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OPCC Ref: 41/16 

 

ENHANCING SERVICES FOR VICTIMS OF CRIME: INDEPENDENT DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE ADVISOR SERVICES 
 

Executive Summary:  
Following a review by the Commissioner of the services commissioned by the Police 

& Crime Commissioner utilising the MoJ Victims Grant, Independent Domestic 

Violence Advisor (IDVA) services were identified as requiring further consideration 

and a possible decision to improve the support services required by victims of 

domestic abuse. This would require additional investment from the Commissioner’s 

resources supplemented by Ministry of Justice grant. The proposal is for an 

additional Independent Domestic Violence Advisor to support county residents 

attending city court. 

This would require an additional £35,000 annually and would be incorporated into 

the existing grant arrangement with Derbyshire County Council for the IDVA service 

Outcomes from the additional IDVA post would be;  

• Increased numbers of people supported 

• Same worker supporting the victim throughout the process (no handover to a 

separate court worker (as in the city) 

• County victims supported in the City court by the county service 

• Single funding stream and reporting through the Derbyshire domestic abuse 

support services contract management group. 

 
  

Section A            
For Publication  
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Resolved 
To approve an annual cost of £35,000 in supporting victims of Domestic Abuse 

through enhancing IDVA services in the county funded in the first instance from 

Ministry of Justice grant. 
 

Declaration 
I confirm that I have considered whether or not I have any personal or prejudicial 

interest in this matter and take the proposed decision in compliance with the Code of 

Conduct for the Police and Crime Commissioner for Derbyshire.  Any such interests 

are recorded below. 

(Recorded interests:       ) 

The above request has my approval. 

 
 

 

 

Signature Hardyal Dhindsa 

 
 

 

 

Date 

PUBLICATION SCHEME CONSIDERATIONS 

Is the related Section B report to be published     Yes 
If no, please indicate relevant exemption 

 

Is the publication of this approval to be deferred     No 
If Yes, provide reasons below 

 

Date to be deferred to – 
NB Statutory Instrument 2011/3050 (as amended by SI 2012/2479) states that: all decisions made by 

a PCC are in the types of information that must “be published as soon as practicable after it becomes 

available to the elected local policing body”. 
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OFFICER APPROVAL 

Chief Executive or Nominee: 
I have been consulted about the proposal and confirm that financial, legal and 

equalities advice has been taken into account in the preparation of this report.  

I am satisfied that this is an appropriate request to be submitted to the Police and 

Crime Commissioner 

Signature     

 

Name   Helen Boffy                                                       Date 28th November 2016 
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DECISION REPORT 
NOVEMBER 2016 

STRATEGIC GOVERNANCE BOARD 
28TH NOVEMBER 2016 

REPORT OF THE TREASURER  
 

ENHANCING SERVICES FOR VICTIMS OF CRIME: INDEPENDENT DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE ADVISOR SERVICES 

1. PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

1.1 To highlight identified issues in the commissioning arrangements for victims of 

domestic violence and the rationale for the solutions. 

1.2 To approve the plans and investment identified to resolve those issues. 

2. INFORMATION AND ANALYSIS 

2.1 Following a review by the Commissioner of the services commissioned by the 

Police & Crime Commissioner utilising the MoJ Victims Grant, Independent 

Domestic Violence Advisor (IDVA) services were identified as requiring further 

consideration and possible decision to improve the support services required 

by victims of domestic abuse.  

2.2 The Police & Crime Commissioner annually contributes £54,000 to the 

Derbyshire County Council IDVA service through a grant arrangement 

delivered to complement the Derbyshire Domestic Abuse Service contract, 

jointly commissioned with the Commissioner for April 2016.  

2.3 The Commissioner also separately funded a court based post within the 

county courts through a £35,000 grant for one year with DDVSAS. This 

expired 30th September 2016.  

2.4 Following a multi-agency review of IDVA capacity across the county, several 

gaps in service were noted in terms of service model and resource to deliver 

to that model. Data and information was collated from partners with national 

guidance and policy where the following was identified:  

• No support for county victims at city court 

Section B          
Part I -                 

For Publication  
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• The court experience was not supported by the same worker in the county 

where there was a handover to separate court workers.  

• No single oversight of funded IDVA services across the County 

2.5 The continued funding will ensure the same worker can support the victim 

whichever court is attended and where the funding is pooled with Derbyshire 

County Council it enables consistency and oversight of the service. 

2.6 Costs for this would require an additional £35,000 annually and would be 

incorporated into the existing grant arrangement with Derbyshire County 

Council for the IDVA service. 

2.7 There would be a single funding stream and a performance monitoring 

arrangement reporting to the Derbyshire Domestic Abuse support services 

contract management group. 

2.8 Where the grant arrangement with DDVSAS ended 30th September 2016, it 

was agreed that business should continue up to March 2017, with the rest of 

the year being delivered by Derbyshire County Council with £17,500. 

3. RECOMMENDATIONS 
i. To approve the additional annual cost of £35,000 in supporting victims of 

Domestic Abuse through enhancing IDVA services in the county funded in the 

first instance through Ministry of Justice grant. 

4. IMPLICATIONS 

All implications are assessed and scored to the table below.  
HIGH – supporting explanation and narrative required and to be contained 
within the report 
MEDIUM – narrative to be contained within the report at the discretion of the 
author  
LOW – no narrative required 
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 LOW MEDIUM HIGH 

Crime & Disorder X   

Environmental X   

Equality & Diversity X   

Financial X   

Health & Safety X   

Human Rights X   

Legal X   

Personnel X   

 

Contact details  
in the event  
of enquiries 

Name: Helen Boffy 
External telephone number: 0300 122 6005 
Email address:  helen.boffy.4808@derbyshire.pnn.police.uk 

 

BACKGROUND PAPERS: NONE  
 
ATTACHMENTS: NONE 
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