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STRATEGIC GOVERNANCE BOARD 
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THE OFFICE OF POLICE AND CRIME COMMISSIONER 
FOR DERBYSHIRE 

DECISION RECORD 

Request for PCC Decision 
Received in OPCC 
Date:  9 May 2014 

OPCC Ref:  24/14  

 

Title:  RAPE SCRUTINY PANEL 
 

Executive Summary: To be completed by PCC Specialist lead 
An overview of the recent work of the Rape Scrutiny Panel within Derbyshire 

Constabulary and the work undertaken between November 2013 and April 2014 

was detailed within the report.  
 

Decision 
Resolved that 
The content of the report was received and the Police and Crime Commissioner and 

the Chief Constable will continue to meet bi-monthly to provide independent 

oversight of Rape Investigation in Derbyshire.  

 
 

Declaration 
I confirm that I have considered whether or not I have any personal or prejudicial 

interest in this matter and take the proposed decision in compliance with the Code of 

Conduct for the Police and Crime Commissioner for Derbyshire.  Any such interests 

are recorded below. 

None  

The above request has my approval. 

 
Signature 
ALAN CHARLES 

 
Date  19 May 2014 

Section A            
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PUBLICATION SCHEME CONSIDERATIONS 

Is the related Section B report to be published     Yes 
If no, please indicate relevant exemption 

 

Is the publication of this approval to be deferred     No 
If Yes, provide reasons below 

 

Date to be deferred to – 
NB Statutory Instrument 2011/3050 (as amended by SI 2012/2479) states that: all decisions made by 

a PCC are in the types of information that must “be published as soon as practicable after it becomes 

available to the elected local policing body”. 

 

OFFICER APPROVAL 

Chief Executive or Nominee: 
I have been consulted about the proposal and confirm that financial, legal and 

equalities advice has been taken into account in the preparation of this report.  

I am satisfied that this is an appropriate request to be submitted to the Police and 

Crime Commissioner 

 

 

Name            HELEN BOFFY                                       Date  19 May 2014  
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19 MAY 2014 

JOINT REPORT OF THE  
CHIEF EXECUTIVE AND CHIEF CONSTABLE 

 

10A: RAPE SCRUTINY PANEL 

1. PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

1.1  To provide the Commissioner and Strategic Governance Board with an 

overview of the recent work of the Rape Scrutiny Panel within Derbyshire 

Constabulary and the work undertaken between November 2013 and April 

2014. Due to changes in personnel within the Public Protection Team the 

panel met once during this period and reviewed two cases. In future the panel 

will meet every three months. 

2. INFORMATION AND ANALYSIS 

BACKGROUND 

2.1 The previous report detailed how the panel is constituted and how it works. 

The only material change is feedback structure into the following categories: 

• Initial report 

• Procedures an/investigation process 

• Victim focus/ongoing support 

• Decision/prosecution 

• Community feedback 

2.2  Due to redundancies at Derbyshire Friend, Andy Cave has resigned from the  

panel but we are trying to recruit a new member from the LGBT community.  

 

 

 

Section B          
Part I -                 

For Publication  
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 APRIL MEETING 

2.3 The focus of the April Meeting was for the panel to consider two cases which 

had been filed as “No Crime”. Both cases involved adults who were 

acquainted and in informal relationships.  

 

2.4 In both instances the panel believed that the cases had been thoroughly 

investigated and that all enquires had been pursued. In one case the victim 

was uncooperative and later withdrew her allegation of rape. In both cases the 

witnesses to the circumstances around the incidents also refused to co-

operate. There were no significant learning points for the Force. 

 

 FURTHER WORK 

2.5 SV2 are reminding their Crisis Workers to ensure that victims are fully aware 

of all the options available to them should they decide not to pursue a Police 

investigation, including anonymous reporting (which helps with intelligence 

gathering and protecting potential victims - see 1.6) and self-referral.  

 

2.6 The Domestic Abuse Disclosure Scheme (which includes sexual violence) 

and also known as Clare’s Law allows the Force to provide information to new 

partners about a person’s criminal history or intelligence if they approach the 

Force. This has the potential to reduce the vulnerability of women entering 

into new relationships.  

 

2.7 Concern was expressed by panel members about the way some members of 

the Pakistani community can be dismissive of women in informal relationships 

(one of the victims was Pakistani), will not engage with the Police and do not 

support family victims of sexual violence. This discussion extended into the 

potential impact of any decision to enforce mandatory reporting of Female 

Genital Mutilation (FGM). Women are already unwilling to pursue allegations 

of rape against the father of their children (not wishing to label the children’s 

father a rapist). Women who have undergone FGM may also be unwilling to 
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undergo any medical examination which will reveal it and may therefore not 

report incidents of rape.  

 

2.8 Concern was also raised by the panel in relation to victims of Domestic Abuse 
not necessarily being made aware that any offences disclosed during the 
DASH process will be investigated even without their co-operation/support.  
 

Q25: Does this person do or say things of sexual nature that makes you feel 
bad or that physically hurt you or someone else:  a. Please specify what and 
to whom. 

 This matter was also discussed at the Strategic Rape Group on 29th April and 

the matter has been referred to the Head of Crime DCS Platt for a decision as 

to whether victims should be warned before the DASH is completed that 

cases of serious abuse will be investigated despite their wish to the contrary 

or whether the Force should take a more pragmatic approach to such 

disclosures because issuing such a warning may mean the Force misses out 

on intelligence about perpetrators of sexual violence and/or reduce the ability 

of the Force to safeguard victims. This is a sensitive matter because 

safeguarding actions can disempower a victim, despite what they have 

already been through with the suspect, and that it may well make the situation 

worse. 

 

2.9 SV2 continues to deliver its programme about the issue of consent to Year 10 

and 11 Pupils. Over 1200 teenagers have already participated. SV2 also gave 

similar input to Freshers’ Week programmes in autumn 2013. Schools are 

requesting delivery of a similar programme to younger pupils. 

 

2.10 The Chair of the Panel, Kate Alcock has become a member of the Force’s 

Strategic Rape Group with effect from April 2014.  
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3. RECOMMENDATIONS 

3.1 To receive the content of the report and the Police and Crime Commissioner 

and the Chief Constable continue to meet bi-monthly to provide independent 

oversight of Rape Investigation in Derbyshire.  

4. IMPLICATIONS 

4.1 All implications are assessed and scored to the table below. 

 HIGH – supporting explanation and narrative required and to be 

contained within the report 

 MEDIUM –  narrative to be contained within the report at the discretion of the 

  author 

 LOW–  no narrative required 

 

 LOW MEDIUM HIGH 

Crime & Disorder    

Environmental    

Equality & Diversity    

Financial    

Health & Safety    

Human Rights    

Legal    

Personnel    

 

Contact details  

in the event  

of enquiries 

Name: David Peet 

External telephone number: 0300 122 6021 

Email address:  david.peet.16404@derbyshire.pnn.police.uk 
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