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SECTION A 

STRATEGIC GOVERNANCE BOARD 
DATE 

 

THE OFFICE OF POLICE AND CRIME COMMISSIONER 
FOR DERBYSHIRE 

DECISION RECORD 

Request for PCC Decision 
Received in OPCC 
Date: 28/01/15 

OPCC Ref: 07/15 

 

Title: EAST MIDLANDS VIRTUAL COURTS 
 

Executive Summary: To be completed by PCC Specialist lead 

A Single Tender Approval (STA) in the value of £26,939 is requested for the 

purchase of live links equipment as part of the Virtual Courts programme. This 

programme is a regional project, part funded by Innovation funding. 

The STA is requested on the grounds of compatibility and a single supplier used 

across the five forces taking part in the programme. 
 

Decision 
Resolved that 
The single tender approval request for the total value of £26,930 for the award of a 

contract for Live Links in the Virtual Courts Innovation Fund programme is approved. 
 

Declaration 
I confirm that I have considered whether or not I have any personal or prejudicial 

interest in this matter and take the proposed decision in compliance with the Code of 

Conduct for the Police and Crime Commissioner for Derbyshire.  Any such interests 

are recorded below. 

(Recorded interests:       ) 

The above request has my approval. 

 
 
 
Signature 

 
 
 
Date 30 January 2015 

Section A            
For Publication  
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AGENDA ITEM 
SECTION A 

STRATEGIC GOVERNANCE BOARD 
DATE 

PUBLICATION SCHEME CONSIDERATIONS 

Is the related Section B report to be published     Yes 
If no, please indicate relevant exemption 

 

Is the publication of this approval to be deferred     No 
If Yes, provide reasons below 

 

Date to be deferred to – 
NB Statutory Instrument 2011/3050 (as amended by SI 2012/2479) states that: all decisions made by 

a PCC are in the types of information that must “be published as soon as practicable after it becomes 

available to the elected local policing body”. 

 

OFFICER APPROVAL 

Chief Executive or Nominee: 
I have been consulted about the proposal and confirm that financial, legal and 

equalities advice has been taken into account in the preparation of this report.  

I am satisfied that this is an appropriate request to be submitted to the Police and 

Crime Commissioner 

 

Signature     

 

Name       Helen Boffy                                           Date   30 January 2015  
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SECTION B 
STRATEGIC GOVERNANCE BOARD 

FEBRUARY 2015 

 
DECISION REPORT  

30 JANUARY 2015 

REPORT TO THE POLICE AND CRIME COMMISSIONER 
 

 EAST MIDLANDS VIRTUAL COURTS 

1. PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

1.1 To seek approval for the single tender approval request to Vodafone for East 

Midlands Virtual Courts equipment and service. 

2. INFORMATION AND ANALYSIS 

2.1 The East Midlands regional police forces have entered into a project to trial a 

Virtual Courts system, supported by Home Office Innovation Funding. In the 

first phase, Derbyshire will receive 2 Live Links set ups enabling police 

officers and vulnerable witnesses to give evidence remotely from police 

premises directly into the court via video equipment. This should provide 

efficiencies to the police by enabling officers avoiding the need for travel to 

courts and to continue working until they give evidence.  This reduces their 

waiting time.  

2.2 It will provide an enhanced service to vulnerable victims and improve the 

availability of Live Links opportunities as required by the Victim's Code.  

2.3 There is the potential for this to be expanded at a later stage into a full Virtual 

Courts system enabling detainees to make remand appearances if the project 

finds this is worthwhile.  

2.4 Lincolnshire originally intended to be the purchasing lead force but this is not 

now the case and each individual force will be required to order their own 

equipment although it will be funded by the Innovation fund. 

2.5 A Single Tender Approval is requested on the grounds of compatibility and a 

single supplier used across the five forces taking part in the programme. 

Section B          
Part I -                 

For Publication  

1 
s:\hq\opcc\strategic governance board\2015\decision log and decision records\decision 07-15 live links\virtual court  pcc 
report.doc 



SECTION B 
STRATEGIC GOVERNANCE BOARD 

FEBRUARY 2015 

3. RECOMMENDATION 

 Approve the single tender approval request for the total value of £26,930 for the 

award of a contract for Live Links in the Virtual Courts Innovation Fund programme.  

4. IMPLICATIONS –  

All implications are assessed and scored to the table below.  
HIGH – supporting explanation and narrative required and to be contained 
within the report 
MEDIUM – narrative to be contained within the report at the discretion of the 
author  
LOW – no narrative required 

 LOW MEDIUM HIGH 

Crime & Disorder x   

Environmental x   

Equality & Diversity  x  

Financial x   

Health & Safety x   

Human Rights x   

Legal x   

Personnel x   

 

Contact details  
in the event  
o enquiries 

Name: Lorraine Worthington-Allen 
Internal telephone number: 67191 
Email address: lorraine.worthington-
allen@emscu.pnn.police.uk 
Name: Chief Inspector Steve Pont 
Telephone number: 0300 122 5440 
Email address: stephen.pont.1132@derbyshire.pnn.police.uk 

BACKGROUND PAPERS: SINGLE TENDER WAIVER REQUEST 

ATTACHMENTS:NONE 
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