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THE OFFICE OF POLICE AND CRIME COMMISSIONER 
FOR DERBYSHIRE 

DECISION RECORD 

Request for PCC Decision 
Received in OPCC 
Date: 19/09/2016 

OPCC Ref: 27/2016 

 

Title: EXCEPTION TO CONTRACT PROCEDURE RULES: MOBILE NETWORK, 
MOBILE DEVICES, DATA AND VOICE PROVISION, MDM and MIDDLEWARE 
SOFTWARE 
 

Executive Summary:  
Bluelight tenders were invited for the provision of mobile network, mobile devices, 

data and voice provision, mdm and middleware software for Derbyshire 

Constabulary. 

The closing date and time was 14.00 on 9 September 2016. 

At approximately 13:20 on 9/9/16 a potential tenderer e-mailed and called 

requesting an extension to the tender deadline which was refused.  

A tender was received 44 minutes after the closing time. 

One tender was received before the cutoff time; to allow evaluation for best value 

purposes, it is necessary to have more than one tender to evaluate.  

Section 5.4.2 of the Financial Handbook allows that the Standing Orders shall not 

apply or may be varied where the Police & Crime Commissioner so resolves.  

Furthermore, Section 5.5.33 allows for the acceptance of a late tender under 

exceptional circumstances, with notification to the Monitoring Officer. This is covered 

off through the attached report. The Treasurer and the Monitoring Officer are 

satisfied that the inclusion of the late tender in the evaluation of the award of 

contract for is merited to evidence value for money. 

 

 

 
 

Section A            
For Publication  
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Decision 
Resolved 
i. That the Police & Crime Commissioner suspend contract procedure rules 

under section and the bid received 44 minutes late for mobile network, mobile 

devices, data and voice provision, mdm and middleware software be 

considered for evaluation. 

ii. To record that the Treasurer and the Monitoring Officer are satisfied that the 

inclusion of the late tender in the tender evaluation for the mobile network, 

mobile devices, data and voice provision, mdm and middleware software 

contract is permitted under Section 5.5.33 of the Derbyshire Financial 

Handbook with the exception merited to evidence value for money in the 

award of this contract. 
 

Declaration 
I confirm that I have considered whether or not I have any personal or prejudicial 

interest in this matter and take the proposed decision in compliance with the Code of 

Conduct for the Police and Crime Commissioner for Derbyshire.  Any such interests 

are recorded below. 

(Recorded interests:       ) 

The above request has my approval. 

 
 

 

 

Signature 

 
 

 

 

Date 19/09/2016 

PUBLICATION SCHEME CONSIDERATIONS 

Is the related Section B report to be published     Yes 
If no, please indicate relevant exemption 
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Is the publication of this approval to be deferred     No 
If Yes, provide reasons below 

 

Date to be deferred to – 
NB Statutory Instrument 2011/3050 (as amended by SI 2012/2479) states that: all decisions made by 

a PCC are in the types of information that must “be published as soon as practicable after it becomes 

available to the elected local policing body”. 

 

OFFICER APPROVAL 

Chief Executive and Treasurer  
I have been consulted about the proposal and confirm that financial, legal and 

equalities advice has been taken into account in the preparation of this report.  

I am satisfied that this is an appropriate request to be submitted to the Police and 

Crime Commissioner 

 

Signatures     

 

Name   Helen Boffy 

Name   David Peet                                                           Date 19 September 2016 
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DECISION REPORT  
JOINT REPORT OF THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE  

AND THE TREASURER  

EXCEPTION TO CONTRACT PROCEDURE RULES: MOBILE NETWORK, 
MOBILE DEVICES, DATA AND VOICE PROVISION, MDM AND MIDDLEWARE 
SOFTWARE 

1. PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

1.1 To approve suspension of contract procedure rules to accept a late bid for 

evaluation.  

1.2 To report notification of exceptional circumstances to the Chief Executive as 

Monitoring Officer in respect to evaluation of a tender. 

2. INFORMATION AND ANALYSIS 

2.1 A tender was issued via the ‘Blue light’ e-tendering portal for suppliers to bid 

for the provision of goods and services to facilitate mobile working for Police 

Officers. The estimated tender price was in excess of £2m, so this is a 

substantial and material tender.  

2.2 The tender document included the following statement. 

‘We would encourage all potential tenderers to ensure that their submission is 

uploaded to the e-tendering site well in advance of the closing time and date 

(14:00 9th September 2016) to avoid any potential IT issue’s that may affect 

submitting a response, as any late submissions will be rejected.’ 

