CRIME COMMISSIONER ELECTIONS 

1. PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

1.1 To raise awareness of the forthcoming Police and Crime Commissioner 

elections, planned for May 2016  

1.2 To clarify issues relating to the political convention of ‘Purdah’ 

1.3 To outline the plans within the Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner 

(OPCC) in preparation for the election period. 

2. BACKGROUND 

2.1 The Police Reform and Social Responsibility Act 2011 sets out arrangements 

for elections and vacancies within Chapter 6 of the Act. 

2.2 In ‘normal circumstances’ it requires an election to be held in 2012 and then in 

every subsequent fourth year. This will see an election being held in 2016. 

2.3 A date for the election has been set at 5th May 2016. This will coincide with 

local authority elections in some areas.  

2.4 Each election will be overseen by a Police Area Returning Officer (PARO). 

For the 2016 election the PARO will be from Derby City Council. 

2.5 It is for the PARO to deal with all issues relating to the election and 

candidates. This includes checking the eligibility of individuals to stand and 

managing the count process. 

2.6 The current PCC for Derbyshire, Alan Charles, has publically announced that 

it is not his intention to stand in the forthcoming election, so there will be a 

new holder of the office of Police and Crime Commissioner following the 

elections. 
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3. ELECTION TIMETABLE 

3.1 Prospective candidates will need to declare their intention to stand to the 

PARO by the 19th working day before the election  i.e. Friday 8th April 2015 

3.2 The PARO will then check that all the relevant paperwork and eligibility criteria 

have been satisfied and will publish the official list of candidates. 

3.3 The election will take place on 5th May 2016 and it is anticipated that the count 

will take place on 6th May (confirmation on this is being sought with the local 

PARO). 

3.4 The term of office of the current Police and Crime Commissioner is due to end 

at 23:59 on 11th May 2016 and the PCC Elect will take up office at 00:00 on 

12th May 2016. The terms of office of the Deputy PCC will also expire at the 

same time as the PCC’s term of office1. 

4. ‘PURDAH’/PRE-ELECTION PERIOD 

4.1 ‘Purdah’ is a political convention originating in central government within the 

Treasury where the Chancellor of the Exchequer traditionally avoids 

discussing the budget prior to its official announcement, so that no 

repercussions are pre-empted in the financial markets. This concept, more 

recently referred to as the ‘pre-election period’, progressed to members of 

both local and central government avoiding addressing, whether through 

publicity, public commentary or otherwise, politically sensitive matters during 

that period, the purpose of which is to avoid leveraging political power for an 

unfair electoral advantage (for example, the announcement of more officers 

on the beat or other favourable measures) and, in the reverse, the avoidance 

of binding successor governments to unpopular or onerous measures. 

1 This may vary if the current Deputy PCC is a candidate in the election, in which case they will need 
to resign from their role prior to the PARO approving the list of potential candidates. 
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4.2 Like many political conventions, there are no clear rules and purdah has no 

legal force, but despite this the convention is treated as having considerable 

moral authority and it will be followed where it applies. 

4.3 The principles underlying the conduct of the OPCC during an election are 

simply an extension of those which apply at all times.  The basic principle is 

that staff within the OPCC should not undertake any activity which could call 

into question their political impartiality or could give rise to criticism that public 

resources are being used for Party political purposes. 

4.4 It is important to note that this guidance relates to the OPCC.  The Police and 

Crime Commissioner is an elected representative and is entitled to advance 

his political views and support the policies of his political party. During an 

election campaign, the Commissioner retains his responsibility, and remains 

in charge of the OPCC.  However, in keeping with purdah it would be 

customary for the Commissioner as an elected representative to observe 

discretion in initiating any politically sensitive new actions  and consider 

postponing any major announcement until after the Election, provided that 

such postponement would not be detrimental to the interests of the 

Constabulary or wasteful of public money. 

4.5 During the election period there will be increased scrutiny and any member of 

the OPCC unsure of their position will be directed to the Chief Executive in the 

first instance.  

4.6 It is anticipated that guidance will be issued on dealing with the pre-election 

period and all staff in the OPCC will be specifically briefed. 

5. CANDIDATE ENGAGEMENT 

5.1 Based on experience from the 2012 elections it is anticipated that there will be 

requests for information from those considering standing and those who 

become official candidates. 

5.2 Any questions relating to the election process will be referred to the 

Derbyshire PARO as these are not within the responsibility of the OPCC. 
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5.3 The OPCC will, over the coming months, develop an information portal. It will 

include the following information: 

• The role of the PCC (a summary of key functions, the Police & Crime 

Plan, Budget information and Commissioning) 

• The police and crime landscape – Derbyshire, Regional & National 

• The role of the Chief Executive & Chief Finance Officer 

• The Role of the Chief Constable 

• The Role of the Police & Crime Panel 

• Partnership working (statutory partners & their responsibilities, PCC 

responsibility to ensure and effective & efficient Criminal Justice 

Process)  

• Partner Perspectives – information from our local and national partners 

• The Governance Framework 

• 2015/16 Budget, 2016 Budget (once agreed), finances & 

commissioning snapshot 

• National bodies (APCC, NPCC, APACE, PACCTS, IPCC, HMIC) 

• Any legacy issues 

All of the information on the portal will be information that is publically 

available, simply collated in one place. 

5.4 Following the notification of the confirmed candidates for the election, an 

event will be held at which presentations from the OPCC and the Force will be 

given and candidates will have the opportunity to ask any questions they may 

have. 

5.5 The point of contact for requests for information will be the Chief Executive of 

the OPCC. 
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5.6 A record of all questions asked, and responses given will be published via the 

information portal in order to maintain transparency. This will not include the 

identity of the person asking the question, simply the question and response. 

6. INTERNAL PREPARATION 

6.1 The office will continue to horizon scan and develop and intelligence picture of 

local and national debates around policing and crime, considering how such 

debates may influence local manifestos. 

6.2 Once the identity of local candidates is known the OPCC will seek to 

understand what specific manifesto pledges individual candidates are making 

and will begin to develop high-level options and outline plans as to how 

manifestos might be delivered. 

6.3 The OPCC will develop a comprehensive induction programme for the 

successful candidate that covers both general crime and policing issues as 

well as detail about local plans, commitments and challenges. 

6.4 Discussions with the current Deputy PCC will need to take place in terms of 

required notice periods as the appointment is tied to the term of office of the 

PCC. 

7. RECCOMMENDATIONS 

7.1 That the  PCC notes the perpetrations planned by the Chief Executive for the 

2016 PCC election and supports these actions. 

7.2 That the Chief Executive meets with the PARO to ensure clear and effective 

communication between the OPCC and the PARO. 

7.3 To note that guidance and support will be given to officers of the OPCC 

surrounding the pre-election period. 
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All implications are assessed and scored to the table below.  
HIGH – supporting explanation and narrative required and to be contained 
within the report 
MEDIUM – narrative to be contained within the report at the discretion of the 
author  
LOW – no narrative required 
 

 LOW MEDIUM HIGH 

Crime & Disorder x   

Environmental x   

Equality & Diversity x   

Financial x   

Health & Safety x   

Human Rights x   

Legal x   

Personnel x   

 

Contact details  
in the event  
of enquiries 

Name:  David Peet 
External telephone number: 0300 1226021 
Email address:  david.peet@derbyshire.pnn.police.uk 

 

BACKGROUND PAPERS 

 NONE 
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