2.3 At approximately 13:20 an officer of a potential tenderer e-mailed and called 

requesting an extension to the tender deadline due to the fact that a member 

of the company with authority to approve a bid was not available. The Chief 

Constable’s Head of Procurement initially rejected the request due to the late 

notice and also because of the priority of the project. Evaluation team 

Section B          
Part I -                 

For Publication  
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members had been promised access to the bids before they left on the Friday. 

(The assessment was to commence on the following Monday at 9.00am). 

2.4 The Head of Procurement advised the company to submit the proposal via the 

portal with the proviso that they may need to subsequently withdraw the bid. 

The company did not upload the documents prior to the 14.00 hrs cut off and 

subsequently e-mailed a bid at 14:44. The bluelight tenders were not opened 

until 1 hour later (15:44). Bluelight also contained a bid from another 

company. There is absolutely no possibility that the late bidder could have 

seen the other bid. 

2.5 As there was only one bid received by the deadline, without a comparator it 

would have been impossible to verify this tender as delivering value for 

money. This is a critical project for the force with a very tight timescale; with a 

value in excess of £2 million for the initial 2 year period, the recommendation 

is that contract procedure rules be suspended and the bid received 44 

minutes late be considered for evaluation.  

2.6 For the purposes of transparency, it is recorded that other suppliers had 

previously asked for extensions to the tender period ranging from one to 4 

weeks. These were declined due to the necessity to implement the project by 

November 7th 2016. It is highly unlikely that any of the other 3 potential 

bidders who had expressed interest in the tender would have bid had they 

known a 44 minute extension was available. 

2.7 Section 5.4.2 of the Financial Handbook allows that the Standing Orders shall 

not apply or may be varied where the Police & Crime Commissioner so 

resolves.  Furthermore, Section 5.5.33 allows for the acceptance of a late 

tender under exceptional circumstances, with notification to the Monitoring 

Officer. This is covered off through this report. The Treasurer and the 

Monitoring Officer are satisfied that the inclusion of the late tender in the 

evaluation is merited to evidence value for money in the award of this 

contract.  

 

2 
 
\\Srvsdrive01\fhq\HQ\OPCC\Governance & Strategic Planning\Strategic Governance Board\2016\Decision Log 2016\DN37 
Exception to Contract Procedure Rules\SGB Report suspend contract rules.docx 



DECISION REPORT  
SEPTEMBER 2016 

3. RECOMMENDATIONS 

i. That the Police & Crime Commissioner suspend contract procedure rules 

under Section 5.4.2 of the Derbyshire Financial Handbook and the bid 

received 44 minutes late for mobile network, mobile devices, data and voice 

provision, mdm and middleware software be considered for evaluation. 

ii. To record that the Treasurer and the Monitoring Officer are satisfied that the 

inclusion of the late tender in the tender evaluation for the mobile network, 

mobile devices, data and voice provision, mdm and middleware software 

contract is permitted under Section 5.5.33 of the Derbyshire Financial 

Handbook with the exception merited to evidence value for money in the 

award of this contract.  

4. IMPLICATIONS 

All implications are assessed and scored to the table below.  
HIGH – supporting explanation and narrative required and to be contained 
within the report 
MEDIUM – narrative to be contained within the report at the discretion of the 
author  
LOW – no narrative required 

 LOW MEDIUM HIGH 

Crime & Disorder X   

Environmental X   

Equality & Diversity X   

Financial  X  

Health & Safety X   

Human Rights X   

Legal  X  

Personnel x   

 

Contact details  
in the event  

Name: David Peet 
External telephone number: 0300 122 6021  

3 
 
\\Srvsdrive01\fhq\HQ\OPCC\Governance & Strategic Planning\Strategic Governance Board\2016\Decision Log 2016\DN37 
Exception to Contract Procedure Rules\SGB Report suspend contract rules.docx 



DECISION REPORT  
SEPTEMBER 2016 

of enquiries Email address:  david.peet.16406@derbyshire.pnn.police.uk 
Name: Helen Boffy 
External telephone number: 0300 122 6005 
Email address: helen.boffy.4808@derbyshire.pnn.police.uk   

BACKGROUND PAPERS 
1. Head of Procurement Report 16 September 2016 

ATTACHMENTS: NONE 
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